
REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS

iReviews anb iRotlces of if8ookh
A Textbook of Medical Psychology. By Ernst Kretschmer, Dr. Med.,

Professor of Neurology and Psychiatry in the University of Marburg.
Translated with an introduction by E. B. Strauss, D.M.(Oxon.),
Assistant Physician to the Cassel Hospital for Functional Nervous
Disorders, etc. London: Oxford University Press; Humphrey Milford.
1934. Pp. 274. Price 15s. net.

PROFESSOR KRETSCHMER'S name has become well known throughout the
field of psychiatry for his work on personality types and temperaments;
his textbook on medical psychology, which has passed through several
editions in Germany, is here presented to the English reader in lucid, well-
turned, English sentences. The subject-matter is perhaps somewhat unusual,
in the sense that, as the translator remarks, it is less a system of psychiatry
than a compendium of empirical facts and observations culled from various
medical and non-medical sciencies, ranging from anatomy to aesthetics.
Professor Kretschmer plunges in medias res at the outset by discussing the
eternal problem of the relation of body to soul, claiming that the psyche is not
exclusively bound up with the brain, but that endocrines, the autonomic
nervous system, and indeed the body generally take also an integral share in
the partnership. He rightly stresses the view that it is more helpful to
examine what is common to psychical and neurological processes than to
emphasize the differences. Much is made of the mnemonic associational
functions attributed to the cerebral cortex, and the general import of agnosia
and apraxia properly recognized. Discrete activities of the cortex are
systematically coordinated into ' formal, meaningful, unit-groups ' by a
process for which the translator has coined the term ' Morphepoiesis ' (though
' morphopoiesis ' would be preferable), which is shown to underlie cortical
function throughout. The author then passes to consider other phases of
motor and sensory activity in different parts of the central nervous system,
thus laying the foundation for an approach to the central functions of the
psyche, defined as 'consciousness,' ' impulse' and ' affectivity.' An erudite
chapter deals with the evolution of the psyche, and is followed by a discussion
of the question whether traces or 'remnants ' of earlier psychical development
can be discovered under the highest cultural strata of the individual (what
he terms ' hyponoic ' and ' hypobulic ' mechanisms). There is much,
naturally, of personality and reaction types to engage the attention of the
reader, while a chapter on psychotherapy ends the book.

No one can study this contribution without benefit, or fail to appreciate
its skilful and plausible attempt at the synthesis of mind and matter.
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Professor Kretschmer, as those who know his work on hysteria are aware, is
one of the few who have essayed the task of discovering how a 'desire for
compensation ' is converted into a flaccid paralysis, or 'antagonism to a
husband ' into a tic; yet unless this aspect of conversion hysteria (so-called)
is faced the psychopathologist has evoked more problems than his sexual
theory has solved.

Dr. Strauss's introduction would perhaps be more persuasive did he not
scold the nineteenth century for its alleged 'philosophical materialism' and
what that is supposed to have entailed, and were a tendency to overstatement
less pronounced among its paragraphs. His sanguine belief that the book will
appeal to 'a very much wider public than that represented by the medical
faculty ' assumes that that public is as familiar with the technical terms of
neurology and psychiatry as are those of the profession who have made
these sciences their life-work.

Unfall und Hirngeschwulst. By Professor Dr. Otto Marburg, Vienna.
With 12 illustrations. Vienna: Julius Springer. 1934. Pp. 106.

ANY contribution to the vexed question of trauma and brain tumour deserves
close attention, for there are few subjects that have become more controversial
in all countries where workmen's compensation is established. Professor
Marburg opens his discussion of ' Das Problem ' by roundly stating that
thanks to the work of pathological anatomists it is ' absolut sicher ' that
tumours can be caused to develop by trauma. He remarks that older schools
of neurologists firmly believed this, whereas the present generation seems
to have become more sceptical; this is true, and it is good that it should be
so. The distinguished author, however, proceeds to cite a number of statistics
which declare that in such and such a percentage of brain tumours accident
or injury was an antecedent -.g. in about 10 per cent. of his own collection
of 800. He then discusses seriatim a number of tumour types (glioma,
meningioma, etc.), and provides a little precis of different cases from the
literature, or of his own, illustrating the postulated connexion, amounting to
some 141 in all.

