
NEUROLOGY

than 7 per cent. of sleeping time was so spent. Comparison with one normal
subject showed no significant difference. There was, therefore, no evidence
supporting Kempf's theory of regression so far as this type of posture was
concerned. Two patients who maintained extreme curl or ' foetal ' positions
during the day were found to assume a normal range of positions during
sleep.

C. S. R.

[85] Studies of catatonia: Central control of flexibilitas cerea.-T. W.
FORBES. Psychiatric Quarterly, 1934, 8, 538.

OBSERVATIONAL and photographically recorded data showed that flexibilitas
cerea, which was present in two stuporose dementia praecox patients, dis-
appeared with the onset of sleep. The motility of these two which was very
low during the waking state became much greater during sleep, approaching,
though not reaching, the range to be expected from normal sleepers. Three
others who exhibited the waxy state during waking hours showed similar
relaxation during sleep. Eight non-cataleptic dementia proecox patients
showed no marked change between the waking and sleep state in similar
records of motility. Their sleeping motility was quite comparable to that of
the healthy normal individual. The author's results indicate that studies of
experimental catalepsy which attempt to explain the waxy state in dementia
precox must provide a ' functional ' mechanism so that the quick reversibility
at the onset or end of sleep is accounted for. On the basis of present know-
ledge, it seems safe to say that activity of either cortical or lower brain centres
must be directly or indirectly responsible for the occurrence of flexibilitas
cerea in stuporous catatonic dementia praecox patients. Future studies of
experimental catalepsy in animals might well include a determination of the
effect on the catalepsy of the stimulation of the sleep centres. If the elimina-
tion of the catalepsy by such stimulation occurred, it would be a criterion for
the identification of experimentally produced catalepsy with that occurring in
stuporous dementia preecox patients.

C. S. R.

PROGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

[86] The atropine treatment of the postencephalitic Parkinsonian syndrome.-
FELIX ADAMS and POWELL L. HAYS. Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1934,
91, 151.

WITH 70 patients the authors obtained the following results: rigidity was
practically removed in 35 per cent. of cases and greatly improved in 50 per
cent.; tremor was practically abolished in 50 per cent. and greatly improved
in 35 per cent.; gait and speech disturbance were remarkably improved in
95 per cent.; oculogyric spasms controlled in nearly all cases; improvement
recorded in the physical condition of 90 per cent. of the patients. Using a
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256ABTAS
0 5 of 1 per cent. solution, the treatment began with 1 minim of the solution
thrice daily until the fourth day, continuing the 4-minim doses for three days
and again increasing until the tenth day when 8-minim doses are given for
three days. On the thirteenth day the dose is continued at the rate of increase
of 1 minim a day until the optimal dose is established; this is usually between
12 and 18 minims thrice daily. Each case must be studied to determine the
correct dosage-the quantity which just suffices to produce and maintain
physical and psychic euphoria. One first determines the dose which no longer
produces a noticeable improvement, then decreases the dose by 1 minim each
day until the Parkinsonian symptoms become more pronounced. The
optimal dose is usually midway between these two points. The atropine
effect is more noticeable during the first ten days. After the optimal dose is
established the patient may be fitted with special glasses to overcoine the
marked dilation of the pupils and be able to take the atropine indefinitely
without bad results.

C. S. R.

[87] The barbiturates in epilepsy.-RICHARD HANDLEY. Jour. of Ment.
Sci., 1934, 80, 526.

THIS is a study of a large number of cases for long periods at the David Lewis
Colony. It is shown how an epileptic may receive temporary benefit from
any new form of treatment. When this ceases, an impression is obtained that
tolerance is established, but this is not true tolerance. The real explanation
of this temporary improvement is found in the mental attitude of the patient
himself, who responds, but only for a time, to any form of treatment. After
an exhaustive test it was shown that phenobarbitonum solubile (B.P.) is the
best drug for general use in an institution. Prominal is indicated in the
treatment of those who are anxious to keep at work and can afford this
expensive drug. Phenobarbitone greatly reduces the incidence of 'jumps,'
serial epilepsy, prolonged clonic convulsions and status epilepticus; but with
the exception of the first, once these conditions have begun they are not
benefited by the drug unless it is given in large soporific doses. Warning is
given of prolonged medication. No sign of mental deterioration is produced;
many cases are much improved. Although it has been the custom to withdraw
the drug gradually, it was found that sudden complete withdrawal had no
unpleasant results. Though an idiosyncrasy may occur, no craving is
established. Emphasis is laid on the importance of suitable environment if
epilepsy is to be treated successfully. The possibility of danger in pheno-
barbitone treatment has been grossly exaggerated and the severity of toxic
symptoms much magnified. The drug has undoubtedly diminished the
incidence of serious sequelae, and a patient becomes brighter and more
equable when under its influence.

C. S. R.
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

[88] Further results in the treatment of eclampsia with pernocton (Weitere
Erfahrungen in der Behandlung der Eklampsie mit Pernocton).
H. GOECKE. Munch. Med. Woch., 1934, 81, 402.

FURTHER good results in the treatment of eclampsia with pernocton are
reported in 73 cases. Usually 6 c.cm. are given by intravenous injection at the
beginning of labour and delivery is performed as quickly as possible.

M.

[89] Observations on the use of pyrifer.-J. ERSKINE HOWIE. Jour. ofMent.
Sci., 1934, 80, 521.

VERY briefly the method of pyrifer administration and its reactions are
given. In general paralysis with this form of treatment the results in 1933
were 15 cases, with six patients improved, or if the advanced cases were
excluded, 10 cases with six improved. The total figures for malarial treat-
ment during the same period were 13 cases with five improved. In schizo-
phrenia 21 cases have finished the course of treatment; of these eight have
shown some improvement.

It seems that pyrifer might be regarded as a valuable therapeutic
preparation which, if the results are permanent, will compare favourably
with malaria, or at any rate will provide a useful alternative. It would
appear that pyrifer has certain advantages compared with malarial treatment
as it avoids the introduction into the patient's system of a serious infectious
malady which taxes his strength to the utmost. The height of the tempera-
ture can be readily controlled, and this makes it possible for the treatment to
be applied to old and feeble patients. It is borne very well and is compara-
tively free from danger. There is no pain following the injection, and a
further advantage is that it can be combined with specific antisyphilitic
treatment introduced during the fever therapy. The time of the pyrexia
can be arranged-a point of no little importance.

C. S. R.

fI9Vcbopatbo1ogV
PSYCHOLOGY

[90] Experimental study of moods.-V. E. FISHER. Character and Person-
ality, 1934, 2, 201.

IN this study the writer has assumed that the hypnotic induction of a mood
in a socalled normal subject does not in any vital respect vitiate the personality
'make-up ' except to bring about artificially a certain feeling-emotion
orientation, which might easily occur as the result of any one of a thousand
things likely to happen in daily life. A study of the experimental results
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