
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

better retained after discharge when the psychosis has been severe. In the
extroverted types the love-object is not a constant one and the ambivalent
tendencies are well seen. Much discussion has taken place as to the value of
psychotherapy in such types, especially in the manic-depressive group, but
successful results have been claimed. In the excited stage the patients are
too egotistic and self-satisfied to require a transfer, but in the depressive phase
the need is felt and may be gained. Tu-ree cases are given in illustration of
the above points.

C. S. R.

NEUROSES AND PSYCHONEUROSES.
[42] The psychoneuroses-Problems and lines of investigation.-C. MACFIE

CAMPBELL. Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1923, ii, 367.
THE problem presented by the psychoneurotic patient is neither this nor that
symptom, but the inefficiency of the individual in the social situation which
he has to meet. One may grant the very important role played by emotional
conflicts in the individual life, and yet may wish to know why one system
rather than another bears the brunt. One may see that the symptom is the
representative of repressed factors, and we can refer to it as a symbol, but the
question is why that symbol is chosen rather than a variety of other symbols.
Those who are working exclusively at the psychological level tend to suggest
that the choice of this special symbol is determined very largely at the psycho-
logical level, while, as a matter of fact, the key to the development ofthe
special symptom may have to be found at the physiological level. We are
not entitled to assume that vomiting, even though utilized for purposes of
psychological adaptation, is necessarily determined by its role in relation to
the complex mechanism of disgust. The main emphasis has not to be laid
UpoIn the same factors in all the cases. In some cases the disorder of a somatic
system plays an important etiological role; in some cases there are definite
emotional idiosyncrasies; in some patients special experiences have sensitized
the patient in certain directions; in some there has been, even with fair
equipment and with no obvious disorder of the simple emotional reactions, a
balance impossible to maintain for an indefinite period. In some there are
personal traits of a very special nature which cannot be reduced to simpler
elements. In the formulation of each case, one must take into account the
possibility of a disorder at each of many levels. In working at this large
group of patients we still require very much more information as to the role
played by the simple organic functions, while not neglecting the complicated
development of elaborate psychological reactions. The detailed analysis of
the special determination of the specific psychological reactions has been
carried further than the other lines of investigation, owing to the enthusiasm
of the psychoanalytic school. There remains much work to be done in regard
to the role of the various systems (cardio-vascular, gastro-intestinal, etc.) in
the setting of the emotional reactions; and the study of the personality along
lines analogous to those suggested by Hoch and Amsden is an important field
for further research.

C. S. R.
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ABSTRACTS

[43] A case of pseudo-epilepsia hysterica.-S. IIERBERT. Psychoanialytic
Review, 1923, x, 70.

TIHE patient wvas twenty-two years old, and for teII months had had fits at
regular intervals, which in their symptomatology were not distinguishable
from true epilepsy, thouigh they proved to be entirely ciirable by psycho-
analysis. The first fit commenced three months after demobilization from
the army, when he becamc exhausted from unuisuial work. One day while
walkinig he was upset by the noise of tramcars, and as hc passed lunder a rail-
way bridge the noise of a train overhead led to his collapse, and he was
taken home unconscious. Subsequently there was a special liability to fits
when hc heard street noises or a band, and more so still on approaching a
railway arch or station. lWhile in the army he had had attacks of giddiness,
which were often related to fear of his being sent into the fighting line. Pre-
vious to enlistment he had assiduiouisly kept away from women for fear of
weakening' himself, but afterwards he cohabited freely without scruple.

as the possibility rendered him careless, and weakness wouild perhaps be more
in his favo:ur. Psychoanalysis showed that his giddiness had one of its roots
in fear and another unconisciouis one connected wNith lust. In his sixteenth
year he remembered feelino hot and giddy when serving ladies in a shop,
and w.Nith his physical abstinence he had strong sextual phantasies which never
left him. Thouigh really shy and timid, he imagined himself a hero and a
ladies' man,' and showed all the symptoms of intenise narcissism. His fits

were what Abraham has called " neturotic absences," being the expression of
complete sex-absorption and fear of death. After a short time of analysis
he became entirelv free from fits, and has remained so for more than twvo
and a half years.