No doubt this way of tackling the problem appears satisfactory to
Professor Marburg and impressive to some among his readers; none the less
it is inconclusive. In the first place, not a few among the cited examples are
ambiguous, others inadequate, still others for one or other reason inappro-
priate. As a single instance Case 48 (p. 56) may be cited from Hiubschmann:
' 48-year-old man; three months before death, fall down stairs; three weeks
later, tumour symptoms; glioma.' This and similar cases can be made to
prove anything-or nothing. In the second place, Professor Marburg, so far
as we have observed, nowhere defines what he means by trauma; nor does he,
seemingly, consider the cognate and all-important problem of whether trauma
causes tumours outside the nervous system with the same ease and in at least
as great a proportion. The 'shock' of trauma is not confined to nervous

272

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-15.59.271 on 1 January 1935. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS

tissues, even when it is the head that is struck; then why not tumours of the
scalp, for example, or, if a ' jolt ' is given to the chest or abdomen as well, of
liver, lungs, and what not ? Professor Marburg is compelled to admit that
the secret of 'traumatic ' pathogenesis is extraordinarily difficult. He
discusses various theories of tumour growth, seeking to apply each in turn
to the problem before him, but with ill success, though he clings to the view
that in some at least of the gliomas foetal or early infantile cells persist with
potency of subsequent hyperplasia-that here and there in the nervous
system germ material lies, capable of function. This material he supposes is
separated by the action of trauma, but more is needed for its hyperplasia,
and he conjectures that 'hormonal' and 'anabolic ' factors also come into
play.

Be all this as it may, with his final conclusion there will be general
agreement, viz. that each case has to be considered on its merits, that all
'Momente' have to be examined, and that experiment must be used to
facilitate the decision. What, then, of the unique and colossal experiment of
the War ?

Aufbau und Abbau der Grosshirnleistungen und ihre anatomischen
Grundlagen. By Professor Dr. Max de Crinis. With 15 illustrations.
Berlin: S. Karger. 1934. Pp. 95. Price RM 7.80.

FOR the English neurologist imbued with Jacksonian tradition there is little
perhaps that is strikingly novel in this slender brochure, dealing as it does
with the evolution and involution of the brain and its functions. Professor
de Crinis places in juxtaposition a series of photographs of the cerebral cortex
representing the anatomical changes that go on from birth to adult life, and
shows in what these essentially consist. Maturation of the cell can be
recognized by certain features, and the succession of modifications corresponds
to evolution of function. Differences between cortical areas are conditioned
not merely by cell structure (cytoarchitectonics) but by cell maturation,
temporary though they may be in the latter respect. Involution of cortical
function is considered on the wide basis of agnosia and apraxia, of aphasia
and amusia; it is worth passing note how this division of cerebral mal-
function into agnosia and apraxia, long advocated by a few, and at one time
severely criticized by Sir Henry Head, is becoming more popular and more
firmly established. Professor de Crinis follows Wernicke's teaching to some
extent, overschematized though it be. His description of aphasia and amusia
has its value, and some of the varieties are illustrated by clinicopathological
examples. He is rather enamoured of the 'kinetic melody' (Monakow's
term) of the cortex, and while he does not fail to show to what extent the
brain works as a whole he is evidently no partisan of the view that cerebral
localization has been overdone and has lost its significance. On the contrary,
he cites with approval Kleist's useful differentiation of function in the
visual and paravisual cortex, and that of others as well.

T
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The Biology of the Individual. Vol. XIV. of Publications by the
Association for Research in Nervous and Mental Disease. Baltimore:
Williams & Wilkins Co. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1934.
Pp. 323. Price 27s.

