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Infections of the Central Nervous System. Vol. XII of the Publica-
tions of the Association for Research in Nervous and Mental Disease,
New York. Baltimore: The Williams and Wilkins Co. London:
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1933. Pp. 564. Price 37s. 6d.

THE latest volume in the series of publications which we owe to the activities
of the Association for Research in Nervous and Mental Disease is quite one of
the best hitherto produced. Its subject-matter deals with poliomyelitis and
epidemic encephalitis on the one hand, and with meningitis on the other.
Each division contains a number of original articles and critical reviews, the
last being perhaps the most valuable things in the book. For example,
one is devoted to discussion of the best treatment of epidemic encephalitis,
acute and chronic; another to the usefulness or otherwise of poliomyelitic
serum. Reviews of the kind are both informative and formative-they
undoubtedly help to guide and mould opinion. On the whole, the latter
article suspends judgement: 'the treatmentofpoliomyelitis with convalescent
serum represents an interesting but somewhat blindfold attempt; so long
as there are no points of comparison, no definite conclusions can be drawn
as to its action.' Not a little that is favourable is said of the treatment of
respiratory paralysis by mechanical apparatus. As for the aetiology of
epidemic encephalitis, it may be a specific virus infection, but as yet no
virus has been identified. No firm decisions are reached-as might well
indeed have been expected-in regard to so-called acute encephalomyelitis,
a term which has been employed to cover a series of morbid states of which
some at least have nothing in common except the traces left in the nervous
system; none the less due and proper attention is called to the fact that
disease conditions which are not epidemic encephalitis but still belong to
infectious disease of the nervous system (sometimes termed comprehensively
' paraencephalitis ') are on the increase, and the suggestion is that some
' new' biological agent is about, which is aggravating the susceptibility of
the system to infection.

In the division concerned with meningitis possibly the most interesting
chapter discusses its prophylaxis and treatment. Radical methods of treat-
ment for the more virulent forms (pneumococcic, streptococcic) are rather
decried, and emphasis laid on the fact that more recoveries are reported
following repeated lumbar puncture than in any other way.

279

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-14.55.279 on 1 January 1934. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS

An Introduction to the Study of the Nervous System. By E. E.
Hewer, D.Sc., and G. M. Sandes, F.R.C.S., M.B. Second edition. London:
William Heinemann (Medical Books) Ltd. 1933. Pp. 147. Price 21s.
net.

THE first edition of this book was reviewed in the JOURNAL, Vol. XI, p. 91,
and attention directed to its favourable features. The work has been ampli-
fied by about 40 pages and by a number of additions to its tables and diagrams,
which undoubtedly constitute part of its usefulness. The latter, many of
which are printed in colour, are simple and clear-an important point when
the complexities of the systems concerned are borne in mind. On the
physiological side, it is perhaps more difficult to present a concise description
of nervous function for the beginner, although a meritorious attempt has been
made. Descriptions of symptoms due to lesions of various physiological
systems are also included, and to some of these exception might easily be
taken. A last chapter on 'certain pathological conditions ' is too sketchy
to be of any value; if such is to be undertaken it should be written by
someone with clinical and pathological knowledge.

Nature and Nurture. By Lancelot Hogben, M.A., D.Sc. London:
Williams and Norgate. 1933. Pp. 844. Price 6s. 6d. net.

THERE is much that is technical and little that is as yet of much practical
significance for the student of neurology or psychopathology in this series of
lectures, which will appeal to the geneticist. A chapter devoted to the genetic
analysis of familial diseases is more mathematical than clinical; but its
value, we consider, resides just as much in an account of the general directions
which should be observed when family pedigrees are being collected. These
help materially in the problem, especially as regards the recording of isolated
instances of rare diseases. It is only too true that familial occurrences
attract attention when sporadic examples do not. Importance is attached
also to the point that ages at death and onset of parents and all siblings
should be ascertained, especially if a disease is not apparently congenital.
If a disease does not appear till after puberty, no children dying before
puberty should be counted in the family incidence. One significant conclusion
is drawn for the clinician. 'Two healthy parents who have given birth to
a child who is an amaurotic family idiot or a haemophiliac may wish to know
what likelihood there is that they will do so again, if they have another child.
The physician can tell them that the odds are exactly one to three in favour
of each subsequent child being afflicted in the same way. There are even
odds that any child will carry the defective gene and transmit it to future
generations. The odds are one to three that any subsequent child will neither
have the disease nor carry the gene for it.'
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Nouveau Traite de Psychologie. Edited by Georges Dumas. Vol. III.
Paris: Felix Alcan. 1933. Pp. 462. Price 100 fr.

