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NEURO-ANATOMY AND NEUROPHYSIOLOGY

I1] The reflex of posture and shortening (Incertezza e difficolta nel rilievo
dei reflessi di postura e di accorciamento).-S. GARETTO. Riv.
di pat. nerv. e ment., 1932, 39, 559.

THE author has studied the postural reflex of shortening of the foot and of the
thigh in normal subjects and in patients suffering from various types of
nervous and mental illness, and points out the difficulty which is met with in
the interpretation of such phenomena. Basing his results on his observations
he concludes that the posture reflex is not constant in the normal subject,
that in pyramidal lesions it is not always abolished or diminished, and that
in extrapyramidal lesions the reflex hypertonia of posture is not always
found.

With reference to the postural reflex of the catatonic type in subjects
who are not catatoniic he says that such phenomena may be attributed in the
Parkinsonian syndrome to an exaggerated postural reflex allied in great
measure to hypertonia, while in the syndromes where hypertonia is absent
it may be regarded as a psychomotor reaction, which is not exactly the same
as a catatonic syndrome: As to the sign of anticipation of passive movement,
the author denies to such a phenomenon any special morbid significance and
says that it has nothing in common with postural reflexes.

R. G. G.

NEUROPATHOLOGY

[2] Fatty substances in the neurinomas of the acoustic nerve (Sulle sostanze
grasse dei neurinomi del nervo acustico; richerche istopatologiche
ed istochimiche).-U. DE GIACOMO. Schweiz. Atch. f. Neurol. u.
Psychiat., 1933, 31, 73.

IT is extremely common to find fatty material in eighth nerve tumours,
either lying free in the syncytial plasma of the growth or with a certain pre-
dilection for a perinuclear site. Occasionally it fills the whole cytoplasm.
The cells in which this occurs are termed by the author 'xanthomatoid ';
they are generally situated near vessels but also under the capsule of the

65

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-14.53.65-a on 1 July 1933. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


*ABSTRACTS -

neoplasm. Chemically, the fat consists not of stearine but of phosphatides.
Hence 'lipoid metamorphosis' is a more accurate expression than 'fatty
degeneration.'

S. A. K. W.

[3] Neurolysis in the cerebrospinal fluid (II processo neurolitico nel liquido
cerebrospinale umano).-O. MEco. Rassegna di studi psichiat.,
1933, 22, 214.

IN human spinal fluid is present the property of disintegrating neural tissue,
a neurolytic potentiality which was found in 78 per cent. of 246 fluids examined
by the author. This property is not destroyed by inactivation, filtration,
boiling, or centrifugalizing. It is principally found in relation to patho-
logical conditions of the cortex rather than of white matter. The phenomenon
is probably due to the presence of unknown products of- cellular activity. If
the products of neural disintegration have been shed into the fluid the neuro-
lytic power of the latter is increased.

J. V.

[4] Considerations on the pathogenesis and diagnostic value of eosinophilia
in the cerebrospinal fluid (Considerazioni sulla patogenesi e sul valore
diagnostico della eosinofilia del liquido cefalo-rachidiano).-A.
MARI. Riv. di pat. nerv e ment., 1932, 39, 317.

THE author considers that the presence of eosinophils in the cerebrospinal
fluid is due to a disturbance in the gaseous exchange of the tissues with which
the fluid comes in contact. The only condition in which it is found is in
cysticercus of the central nervous system, hence the presence of cells is of
great diagnostic importance.

R. G. G.

[5] Lange's reaction in neurosyphilis (La reaxione di Lange nella neuro-
sifilide).-L. CABITTO. Riv. di pat. nerv. e ment., 1932, 39, 145.

THE author compared Lange's reaction and the benzoin reaction and con-
siders that the former is very sensitive in the diagnosis of paresis and neuro-
syphilis and superior to the reactions of the colloidal resinous bases. He
thinks that it is still more sensitive if prepared with a 2 per cent. chloride of
gold instead of the 1 per cent. proposed by Lange.

R. G. G.

[6] The permeability of the blood-cerebrospinal-fluid filter (Sulla perme-
abilita del filtro neuro-ematico).-P. OTTONELLO. Riv. di pat.
nerv. e ment., 1932, 39, 592.

FOLLOWING a technique which seems to exclude error the author has shown
in dogs that the inoculation of Trypanosoma Brucei in the spinal subarachnoid
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NEUROLOGY

space confirms the permeability of the blood and cerebrospinal-fluid filter for
protozoa, already demonstrated for the plasmodium vivax.

R. G. G.

[7] Histopathological characteristics of peripheral nerves in amputated
extremities of patients with arteriosclerosis.-J. B. PRIESTLEY.
Jour. Nerv. Ment. Dis., 1932, 75, 137.

IN the peripheral nerves of extremities amputated for arteriosclerotic
gangrene are evidences of definite Wallerian degeneration and fibrosis. These
changes appear more pronounced in the distal than in the proximal portions
of -a given nerve, and the degree of change is directly proportional to the
degree of arteriosclerotic- alteration of the vessels. This suggests a peripheral
origin for the degeneration, which probably depends on ischaemia for its
production. In support of this supposition is the fact that Brown, Allen, and
Mahorner, studying thromboangiitis obliterans, found that somnewhat similar
changes in nerves existed with occlusive disease of the vessels. Woltman and
Wilder, studying nerves in cases of diabetes mellitus, attributed the change
in nerves to arteriosclerosis of the vessels present. Ischaemia of nerve fibres
from numerous causes may result in pain of varying intensity, from mild
neuritis to the excruciating pain typical of sudden vascular occlusion, and
the ischaemia may represent the etiological factor in many cases of neuritis.
To support this view one has only to observe the clinical and symptomatic
improvement resulting from treatment directed toward increasing the
efficiency of the local circulation in these conditions.

R. G. G.

[8] The value of the oscillation of acid base equilibrium for determining
the occurrence of epileptic convulsions (I1 valore delle oscillazioni
nell'equilibrio acido-basico per lo scoppio dell'accesso convulsivo
epilettico).-C. POLI. Riv. di pat. nerv. e ment., 1932, 39, 100.

WHILE it is established that oscillations in the acid-base equilibrium are
attendant on convulsive seizures, it is not yet certain whether these are
causal or merely a biochemical change accompanying the fit.

R. G. G.

SENSORIMOTOR NEUROLOGY

[9] A clinico-pathological study of the intracranial arachnoid membrane.-
L. DAVIs and H. HAVEN. Jour. Nerv. Ment. Dis., 1931, 73, 129.

A SERIES of 10 cases showing definite histopathological changes in the
arachnoid membrane are presented. These include one verified intracranial
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