THE outstanding impression left on perusal of this latest volume in the
Association for Research in Nervous and Mental Disease series is perhaps one
of complete uncertainty as to the basis of constitution and personality, of
grave doubt as to the existence of the much vaunted ' reaction types ' of
mankind. Some of the contributors to the discussions asserted that the
individual's constitution is changing all the time, 'with each week or day or
decade,' just as his chemical constitution is averred to be constantly altering.
Others claimed the reverse. The ' typology ' of the moment seems to be
rocking on an insecure foundation; the ' athletic ' type of Kretschmer is now
regarded as a combination of other types and not one per se, while difficulties
of classifying individual examples are freely admitted. As for the ' eidetic'
type, Dr. Heinrich Kluver, who has devoted much study to the matter,
wonders whether its subtypes are ' more than an interesting speculation,'
and says 'the work done so far has not established definitely the existence of
these biotypes.' This general impression is heightened by a glance through
Dr. Smith Ely Jelliffe's historical introduction, where we learn of the
' incurable confusion ' in respect of the concepts of ' constitution,' ' disposi-
tion,' and the like. Whether ' constitution ' is inherited, or acquired, whether
it is changeable or' influenceable,' whether it is a morphological, physiological,
cellular, or humoral-pathological conception, whether departure therefrom
in the case of a given subject signifies a harmless variation or a degeneration-
these and other matters are lightly touched on by Dr. Jelliffe, and leave the
reader more in doubt than ever. He himself confesses to the adoption of a
'Puckian attitude ' towards such discord of opinion, and remarks ' it is no
wonder to hear the cry of the benevolent sceptic: "Back to Hippocrates !

What emerges from this welter of disagreement must surely be of value,
viz. the fact that the goal of 'certainty ' is not merely far off but perhaps
fantastic.

The Neural Basis of Thought. By George G. Campion and Sir Grafton
Elliot Smith, F.R.S., Professor of Anatomy in University College,
London. London: Kegan Paul. 1934. Pp. 167. Price 9s.

BRIEFLY put, the thesis advanced in this joint work is that the continuity of
trains of thought in the mind has its neural correlates in continuity of neural
impulse to and fro from thalami to cortex and vice versa' along the multitudi-
nous thalamocortical and corticothalamic paths in the thalamic fan or
radiation.' The hypothesis is based, avowedly, on the views of Head and his
coadjutors as to the functions of the thalamus, and assumes that the affective
aspects of consciousness are related to thalamic activity-in other words,
that thalamic function is ' conscious.' In so far as this theory asserts that
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thalamic activity is concerned with the affective and cortical activity with
the cognitive side of mentation it has no claim to novelty; not merely the
thalamus but various parathalamic mechanisms, e.g. those of the hypothala-
mus, are involved in emotional experience and expression, as is generally
admitted. On the other hand, certain lines of evidence go to show that
affective experience and its expression have some at least of their substrata
also in the cortex itself. No proof has been adduced, for example, that the
clinical phenomena of Witzelsucht are connected with the essential organ of
the thalamus; Nothnagel's syndrome is related to extrathalamic paths;
rire and pleurer spasmodiques occur in consequence of lesions at various places
not all of which interfere with thalamic action. As for the question whether
thalamic activity is ' conscious ' the argument against that view offered by
Graham Brown might have been noted by the authors.

In a general way, it has long been realized that periventricular cell-fibre
systems have to do with emotional and cortical with intellectual experience;
their interassociation, however, and indeed that of all brain mechanisms, is so
intimate that we may doubt whether such an allocation is not so schematic
as to tend to mislead. Mr. Campion fully realizes this, laying stress on the
interaction of the autonomic with the cerebrospinal nervous system and on
the effects which are continually being produced by the influence of these two
systems on one another. His view that the cortex does not ' inhibit ' the
thalamus is one to which others have been led; that there should be ' circula-
tion ' of neural impulse between thalamus and cortex is more in accordance
with certain clinical data. But the problem is only part of a still wider one,
viz. the relation in action of different levels of the central nervous system, and
the real nature of so-called inhibition.

Neurology. By R. R. Grinker, Associate Professor of Neurology, University of
Chicago. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1934. Pp. 979. Price 38s.

