
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

[92] A British pair of identical twins reared apart.-ROBERT SAUDEK.
Character and Personality, 1934, 3, 17.

THE various intelligence tests in the main are closely similar and the varied
personality tests on the whole tally although there are certain discrepancies.
In some respects in the personality tests the twins differ distinctly, particu-
larly when the quality of their reactions is taken into consideration. One
appeared to be more extraverted and sociable, somewhat better adjusted,
somewhat self-assertive and rather independent. The other was decidedly
less extraverted, and according to two tests even somewhat introverted and
less well adjusted. The differences of the personalities appeared to be
differences of degree rather than of kind. Graphology does not claim that it
can improve upon the diagnosis of intelligence based on the standardized
tests; but it is felt that the analysis of the handwriting has supplemented the
findings of the emotional tests. A younger brother seems less similar to either
twin than the twins to each other; but as he grows older he may become
more similar to his twin brothers than his tests at the age of 16 and his writing
at the age of 15 would indicate. On the whole the case suggests-as in fact
did the majority of other cases of identical twins reared apart-that there is
a greater similarity in intelligence than in emotional reactions.

C. S. R.

PSYCHOSES
[93] A case of schizophrenia in one of identical twins.-J. KASANIN. Amer.

Jour. Psychiat., 1934, 91, 21.

IN identical twins we have the opportunity of studying the specific influence
of environmental factors. If schizophrenia is due to a fundamental defect
in the germ-plasm, then no matter what the environment would be, if one
identical twin develops schizophrenia the other is bound to develop the
same disease. The reports thus far have tended to support this point. Here
a case in which only one twin was affected by the disease and where the other
has remained well for eight years is briefly discussed. An analysis of it shows
the great importance of the environmental factors. The twin brothers, with
approximately the same endowment and with similar life careers up to the
age of 18, had then a sharp change of environment, favourable for one and
unfavourable for the other. They then developed altogether different
psychobiological reactions. The former became a well-adjusted man in his
community; the latter did not succeed, projected his failure on the outside
world, and became psychotic. Granting that there is some slight difference
even in identical twins, a significant dynamic influence of environmental
forces leading to the preservation of mental health in one twin and the forma-
tion of a psychosis in the other, seems thereby to have been demonstrated.

C. S. R.
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260ASTAS
[94] Constitutional schizophrenia.-KARL M. BOWMAN and JACOB KASANIN.

Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1933, 13, 645.

IN coding the definite aetiological factors in 151 cases of schizophrenia
mental constitutional anomalies were found in 40 4 per cent. Such a figure
does not, however, give any indication of its relative importance in any
particular case. The incidence of the constitutional factor would obviously
include all cases coded as positive for constitutional anomalies-physical,
mental, and for heredity. It was thus found that 116 out of the 151 showed a
constitutional factor to be present and to have helped to precipitate the
psychosis. It was felt also that cases showing an insidious and indefinite
type of onset were more likely to be on a constitutional basis that others.
Out of the 151 cases 65 were found to have had this type of onset. When,
however, cases were coded negative for environriental stress, physical disease,
alcoholism, and reproductive conditions, twelve might be said to represent
pure types of constitutional schizophrenia. In trying to develop their concept
of constitutional schizophrenia, these observers felt that there was a group of
cases which showed a marked similarity in all respects. There would be a
definite family history of mental disease, especially schizophrenia; the
individual from very early childhood would be regarded as queer and odd
by his associates. He would seldom mix well with others. This personal
oddity would increase with age and there would be an indefinite, insidious
onset of the psychosis without any unusual environmental stress or without
any physical disease. The psychosis would be mainly an exaggeration of the
peculiar personality shown since childhood. Such cases are regarded as
forming a distinct group.

C. S. R.

[95] An examination of the clinicopathological evidence offered for the
concept of dementia praecox as a specific disease-entity.-JAcOB H.
CONN. Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1934, 13,,1039.

THERE are many contradictory opinions expressed on the topic of a uniform
anatomical basis to this disorder. There has been no satisfactory correlation
made between the socalled classical groups of dementia prtecox and specific
anatomical findings. The same histopathological findings which are reported
as being specific for these groups are also reported as being present in a
variety of organic and toxic conditions. There is no uniformity to be found
in the various clinical contributions as to what constitutes a dementia pracox
reaction. The attempt to group these heterogeneous findings into a specific
disease-entity comparable to that of general paralysis has proved to be
progressively less productive of constructive formulations over a period of
50 years of intensive search.

C. S. R.
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

[96] Studies of catatonia: Electrical skin resistance of catatonics during
sleep.-T. W. FORBES and Z. A. PIOTROWSKI. Psychiatric Quarterly,
1934, 8, 722.

THIS is a study of electric body resistance of 10 catatonic dementia prsecox
patients and four normal persons. No apparent relationship between the
Richter type of resistance curves and sleep occurred in normal subjects. A
drop in the resistance level of non-sudorific areas took place quite frequently
with both groups and was probably related to the 'rest curve ' noted in the
psychogalvanic studies. The catatonics showed a greater percentage of
records in which variations of resistance of more than 20,000 ohms occurred.
The number of irregularities in the curves was also slightly greater but less
characteristic of the psychopaths than the amplitude of the fluctuations.
It is tentatively suggested that a greater minute-to-minute instability or
variability of autonomic function is indicated in the catatonics. It cannot
be stated whether this variability is characteristic of the catatonic group or of
psychotic patients in general, although the latter seems more probable. This
variability probably should not be confused with psychogalvanic reactivity
to an external stimulating situation.

C. S. R.

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY
[97] Oral erotism in paraphrenia: Facts and theories.-A. J. WESTERMAN

HOLSTIJN. Internat. Jour. of Psycho-Analysis, 1934, 15, 160.

IN paraphrenics the mouth is in a state of peculiar excitation. Orality,
pyknic traits and an element of mania occur regularly in this group. As in
mania, the manic symptoms have their origin in an accentuated oral erotism,
directed towards objects in the outside world. The pyknic mouth is a
constitutional hereditary characteristic of the outward form, which points
to a constitutional accentuation of the oral function. The delusions (like the
manic symptoms) draw their sustenance from oral erotism. When homo-
sexual libido, which has been detached from external objects, is regressively
projected once more into the outside world, it may force its way out either
through anus or mouth and give rise to the feeling of being persecuted. It
then finds its goal in the processes of eating and being eaten, experienced
by many paraphrenics in their delusion. The thought of persons of the
manic type is primarily the outcome of their copious speaking, the libidinal
hypercathexis of the mouth and organs of speech. But in schizophrenics the
content of their thought is more important: the inner complex plays a
greater part in it. Cathexis of the idea of words represents the schizophrenic's
first attempt at recovery, but it is from these ideas of words that his delusional
thoughts are formed. The unification of their mental processes is most readily
accomplished by those patients who retain the strongest oral erotism but
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