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[33] Capillary changes in psychopathic children and young subjects following
treatment with an iodothyroidin preparation (Modificazioni dei
capillari in fanciulli e giovani psicopatici trattati con un preparato
jodo-tiroidinico).--G. PIGHINI and C. DELFINI. Rassegna di studi
psichiat., 1933, 22, 3.

CAPILLAROSCOPY is considered by the writers of this article to disclose changes
which are significant for advancing development when juvenile subjects
affected by imbecility, idiocy, epilepsy, metencephalitis, cretinism, or mon-
golism are submitted to iodothyrin medication. Some 25 cases were thus
treated, among which were 12 imbeciles or idiots. After a variable period,
but usually some four or five months, observation of the capillary bed showed
clearly that a previously existing ill-differentiated and -evolved capillary
system was modified in the direction of greater evolution and distinction.
The drawings which illustrate the change are rather impressive.

J. V.

[34] The importance of the small blood vessels of the brain in psychiatric
problems.-N. W. WINKELMAN. Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1933, 12,
775.

FROM a review of psychiatric work up to date Winkelman concludes that the
histological processes responsible for mental abnormalities demand a study
of the brain during the acute manifestations. The brain-changes in the
various toxic and infective deliria tend to throw light on the problem of the
mechanism of mental phenomena. Brain-changes in chronic processes, such
as those due to lead, hypertension, and arteriosclerosis, will aid in obtaining
a clearer concept of the physiology of the cortex. In order to evaluate
completely the changes in the brain they must be studied in conjunction
with the personality of the individual from whom it came. Just as different
mental reactions can occur in dementia paralytica, depending on the basic
personality of the individual, so in other mental diseases the same variability
prevails and for the same reason.

C. S. R.

[35] The sero-diagnosis of syphilis in mental hospital practice.-J. ERNEST
NicoLE and E. J. FITZGERALD. Jour. ofMent. Sci., 1933, 79, 52.

FROM prolonged experimentation the authors come to definite conclusions
regarding the Wassermann reaction and the flocculationg tests which are now
well established as being two different ways of demonstrating the same
phenomena. It is undoubted that the technique of the Wassermann test is
cumbersome and almost out of reach of the smaller laboratories. The Was-
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sermann test when compared with the flocculation tests shows the former to
be very definite in sensitivity, while'no more specific than some of the latter.
Three flocculation tests may sound formidable, but they can be carried out
in the average mental hospital with much more ease than any one Wasser-
mann method alone. The question is the choice of flocculation tests. As anl
exclusion test which is easy, rapid, and capable of being applied to finger-
blood, we have the micro-M.K.R. II and the Kline. If an exclusion macro
test is required, the Kahn would appear most suitable. As the specific
control, the routine Kahn seems second to none, and it can be used quanti-
tatively. The third test could profitably be the M.B.R. II, a test that main-
tains a nice average between the sensitivity of the M.K.R. and the specificity
of the Kahn. As regards spinal fluid, there seems less need for three tests,
and here the Kahn and the M.B.R.Z. would seem eminently suitable.

C. S. R.

[36] Mental phenomena observed in brain tumour.-GEORGE W. HENRY.
Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1932, 12, 415.

NEOPLASMS in the brain according to their location give rise to mental phe-
nomena by which the evolution of the cephalic portion of the nervous system
may be traced. In the pontomedullary region mental phenomena are absent
except for the late effects of intracranial hypertension. At times there is a
disturbance of tactile sensibility, i.e., with one of the most primitive means
of contact with the outside world. This disturbance is manifested by the
appearance of tactile hallucinations. Those at the base show disturbances
in growth and exquisite pain reactions. They give rise to automatic laughing
and crying and to such crude motor phenomena as rigidity, tremor, choreo-
athetoid movements, somnolence, stupor, drooling, automatic resistiveness,
mutism, and in general to the manifestations of parkinsonism or catatonia.
Occasionally the howling or other cries reminiscent of a lower mammalian
stage in evolution are observed.

Cerebellar neoplasms may give rise to locomotor disorders, and the
associated mental phenomena are about as crude as those of the ponto-
medullary region. Through increase of intracranial pressure lesions in the
occipital lobe may produce marked visual illusory and hallucinatory phe-
nomena. As the frontal lobes are approached the mental phenomena observed
are increasingly complex. Lesions in the temporosphenoidal lobes, i.e.,
those affecting the archipallium, give rise to gross gustatory and olfactory
disorders. In other words the response is a disturbance of primitive functions
and of those senses upon which lower animals depend in their external
contacts. Neoplasms of the temporal lobe may be accompanied by both
auditory and visual hallucinations. These are usually highly organized and
resemble the visions and voices of the functional psychoses. In the pro-
gression towards the frontal region visual hallucinations have been more
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common. When the lobes are affected, however, highly organized auditory
hallucinations are more frequently observed. Neoplasms in the frontal
lobes also produce great personality changes and loss of the refinements of
civilization.

C. S. R.

PROGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

[37] Diathermy in treatment of general paresis.-HUGi A. MCKAY,
KENINETH G. GRAY, and WILLIAM C. WINANS. Amer. Jour. Psychiat.,
1932, 12, 531.

THE series presented in this paper comprised a total of 32 patients, and of this
number 28 completed their course of treatment. Of these, three, or approxi-
mately 29 per cent., represent almost a complete remission; they have no
physical defect, and no psychotic traits, nor outstanding mental defect;
they are able to carry on trustworthy positions in hospital. Seven, or 25 per
cent., represent partial remissions; they are able to carry on outside work
under supervision. Three have physical defects, one has a memory defect,
and one has considerable impairment of speech. Seven, or 25 per cent., are
unimproved, but are quieter and cleaner in their habits. Three have died.
All showed a marked physical improvement such as gain in weight and
strength. Before treatment all showed a positive Wassermann reaction in
the blood and spinal fluid, and a typical colloidal gold and colloidal mastic
reaction. Afterwards there was found to be a change in the spinal fluid of
nine patients. In six of these both the colloidal gold and mastic reactions
became normal, but at the same time their Wassermann reaction remained
unchanged. In one case the blood Wassermann test was negative and the
fluid positive, with a normal colloidal gold reaction. The three remaining
cases showed a favourable change in both the colloidal gold reaction and the
colloidal mastic. Three of the cases with normal colloidal gold reactions were
clinical remissions. In the other six cases the improvement in the serology
did not parallel the clinical course.

C. S. R.

[38] Sulphur pyretotherapy in mental diseases (La sulforpiretoterapia nelle
malattie mentali).-L. CERONI. Rassegna di studi psichiat., 1933,
22, 77.

SOME 50 cases representing various types of mental disease were treated by
means of 'pyretogenic sulphur.' The results among the manic-depressives
were particularly good, cures being claimed for a large proportion. In schizo-
phrenia little improvement was obtained, and often none at all. The same
remark applies to cases of epileptic insanity.

J. V.
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