IT is a serious undertaking in these days to write a long, full, and readable
account of neurology-connoting thereby not merely nervous disease in the
narrower sense, but also neuroanatomy, neurophysiology, and neuropathology.
Dr. Grinker has completed his task in a satisfactory way. He provides
descriptions of both syndromes and diseases, grouping them sometimes in
accordance with their aetiology, at others on a clinical basis. Thus there are
chapters on ' The Atrophies,' on ' Headaches,' ' The Epilepsies,' and the like;
others are devoted to 'Syphilis of the Nervous System,' ' Trauma of the
Central Nervous System,' 'Primary Infections of the Central Nervous
System,' and so forth. Again, some anatomical division is selected-e.g.
cerebellum, cranial nerves, cerebral cortex-and under each of these is
furnished an account of anatomy, physiology, and symptomatology. The
reader will note that, considered as a whole, the author's subject-matter is
confined to what some term, rather badly, organic neurology; little or
nothing is said, except casually, of such motor disturbances as tics, occupation

T 2

275

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-15.59.271 on 1 January 1935. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS

neuroses, habit-movements of childhood, etc., of hysteria, neurasthenia and
other allied 'functional' states, of enuresis and other disorders with which the
neurologist is familiar. On the other hand, the nervous symptoms of a
variety of 'blood dyscrasias ' receive considerable attention.

The book bears the marks of extensive reading, and may be considered
up-to-date in its outlook. It is well illustrated and indexed. The style
of writing -leaves much to be desired in view of the ambitious character
of the work, and there are indications that parts have been composed
in more or less of a hurry, and of careless reading of proofs.

The Neurotic and his Friends. By R. G. Gordon, M.D., Physician,
Royal United Hospital, Bath, etc. London: Methuen & Co. 1934.
Pp. 87. Price 2s. 6d.

THIS booklet can be put with safety into the hands of the neurotic who
wants to know what underlies his troubles, and be perused with benefit by
his friends, who, as is rightly stressed, may have to live with him and perforce
deal with his eccentricities before these compel resort to professional advice-
if, indeed, they should do so at all. In simple language, brightened by adept
use of simile or other illustration, Dr. Gordon has set down the causes of
neurosis, its symptoms, and its treatment-technical and lay alike. He
shows how neurosis may be initiated by one or other of life's ' crises,' by lack
of guidance at appropriate moments, by ill-considered remark or action.
In other words, the neurotic is in part at least pushed into his neurosis from
without, however definite the flight thereto from within. The counsels here
advocated are wise and humane, especially when they are based on good
common sense. Life for the neurotic is not easy; it can be rendered less
difficult if his entourage will ponder and inwardly digest the elementary
truths here inculcated.

II Liquido Cefalo-rachidiano in Biologica e in Terapia. By Professor
Fidele Negro, Turin. Milan: Istituto Sieroterapico Milanese. 1934.
Pp. 204.

THE starting point of the investigations recounted in Professor Negro's
monograph was an experience of his father's, the late Professor Camille Negro,
who had care of a patient suffering from spinal tumour. At operation for
some reason or other the spinal dura mater was not stitched up, and a fistula
resulted, through which leaked cerebrospinal fluid in abundance to the day
of the patient's death, about three weeks later. He was observed to become
steadily thinner and emaciated, and when his end was reached he was almost
mummified. The author has made a long series of experiments with a view
to studying this apparent trophic action of the spinal fluid. The protocols
are given at length. Briefly, he has found that the animal which steadily
loses its fluid soon becomes ' skin and bone'; conversely, parenteral injection
of spinal fluid (8 c.cm. at intervals of a few days) enables the animal to put on

276

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-15.59.271 on 1 January 1935. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS

weight with some rapidity. The next step was to experiment on man;
daily injection of 19 c.cm. in a series of asthenic cases of different kinds was
followed by steady and at times astonishing improvement. A full description
is supplied of the types of case treated, numbering 295 in all; they included
cases of diabetes insipidus, myasthenia, asthenia of various sorts, senile
marasmus, postencephalitic cachexia, infantile dystrophies, menstrual and
menopausal disorders, nocturnal enuresis, etc.

Professor Negro advances evidence to suggest that into the spinal fluid
pass the secretions or hormones of pituitary, pineal, choroid plexuses,
ependyma and neural tissues, and to these he attributes the therapeutic
value of injections of the fluid.

In view of the large amount of clinical material treated with apparent
success the method merits further trial; it is stated to have no disadvantages
or inconveniences.

