
NEUROLOGY

f171] The physiology of electropyrexia.-C. A. NEYMANN and S. L. OSBORNE.
Amer. Jour. Syph. and Neurol., 1934, 18, 28.

IT has recently been shown that the treponema pallidum is killed in vitro by
heating to 42° C. for one hour, or to 410 C. for two hours. Bessemans and
Thirv have shown that this also holds good for human infection. The present
authors have therefore tested the body temperature in various organs by
means of thermo-couple needles placed deep in the tissues during treatment
by diathermy, radiothermy and electric blankets. The sites chosen for
insertion of the needles were the liver, Hunter's canal, the lumbar theca and
the cisterna magna. In addition rectal and axillary pyrometers were used.
It was found that the rectal temperature was raised nearly a degree higher
than that within the theca, which approximated more closely to the axillarv
temperature. The authors found it possible to keep the internal temperature
of the body, including the cisterna magna and lumbar theca, as high as
420 C. (107-60 F.) for periods of two, or in some cases four, hours.

In treating primary syphilis by this method there was no difficulty in
healing the sore, but owing to the early dissemination of spirochaetes secondary
rashes were apt to appear in parts, such as the face and scalp, in which the
temperature had not been raised to the necessary height.

J. G. G.

[172] Improvement in nervous and mental states under cortin therapy.-F. A.
HARTMAN, G. M. BECK and G. W. THORN. Jour. Nerv. Mlent. Dis.,
1933, 77, 1.

CORTINX, a special preparation of the adrenal cortex, was administered first in
a group of cases suffering from Addison's disease and later in other conditions
in which there was evidence of nervous and muscular fatigue. It was found
that cortin therapy gave a varying degree of relief in the nervous and mental
symptoms in the cases reported. These comprise three cases of Addison's
disease, three showing fatigue without demonstrable adrenal insufficiency,
and five organic neurological cases. Two cases of myasthenia gravis were
treated but showed no improvement.

R. G. G.

V31chopatboloov
PSYCHOLOGY

[173] Writing slips and personality.-A. A. ROBACK. Character and Per-
sonality, 1933, 1, 137.

THE purpose of this investigation was to study the conscious experiences as
well as the objective phenomena resulting from interference between graphic
impulses, and also if possible to formulate from the results a neural theory
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explaining the various phenomena. The author made a study of all the
lapsus calami and typographical errors reported in Freudian literature, and
was surprised in the first place at the paucity of the material and, secondly,
at the naivete of the interpretation, the uncritical attitude toward a scientific
problem. To begin with, not all misprints are really unintentional, though
the majority of misprints are involuntary, and in a few cases it can be granted
that some complex is at work. Perhaps the term 'complex 'is too strong for
this mechanism, because the cause and maybe even the exerescent element
have been in the consciousness of the individual some time previous to the
occurrence. In a review of psychoanalytic interpretations a simpler cause
with no exception was found in the graphic mechanism of the writer as
affected by the concatenation of the characters in the context and the mental
tension at the time. Fatigue will favour repetition of previous characters,
while emotional excitement, hurry, will tend to favour anticipation. That the
lapses are largely of an unconscious origin the writer is convinced. MIorton
Prince suggests the possibility of a co-conscious image directing the hand.
The processes takes placc in the unconscious. In assimilation and composite
formations remarkable adjustments occur, combinations, compromises, etc.
The unconscious is the locus of a series of fairly complicated physiological
processes in a dynamic setting, but not displaying the motivated traces of
past experiences as the Freudians would have it. Our general handwriting
is probably not free from unconscious motives, but lapses, because of their
nature, their suddenness or capriciousness, lack the coherence and integration
of the more incubated unconscious, the unconscious which lies at the root of
motivation. For an unconscious wish or complex to counteract the effect of
an ingrained habit, it would have to become conscious, and even then to
contest the goal of the dominant determining tendency in the motor trait.
When we look to the physiological explanation in at least the vast majority of
writing lapses, there is no need for treating experimentally induced slips
differently from those made in ordinary life. On the Freudian view one is
obliged to invoke two different methods of approach. In ordinary lapses, the
meaning is to be examined in the light of past emotional experiences, while
in experimentally induced mistakes only the mechanical context-letter
formation-can help; for the same word or symbol in one place tlhrows up
one kind of slip, while in another, in conjunction with another word or symbol,
either before or after it, it will reveal a slip of another kind.

C. S. R.

PSYCHOSES
[174] Schizophrenia and neurosyphilis (Schizophrenia et neurosyphilis).-

G. I. ODOBEsco and H. AVASELESCO. Ann. m,d.-psychol., 1933,
91, 652.

TIIE authors have collated various views as to the possible relationship
between schizophrenia and neurosyphilis, particularly dementia paralytica.
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