THE third volume of the attractive Treatise on Psychology deals with a
subject of interest to students of both mind and body, being that of sensori-
motor associations-that is to say, it examines at length the interrelations
of emotion and its physical counterparts. The French school has always
been particularly good in the matter of describing and analysing affective
expression, and the reader will appreciate the long and accurate accounts of
joy, sadness, fear and anger, illustrated as they are by many drawings and
photographs. We confess however to a little disappointment when it comes
to synthesis and examination of somatopsychic theories of the emotions.
Not a little that the author here relies on is from the standpoint of physiology
either old or dubious, and his neurology is weak. The experiments of
Pagano on the caudate nucleus have little if any value. It is a mistake to
aver that hemiplegic contracture is caused by 'irritation' of corticospinal
fibres in the capsule. Little attention is paid to the occurrence of affective
phenomena in various nervous diseases aside from hemiplegia, and while
facial palsies are utilised for the purpose, no less interest is to be found in
facial diplegias, of which nothing apparently is said. Nevertheless, the author
develops his subject well by going on to discuss sweating, goose-skin, trembling,
pallor, blushing, laughter, tears, sobbing, each from both the physiological
and the psychological standpoint. All this is effected in a systematised way,
and is very readable. Horripilation is examined-this has often been over-
looked in treatises of the kind. Various theories are passed in review in
connexion with this part of the subject. The last part of the volume is
occupied with problems of language and mimic gesture, of aphasia and
apraxia.

Intracranial Tumours. By Percival Bailey, Professor of Surgery, Univer-
sity of Chicago. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1933. Pp. 476.
Price 30s.

PROFESSoiR BAILEY'S name has long been known in association with the
question of cerebral tumours as that of one who speaks with authority and
who knows his subject clinically, pathologically and surgically. In this book
it is chiefly the second of these aspects that is examined. Concise anatomical
and physiological descriptions of the skull and brain are succeeded by a
clear and straightforward exposition of the neuropathological features of the
following varieties: acoustic neurinoma, hypophyseal adenomas, cranio-
pharyngioma, meningioma, h&emangioblastoma, ependymoma, medullo-
blastoma, astrocytoma, oligodendroglioma, glioblastoma multiforme, spongio-
blastoma, pinealoma. Metastic, miscellaneous, and connective-tissue types
are also discussed. In most instances brief clinical accounts amplify the
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pathological descriptions. Chapters are added on diagnosis, differential
diagnosis, and treatment. We have in the volume an up-to-date presentation
of a subject which has of late become increasingly complex and important;
it is written in simple language, and excellently illustrated by careful drawings
instead of photographs (microscopic or otherwise). It should be in the library
of every neurologist.

The Nature and Treatment of Amentia. By L. Pierce Clark. London:
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1933. Pp. 306. Price 12s. 6d.

THE book written by Dr. Pierce Clark, who has had long experience of mental
defectives in the United States, and made numerous contributions to the
subject, is conceived entirely on Freudian lines. It is not so much a study
of the ament as of the amentia which gives him his name. The geheral
scheme of the work is to describe and illustrate by specific cases the psycho-
logical features and clinical behaviour of the mental defective, of different
grades. These are conveyed to the reader in a series of case-reports, graphi-
cally written if at the same time popular in cast. We are shown how Ralph,
Winnie, Anna, Jack and all the rest of them react, what they say and do in
the course of the 'analytic play sessions ' which seem to be a feature of the
institution concerned. The author is at great pains to point out how such
conduct can be understood in terms of Freudian doctrine-and there are,
accordingly, little summaries of the following kind, apropos a particular
case: ' (1) The ego is too weak to venture forth from the mother-identification
to experience reality; (2) the sexual instincts remain at the early autoerotic
levels; and (3) the destructive instincts are not sufficiently fused with the
erotic, with the result that the sadistic drive is regressive rather than pro-
gressive.'

At the outset the viewpoint of the writer is made perfectly clear: 'We
are not primarily concerned with establishing the fundamental causes of
mental arrest.' On a later page we are told that ' even in cases where a lesion
is evident there must be some other factor making the amentia mandatory
[sic]. It is our belief that this directly causative factor lies within the indi-
vidual make-up, to be explained on the basis of ego-structure and the disposi-
tion of instinctual energy.' For those who think in Freudian terms these
conjectures may perhaps seem self-evident; to others they must appear an
excellent instance of putting the cart before the horse.

Dr. Pierce Clark evidently means his book to be read by circles remote
from medicine or any kind of science, since he supplies a glossary in which
are to be found, for examples, definitions of 'anal,' ' cortical,' ' meningeal,'
'urinary,' ' psychic,' ' genitals,' etc.
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