The Patient and the Weather. By William F. Petersen, M.D. Vol. III.:
Mental and Nervous Diseases. Ann Arbor: Edwards Brothers, Inc.
1934. Pp. 375.

THE author of this compilation, which represents only one-third of his studies,
has taken for his theme the bearing of climatic conditions on the individual's
life, growth, sensitiveness, resistance to disease-indeed, on his existence
from the moment of conception. He has, for example, sought to correlate
month of birth with subsequent mental distinction, alleging that from his
collected data it looks as though persons with ' superior mental capacity ' are
more often conceived in spring, for 'the cellular instability of the disturbed
seasons of the year makes more probable deviation from the normal.' He
also examines at some length the topic of psychiatric episodes and meteoro-
logical background, illustrating his subject by a number of clinical cases, and
is led to the conclusion that the ' insane individual is obviously a cosmic
resonator.' The observation that people are affected by the weather is as old
as the hills, but to have careful comparisons and correlations of symptoms
and fluctuating climatic environment, such as are here conducted, is rather
impressive. To the objection that the author is exalting extrinsic at the
expense of intrinsic factors he replies that a ' series of forces ' are at work,
but that since the matter of weather is commonplace it is constantly
overlooked.

The book is ' lithoprinted ' in typescript largely for purposes of cheap-
ness; the print is clear though unfamiliar.

Nutrition and Disease. By Edward Mellanby, M.D., F.R.S., late Pro-
fessor of Pharmacology, University of Sheffield. Edinburgh and London:
Oliver and Boyd. 1934. Pp. 171. Price 8s. 6d.

THE part of Dr. Mellanby's Croonian Lectures (here reprinted and amplified)
that will appeal to the neurologist is that dealing with nutritional influences
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acting on the nervous system. Personal experiments convinced Dr. Mellanby
that demyelination of nerve-fibres occurred in young dogs deprived of fat-
soluble vitamins, and that the degeneration can be prevented by the exhibi-
tion of vitamin A. He studied further the vulnerability of different sets and
kinds of nerves in this regard, and also that of the central nervous system,
noting lesions in dorsal root ganglia and corresponding ganglia in the brain,
in Clarke's column and other dorsal horn cells, in dentate nucleus and
Purkinje cells, in the vestibular division of the eighth, also in the fifth and
second. He alludes to clinical evidence suggesting that vitamin A deficiency
is one of the causes of retrobulbar neuritis in man. The next division of his
subject consists in the application of experimental results to a series of clinical
disease-conditions, e.g. pellagra, beriberi, subacute combined degeneration,
ergotism, lathyrism, disseminated sclerosis. From diverse sources Dr.
Mellanby collects a large number of observational data bearing on the
general problem, sifts and evaluates them, and concludes that both vitamin A
and vitamin B1 enact a role in respect of some of these, but that other dietetic
factors may be responsible as well, that not all their aetiologies are identical,
and that the whole evidence needs strengthening.

The tentative nature of his studies is acknowledged; none the less they
are both stimulating and encouraging, and possess definite heuristic value.

The Influence of Heredity on Disease. By Lionel S. Penrose, M.A.,
M.D. London: H. K. Lewis. 1934. Pp. 80. Price 5s. net.

THIS essay on human genetics was awarded the Buckston Browne Prize in
1933. It provides, in brief compass, an account of present-day research
along genetic lines in respect of a variety of diseases, together with instances
of genetical analysis and the conclusions to be drawn therefrom. Those who
desire to familiarize themselves with genetic concepts will find what is wanted
in this unpretentious booklet, while all who read it can learn the best methods
for studying family histories, and become instructed in the tests employed
to-day. It has the advantage of never becoming too mathematical for
ordinary medical intelligence.

Recent Advances in Neurology. By W. Russell Brain, D.M., Physician
to the London Hospital, etc., and E. B. Strauss, D.M., Assistant Physician
to the Cassel Hospital for Functional Nervous Disorders, etc. Third
Edition. London: J. & A. Churchill. 1934. Pp. 442. Price 15s.

