
PSYCHOPATHOLOGV7

existence of psychotic trends which were precipitated by the disease-process.
During the course of the disease, instinctive mechanisms were, in general,
stimulated or inhibited; some perversions appeared. Emotional responses
became richer and more numerous. Character weaknesses were all
emphasized and the psychopathic elements of his temperament became
unusually prominent. Pseudo-neurasthenic states were noted in the
protracted convalescent stage. It is suggested that infection in a more
resistant system usually leads to the hyperkinetic form of encephalitis and
in less resistant systems to the amyostatic-akinetic form. Severe infection
would produce the somnolent ophthalmoplegic form in both more or less
resistant systems. The danger of assuming a direct simple relation between
manifest disorders and pathological lesions is stated. It is held that the
psychological accompaniments of lesions interact among themselves and with
pre-existing psychological experiences of the patient. That certain mental
states are accompanied by specific anatomical lesions does not permit of
a direct causal link between them. The view that in encephalitis there is an
alteration of the thymo-psyche, leaving the nod-psyche intact, is criticised.
It is suggested that intellectual functions are also involved even though this
may not be observable. Pavlov's experimental work is used to explain the
incidence and continuance of the somnolent and stuporose states. Both
correspond to conditions in which severe loss of nearly all conditioned reflexes
occur.

C. S. R.

PROGNOSIS AND TREATMENT.

[176] Sulphur treatment in mental diseases: an experimental study of 100
cases.-J. E. DHUNJIBHOY. Indian Med. Gaz., 1932, lxvii, 612.

FROM his investigations at the Rauchi Indian Mental Hospital the writer
concludes that there can be no doubt that injections of sulphur in olive oil
invariably produce pyrexia, the average temperature obtained being 102-10 F.
Pain at the site of injection in every case was unavoidable but certainly
bearable. These injections should be given unhesitatingly because they are
perfectly safe and can be used for young and old alike. Earlier cases respond
better to treatment than the old chronic cases and the earlier the treatment
is instituted the greater is the chance of recovery. Sulphur merits a trial
in all early cases of psychoneurosis and psychosis and seems definitely useful
in chronic psychotics who have hitherto failed to respond to other methods
of treatment. It also appears to be very useful in cases of benign
and secondary stupors. Out of the 100 cases, 39 improved, 13 completely
recovered, and no improvement of any kind was noticed in 48 cases. Of the
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39 improved, 18 have since relapsed and the remaining 21 have still main-
tained the improvement. There were 37 manic-depressives in the group, and
of these, 16 improved, six recovered, and 15 remained stationary. Out of
44 schizophrenics, 20 improved, four recovered, and 20 showed no change.

C. S. R.

[177] Nembutal in mental hospital practice.-DUNCAN MACMILLAN. Jour.
of Ment. Sci., 1932, lxxviii, 892.

IN this investigation the action of the drug by the intravenous route was
tested on a series of 50 mental patients. It was concluded that nembutal is
a rapidly-acting potent sedative. It assists in the investigation and assess-
ment of the mental state of inaccessible and reticent patients. It has
produced a curative action in early psychotics. In melancholia it exerts a
prolonged calming action on agitation, and repeated injections have
a beneficial effect. In cases of emergency, the necessity for a general
anawsthetic may be obviated bv its use. For these reasons, and also because
of its sphere of action as a basal narcotic, it is a useful addition to the
therapeutic equipment of a mental hospital.

C. S. R.

[178] The treatment of the voluntary boarder.-HENRY L. WILSON. Jour.
of Ment. Sci., 1933, lxxix, 102.

BETWEEN January, 1891, and December, 1930, 1,095 voluntary boarders
were admitted to The Retreat, York. The results have been that 40 per
cent recovered, 40 per cent. were relieved, and 20 per cent. were unim-
proved. In 1,170 cases under certificate, the results were 42 per cent.
recovered, 31 per cent. relieved, and 27 per cent. unimproved. The con-
ditions under which voluntary patients are received allow a number to leave
against advice. Of the unrecovered boarders 44 per cent. left in this way.
Under conditions of legal detention this number would be likely to be much
less, and an approximate figure for the results then is computed to be: -

recovered 53 per cent., relieved 30 per cent., unimproved 17 per cent. When
their behaviour no longer confirmed their volition 170 cases were certified.
The causes for this step were confusion, stupor, excitement, indecision,
querulousness, suicidal attempts. Of these cases 51 per cent. ultimately
recovered. Neither senile nor paranoid cases are at all times unsuitable for
voluntary admission. The ease with which a voluntary boarder can leave
is especially dangerous for potential suicides. Voluntary reception has
enabled alcoholics and psychoneurotics to seek hospital treatment. Of the
1,095 admissions, 52 were of alcoholics, and 99 were of psychoneurotics.

C. S. R.
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