
THIS family consisted of six living children, two of whom were normal, while
four presented the combination of cataract, rickets., imbecility and
infantilism which forms the title of the paper. No etiological factor could be
discovered, and in particular both congenital syphilis and pellagra were
definitely excluded. But the blood calcium was found to be well below
normal not only in the affected children but also in the healthy children and
the father. The authors consider that the cause of the disease was a
disturbance of the endocrine balance with special default in the
parathyroids. The cataract also seemed to be dependent on diminished
parathyroid secretion, seeing that the combination of rickets with cataract
is usually associated with tetany. Seeing that good results had occasionally
been claimed for the treatment of imbecility with parathyroid extract, the
authors subjected their patients to this as well as ultra-violet rays,
but without obvious good effect. Injection treatment with parathyroid
extract does not seem to have been tried.

J. G. G.

PROGNOSIS AND TREATMENT.

[21] The dehydration method in epilepsy.-D. EWEN CAMERON. Amer.
Jour. Psychiat., 1931, xi, 123.

DEHYDRATION was carried out on a series of typical institutional epileptics but
had no definite effect on the occurrence of fits or on the patient's dispositioil.
The giving of unlimited fluids after a period of dehydration and the forcing
of fluids without previous dehydration had no definite effect on the number
of fits. The patients were adversely affected by the diet, and preliminary
loss of weight was severe. Resistance, too, was lowered. Nitrogen retention
either precipitated or complicated stages of excitement and stupor, and
acidosis occurred during the excitements. The results obtained in 12 cases
were such that this method would appear to be of little value. This
conclusion is reinforced by the injurious effects noted.

C. S. R.

E£nbocritnoIoov.
[22] Lipoidal substances in the hypophysis of normal and decerebrate

mammals (Le sostanze lipoidi nell'ipofisi di mammiferi normali e
cerebrolesi).-V. DESOGUS. Riv. di pat. nerv. e ment., 1930,
xxxvi, 31.

THE author conducted previous experiments on birds and now repeats them
in dogs. As a result of these experiments he finds corroboration of
his previous work, that pituitary lipoidal substance-the indication of
activity of the gland-is in excess when sexual activity is in abeyance,- and
undergoes diminution during periods of sexual activity. This applies both

82 AiBSTRACTS

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-13.49.82-a on 1 July 1932. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


ENDOCRINOLOGY

to normal dogs, and to dogs with cerebral lesions; where sexual activity is
lessened, the hypophysis is rich in secretion. From this he infers that the
action of the pituitary is in direct opposition to that of the sexual glands.

R. G. G.

[23] The influence of the intake of certain waters on bodily growth and
on the genesis of goitres and thyroid dysfunction (Influenza
dell'alimentazione idrica sull'accrescimento corporeo e sulla genesi
del gozzo e delle disfunzioni tiroidee).-R. CORELLA. Riv. di pat.
nerv. e ment., 1931, xxxvii, 355.

As a result of numerous experimental researches conducted for several years
on different kinds of animals with regard to the intake of chemically imperfect
waters, and from the result of clinical studies on 512 cases of typical and
non-typical forms of exophthalmic goitre during more than 25 years, the
authot has reached the following nmain conclusions :

(1) Goitres, increase of weight, and imperfect thyroid function are
directly connected with the use of certain goitre-producing waters.

(2) If certain mammals, cats, dogs, etc., drink such waters from birth
for a long period goitres are produced.

(3) At the same time the whole organism is injured especially during the
growth period. a

(4) If human beings, especially women, drink these waters habitually,
a goitre is almost certainly produced.

(5) Such persons may show any degree of thyroid dysfunction up to
typical forms of exophthalmic goitre, the latter being simply the last link in
a chain of thyroid affections.

(6) The author thinks that this water contains specific germs or toxins
which have a special affinity for the thyroid gland.

R. G. G.

P1YcbopatbolooV.
PSYCHOLOGY.

[24] Sentiment and social organization.-H. BANISTER. Brit. Jour.
Psychol., 1932, xxii, 242.

IT appears that the attempt to find the foundation of group behaviour in
instinctive tendencies fails, as does the psychoanalytic ' libido ' theory. The
reason is that the group arises on account of the organizing tendency there is
in the mind, and analysis, while finding the mental elements, breaks down, in
the process, that for which it is seeking. Animals which have the capacity
for organization-the sentiment-formation tendency-form more or less

L 2

83

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-13.49.82-a on 1 July 1932. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/