THOUGH but slightly altered in size from its predecessor, this new edition
has been to a considerable extent rewritten, and while fresh material has
been embodied therein little has been sacrificed. Much attention is vouch-
safed to infective conditions in the nervous system, as this is one of the
subjects that continues to attract notice and study, and to applied neuro-
physiology in respect of the hypothalamus. On previous occasions we have
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recommended this compendium of current neurology to our readers and do so
once more cordially.

L'CEuvre Scientifique de J. Babinski. Edited by a number of his
pupils, collaborators, and friends. With 69 illustrations. Paris: Masson
et Cie. 1934. Pp. 640. Price 180 fr.

NEUROLOGISTS the world over are deeply indebted to those of their French
confreres who have executed a labour of love in selecting a large number of
the scientific contributions of their famous countryman for his memorial.
These have been reprinted in a handsome volume, where will be found many
papers that will be always associated in the mind with their author-papers
on which his great reputation rests securely. To turn these pages and come
across old and well-known studies, e.g., those on hysteria, on the differential
diagnosis between functional and organic hemiplegia, on cerebellar asynergy
and others that might be particularized, is a treat for the reader; and when
at the same time he can recall the fine features and hear again the voice of the
Maitre his feelings become too deep for expression. A personal bibliography
of some 288 titles exemplifies the labours of one of those to whom neurology
will ever owe much of its attainment.

L'Angiographie Cer6brale. By Professor Egas Moniz, Professor of
Neurology in the Faculty of Medicine of Lisbon. With 192 original
figures. Paris: Masson et Cie. 1934. Pp. 327. Price 90 fr.

SINCE 1927 Professor Moniz of Lisbon has been indefatigable in advancing
the art of cerebral angiography by means of injection into the carotid of
substances opaque to X-ray, and more than 100 personal papers in medical
journals testify to the fact. In 1931 he published a volume on the subject
[see this JOURNAL, Vol. X., p. 91], and the one now under review, with
virtually the same title, embodies the results of further knowledge obtained
during the last three years. We are now shown how it is possible to get
photographs of the cerebral venous system as well, and also what the state of
the arterial tree is in numerous pathological conditions, e.g. hydrocephalus.
The value of the method in cases of otherwise obscure cerebral tumours has
been amply proved; indeed, angiography has now taken its place among
the accepted diagnostic techniques of the day.

Professor Moniz deserves all credit for the meritorious way in which he
has prosecuted his researches, which cast light on various points of general
anatomical and physiological interest. For example, he has observed that
his opaque substance (thorotrast) disappears much more quickly from the
cerebral circulation than from that of other parts which nevertheless are
equidistant from the heart. Here lies a matter inviting more study. The
book is excellently illustrated.
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Illustrations of Regional Anatomy. Section I.: Central Nervous
System (containing 48 Plates). By E. B. Jamieson, M.D., Senior
Lecturer, Anatomy Department, University of Edinburgh. Edinburgh:
E. and S. Livingstone. 1934. Price 7s.

THE Edinburgh School of Medicine has always been famous for its teaching
and for aids thereto combining simplicity and accuracy. The fine series of
moderately sized plates in Dr. Jamieson's' Illustrations 'represent admirably
the gross anatomy of the brain and cord; partly coloured, the paper on which
they are printed will take coloured chalks as well, which the student can use
and so fix the structures in his memory. The nomenclature is that approved
by the Anatomical Society of Great Britain and Ireland (1933). The plates are
easily detachable and can be pasted into books or employed in other fashion.
They are clearly drawn and well reproduced.

In Plate VI we consider it would be an advantage not to limit the
'psychosensory ' field to the postcentral gyrus but to include at least the
superior parietal lobule, where the function of stereognosis is principally
placed; likewise, we think the ' psychoauditory ' field too restricted in view
of disorders associated with other parts of the temporal lobe than the superior
temporal convolution. In Plate XXXIXB the position of the central section
of the cervical sympathetic in the formatio reticularis might be indicated with
advantage. More than one transverse section of the cord (only the cervical
being given) might be supplied, since, for example, Clarke's column and the
intermediolateral tract of the lateral horn are not figured.

