
PSYCHOAMTIIOIOGY

L56] Auditory hallucinations in non-psychotic children.-MAx LEVIN. Amer.
Jour. Psychiat., 1932, xi, 1119.

FOUR cases of boys who were non-psychotic and had true auditory hallucina-
tions are presented. Two of them showed what probably are early symptoms of
a schizophrenic reaction. The other two, while maladjusted, showed nothing
suggestive of schizophrenia or any other psychosis. All four boys were below
the average in intelligence, two of them conspicuously so. The hallucinatory
episodes are studied with regard to the quality of the hallucinatory
perception, the localization, the presence of accessory sensations, the content,
and the apparent functions that are involved. The hallucinations seem to
have participated in the fulfilment of the functions of: (a) defence;
(b) enhancement of self-esteem; (c) satisfaction of instinctive cravings and
of a desire for pleasure; (d) repression of unwelcome instinctive cravings;
(e) self-punishment, in expiation of a senise of guilt. It is emphasized that
while certain functions are fulfilled, these probably constitute only one link
in the chain of factors which really causes the hallucinations to occur. In one
case there was evidence of mixed deafness in one ear and in another there was
the possibility of some organic auditory disturbance. The significance of the
findings for the general problem of projection and their relationship to recent
work on eidetics are discussed.

C. S. R.

PSYCHOSES.

[57J A contribution to the problem of heredity among schizophrenics.-
M. BLEULER. Jour. Nerv. 1entt. Dis., 1931, lxxiv, 393.

A LONG paper describing the investigations carried out from which several
important conclusions were drawn.

The frequency of mental diseases anid of mental eccentricities in the
families of schizophrenic patients was investigated in American material. A
far-reaching agreement was discovered between the findings in New York
and the findings of Ruedin, Luxenburger, Iloffmann and others in Munich.
The differences between New York and Munich are less than those between
Munich and Basle. To be exact, the expectation of schizophrenia among
siblings of schizophrenics was found to be 4-8 per cent.

Since the biological unity of the group of schizophrenias is not probable,
an investigation was made to determiiine whether familial influences are of
equal importance in different formis of schizophrenia. The following
generalizations were arrived at from the material, ornly as conjectures and
without the confirmation of larger figutres.
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Among the schizophrenics without hereditary strain one group of patients
stands out in striking fashion. They may be distinguished clinically from the
majority of the schizophrenics with hereditary strain in the following ways:
they are patients with severe dementia but are capable of a certain affective
rapport such as idiots have, and their bearing and expression are apathetic.
Their illness began early, ran a quick progressive course and showed no
substantial remissions. Physically they are obese dysplastics and before the
psychosis they were not plainly schizoid but rather of good-natured bearing.

When the author selected those families in which the formal pictures of
the psychoses of two related members were very similar to each other, he
came upon cases which are related, symptomatologically, to the manic-
depressive constellation. It is not permissible from his material to assume a
tendency to dementia from an appearance of it within the family, for two
cases ending in dementia rarely occur in the same family. His cases with
schizophrenic strain run a course which, on the average. is somewhat lighter
and in no case severer than those which have no schizophrenic strain. In
the face of common contradictory experience, it is necessary to consider the
effect of selection.

It was observed that the schizoid individual and the schizophrenic occur
among the children of parents who are not schizoid. While the majority of
the eccentrics among the relatives of these schizophrenics were typical
schizoids, the frequency of moral defectives was striking also. Furthermore,
the author found persons in whom the schizoid state was apparent during
only a certain period of their lives. For example, cases were observed which
exhibited mild, uncharacterized disturbances in involution and which left
behind a permanent character chainge without exhibiting specific schizoid
traits. He also found cases of alternating personality among the relatives.

R. G. G.

[58] Analysis and structure of a transient hypomania.-BERTRAM D. LEWIN.
Psychoanalytic Quarterly, 1932, i, 43.

THE personality structure of a case which is spoken of as hypomania is thus
summarized. The ego fused with the super-ego by an oral mechanism; the
resultant ' hypomanic ego ' was a purified pleasure-ego, ingesting the sources
of pleasure, ejecting the sources of pain by denying. The new ego contained
the parental identifications previously in the super-ego. These identifications
were sexualized, and the sadism previously emanating from the super-ego,
but now in the ego, was turned against the environment, partlv in
sublimations, partly in denials of parts of reality or the intrapsychic
representatives of reality which might cause pain.

C. S. R.
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

1_59] The significance of histological alterations in the small intestine and
in the liver in the syndrome of confusional insanity (Sul significato
delle alterazioni istologiche dell'intestino tenue e del fegato nelie
sindromi amenziali).-U. DE GIACOMO. Riv. di pat. nerv. e wient.,
1931, xxxviii, 633.

THE author examined the liver and the small intestine in seven cases of
confusional insanity. The histological lesions constantly met with correspond
more to an irritative process of a toxic nature than to an inflammatory
process of an infective origin. The author reviews the character of these
lesions and concludes that they illuminate the pathogenic concepts of
Buscaino on the pathogenesis of the essential and symptomatic forms of
confusional insanity.

R. G. G.

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY.

[60] The psychogalvanic reactivity in affective disorders.-ORNULV ODEGAARD.
Brit. Jour. Med. Psychol., 1932, xii, 132.

THE psychogalvanic reflex has mostly been used as an amplification of the
association experiment to determine the emotional attitude to special stimuli,
stressing reaction time and amplitude. If the curve is regarded as a whole,
however, it can be taken as a sample of the vegetative-emotional reactivity
in general under the standard conditions of the experiment. A classification
of the curves according to their general appearance is therefore proposed,
based on the shape of the reactions and their way of succeeding each other.
Psychogalvanic reactivity is regarded as an interaction of two components:
one (called negative) due to increased potential of the palm, another (called
positive) due to increased potential of the back of the hand, and causing a
deflection of the needle in the opposite direction. From the shape of the
reactions the share of each component can be determined. Curves from
patients differ from normals in three respects. The reactivity may be
decreased, it may be unstable, or the positive component shows more
decrease than the negative one. These three pathological traits can be
expressed quantitatively, and therefore be used for comparison of the
reactivity in different groups of patients. Most disturbance is found in
manic, schizophrenic and organic psychoses, least in hysteria. In organic
cases (and less markedly in depressions) decreased reactivity is the most
important pathological factor, in schizophrenia decrease of the positive
component. In manic excitement, hysteria and constitutional abnormalities
lability is the outstanding feature.

Within the group of depressions (including the more depressive neuroses)
the mood has the most decisive influence upon the reactivity: it is far more
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