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at some. future time must be placed upon its organic foundation; but what
this is. we do not know as yet."

It must be noted that Freud now uses the terms 'repression' and
'suppression' in the same sense. This is somewhat to be deplored, since it
seems distinctly uiseful to use them as signifying two different psychological
processes. The term 'suppression' is conceived of differently by many
psycho-analysts, but it seems convenient to employ it only in relation to
the conscious and foreconscious systems. Much misunderstanding arises
from the varying conceptions of terms employed in psycho-analytic
literature, and one wishes therefore that the author had been more explicit
on this point. He defines repression (p. 254); later (p. 256) he gives
suppression the same meaning, and afterwards only uses the latter term.
One is surprised, too, that the term 'complex' is used (p. 86) without any
definition of its meaning. Many errors exist which should be corrected
in a future edition. On p. 353, line 27, " fear into libido " should read
"libido, into fear ". The name Siebault is given (p. 81), which evidently
refers to Liebeault of Naancy. Why, too, do we have the spelling 'narcism'
and 'saddism' instead of 'narcissism' and 'sadism ' ?

The book nevertheless is admirable, and supplies a much-needed want.
No other general work on psycho-analysis can compare with this for lucidity,
and, though primarily intended for lay readers, it should be read by all
physicians, who wish to orientate themselves on this important subject;
and those who already have some knowledge will find these pages very
vell worth study.

C. STANFORD READ.

Feeblemindedness in Children of School Age. By C. PAGET LAPAGE,
M.D. With an Appendix on Treatment and Training by MARY
DENDY, M.A. Second edition. 8vo. Pp. 309. 1920; Manchester:
University Press. London: Longmans, Green & Co. Price 10s. 6d
net.

THIS is the second edition of a book first published ten years ago. The
preface suitably describes it as written for school medical officers, teachers,
and workers.

A history is given in the first chapter of the movement to provide
accommodation in institutions for idiots and imbeciles, and important
facts and opinions brought forward during the proceedings of the- Royal
Commission of 1904-8 are mentioned, as well as the salient features in
the report of the Commission. Dr. Francis Warner's investigation of
1892 is quoted, with his conclusion that one per cent of those school children
examined required special care and training, which is a figure that closely
approximates to the actual number ascertained during the last few years
by the local authorities who have carefully inquired into the matter in
their own areas.

Following this historical sketch is a useful chapter coiitaining lists
of the various regulations and circulars that have been issued relating to
the Mental Deficiency Act, but, although the book was published as recently
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as Auiguist, the list cannot be said to be up to date. Some of the para-
phrased sections of the Act and Regulations are not clear; e.g., the last
paragraph but one on page 35 presumably refers to approved homes, buit
does not so describe them, while on page 40 the reference to petitionis seems
to confuse two distinct methods of procedure, viz., that tinder Section 6
and that uinder Section 3. The use of the terms 'voluintary' and 'com-
pulsory' in this connection does not correctly describe the procedlure.

There is, however, much useful information here for those for whom
the book is written, and the chapter in question contains a timely warning
against entertaining a belief in the advantage of special school training
that lacks the opportunity of subsequent permanent care of the patient
in a colony or uinder other suiitable conditions, and the wise concluision
is reached that " only -a small proportion of defectives are really better
uinder guardianship ". In later chapters the defective child is described,
and much attention is given to the deformities that constituite stigmata,
and to the varieties and treatment of speech defect; workers are likely
to find the latter of considerable help. The difficulties of examining the
mentally defective deaf are also treated in some detail.

Together with the mental characteristics of the feebleminded the
variouis special types are described with clearness, buit one regrets to see
a suggestion that the moral imbecile shows of necessity some defect of
intelligence, as though 'mental' were identical with 'intellectuial' defect.

Some pages are devoted to the relation of heredity and other factors
in the produietion of feeblemindedness, and the theory is advanced that
variation and not mutation is the causative factor. The influience of
alcohol in this respect is discuLssed at some length, and the opinion is. stated
that this and other intoxications or toxins act as accessory or determining
factors in a stock already tainted.

In the chapter on preventive measures the necessity of life-long care
is emphasized, and the deterioration that follows when trained defectives
cease to enjoy superv'ision is pointed otut. The variouis courses open to
pareints to secure proper treatmnent for defective children are meentioned,
and the principles of the management of suich patients are buit briefly
indicated in view of the full appendix on this suibject written by Miss
Dendy; those who have charge of the feebleminded cannot fail to find
invalutable help in this appendix, and its suiggestions and inljiuinctioIIs ol ght
to be brought to the notice of all who are responsible for the management
of defectives in institutions. Miss Dendy, from her close and able observa-
tioIn of the feeblemiinded over a long period, points out that the keynote
of sticcess in dealing with them is occuipation, which mtust be carried on
tinder conditions of kindly encouragement and strict supervision. The
Home at Sandlebridge is described, and many extremely iusefiul details of
equiipmenit are furnished.

Other appendices describe details of examination, suich as head
measturement and speech.

A. E. E.
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