La Syphilis du Cervelet. By J. Thiers, formerly Chef de Clinique at the
Faculty of Medicine, Paris. With 10 figures. Paris: Gaston Doin.
1934. Pp. 104. Price 20 fr.

SYPHILIS of the cerebellum cannot differ in any noteworthy degree from
cerebral syphilis of a wider kind; such features as it possesses depend mainly
if not solely on its localization. M. Thiers divides his topic into vascular
disorders, gummas, cerebellar syndromes of other forms of neurosyphilis, and
cerebellar atrophies. He has written a useful little compendium of his
subject.

History of the University of Edinburgh, 1883-1933. Edited on behalf
of the History Committee by A. Logan Turner, M.D., LL.D., F.R.C.S.
Edin. Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd. 1934. Pp. 452. Price lOs. net.

ALL former students of Edinburgh University will be delighted with this
history of their Alma Mater during the eventful 50 years preceding 1933.
Though the Editor deals properly with all the faculties, it is his account of
the faculty of medicine that will naturally appeal to medical graduates.
Here will be found a deeply interesting description of the changes and
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expansions that have marked that period, with concise yet charming notices
of the illustrious figures with whose names the glory of the University is
linked.

La Ponction Cisternale. By M. R. Castex, Rector of the University of
Buenos Aires,. and L. E. Ontaneda, Military Central Hospital, Buenos
Aires. Translated by Dr. Gaullieur L'Hardy. With 5 coloured plates
and 17 figures. Paris: Gaston Doin. 1934. Pp. 70. Price 35 fr.

THIS brochure of 70 pages contains all that need be known of the anatomy
of the cisterna magna, and of the technique of cisternal or suboccipital
puncture. Drawings and photographs, and good textual description, combine
to make it simple and practical for the beginner to master the art of this
variety of clinical procedure, whose value is not now likely to be under-
rated. The authors give in fullest detail their personal method, for which
they utilize the bi-mastoid line. Dangers, risks, and inconveniences are all
annotated, and a concise account supplied of present-day medication by the
cisternal route.

Zur Psychopathologie und Klinik der Angstzustande. By Dr. G. E.
St6rring, University of Munich. Berlin: S. Karger. 1934. Pp. 117.
Price RM 7.80.

DR. STORRING'S excellent study of anxiety states is concerned principally
with their development in the course of psychical syndromes such as schizo-
phrenia, melancholia, paranoia, hypochondriasis and so on; less attention
is paid to their occurrence outside the psychoses. It is true a section is
allotted to ' pure ' conditions of pathological anxiety, but little or nothing is
said of their episodic appearance in connexion with organic disease, nervous
or otherwise, or of their relation to epilepsy. A distinction is drawn between
anxiety and fright, also between ' mental ' and ' somatic ' forms; and a
chapter at the end discusses ' anankastic ' or compulsory anxiety, with its
correlates of compulsory thinking and action. In this latter division a few
lines allude to the condition as it occurs in postencephalitic oculogyric crises.
References to German literature are ample, but no regard is paid to the work
of Gowers and other English students of the subject-little enough, too, to
that of Freud.

o Reflexo Cremasterico: Sua Dissociasao nas Molestias Nervosas.
By Dr. J. da Fonseca Bicudo Junior. Sao Paulo: Empresa Grafica.
1934. Pp. 259.

THIS thesis is based on the study of the cremasteric reflex in 170 cases and
sets forth conclusions of some interest. In normal persons two reflexes can be
demonstrated-that caused by contraction of the cremaster muscle itself, and
that due to contraction of the lower part of obliquus internus, The former is
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much more easy to observe than the latter. Further, the cremastet reflex
itself consists of two forms; the 'superficial,' which is dependent on or at
least closely related to the state of tactile sensibility, and the ' deep,' which is
contingent on deep and in particular on visceral sensibility. The former is
evoked by excitation of the skin on the upper and inner part of the thigh;
the latter, by firm pressure over Hunter's canal, the adductor tubercle, or,
preferably, at the apex of the triangle formed by sartorius and gracilis. Both
are found normally and are subject to fewer interferences than the abdominal.
In tabes the deep cremasteric often disappears before the superficial; the
reverse is met with in peripheral neuritis of cutaneous nerves.
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