C. S. R.

[44] Tobacco and the individual.-A. A. BRILL. Initerniat. Jour. of Psycho-
analysis, 1922, iii, 430.

THERE are two forms of smoking, onIC the normally indulged habit, whichi
oives the individutal no partictllar conflict, and the other a part of one's
neurotic symptoms. The neurotic incorporates the tobacco habit into his
neurosis and uses it as an expression for his ceremonials or any other
psychoneurotic mechanisms. Neturotic smoking represents a regression to
infantile autoerotism, and judging by the nature of its activity there is Ino
doubt that its infantile root is thuimbstuckinig. It wouild seem, too, that
snmokinlg inl general, as well as psychoneturotic smoking, is a regression to auto-
cerotism. Smoking is a mode of expression evinced by almost all modern and
primitive men. It is the expression of an aggressive libido which the indi-
vidual attempts to adjtust. Woman is gradually taking to tobacco, as the
present-day social and economic conditions hamper her more and more in
the exercise of her maternal ftunctions and force her into activities which are
essentially unfemininic. In the normal individual smoking is an excellent
outlet ; in the neuirotic it is woven into conflicts. The writer has never
seen a single neurosis or psychosis which couild be definitely attribuited in
any way to tobacco. He wouild enlarge the famouis quiotation to: "Who
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loves not tobacco, wine, women and song, he is a fool the whole day
long."

Case histories are given which exemplify some of these points.
C. W. FORSYTH.

[45] The significance of stepping over.-GE1ZA ROHEIM. Internat. Jour. of
Psychoanalysis, 1922, iii, 320.

IT can be demonstrated from folk-lore, of which many examples are cited,
that stepping over a threshold, or over a besom, or stepping through a window,
or being passed through a window, or passing between the legs of a woman,
signifies coitus. In Mecklenbiirg there is a saying that a person who is still
growing must not step in or out through a window, unless he returns the same
way. When a child is passed through or passes through a window it is,
symbolically speaking, passed back into the womb and therefore cannot grow.
The house represents a woman, the window the vagina.

The case reported by Dr. Sokolnicka in the same jouirnal is discussed
in the light of the above interpretations. The outbreak of the phobia was
occasioned by the statement of the nurse: "A child must not be lifted
through a window because then it will not grow any more." We know from
analysis that a fear that an object will not grow is a castration fear; growing
thus representing erection. Here the boy's fear of castration did not refer
to sexuality in general, but first and foremost to coitus with the mother.
Therefore being lifted through a window does not in this instance signify
any indifferent sexual intercourse, but the incestuous one, in which he would
actually pass through the very genital organ which he had already come
through at birth.

C. W. FORSYTH.

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY.
[46] The complications and mental sequele of epidemic encephalitis; brady-

phrenia (.ttudes sur les complications et les sequelles mentales
de l'encephalite epidemique; la bradyphrenie).-NAVILLE. L'Ence-
phale, 1923, xvii, 423.

INT spite of the frequency of initial mental disorder, epidemic encephalitis
is very rarely followed by definitive psychoses (manic-depressive, acute
confusional insanity, Korsakow's syndrome, etc.). XVhat would appear to be
the most common, possibly even a pathognomonic, disturbance of mentality
in the disease is constituted by a lethargic or psychomotor torpor, often
accompanied by impairment of psychomotor automatisms analogous to that
of motor automatisms. Judgment and deliberation are intact, but executive
power is wanting. The ordinary motor defects consecutive to the disease may
not be observable, yet the patient may be completely inert and in reality
helpless, because of this absence of initiative. The author, however, is
inclined to think that if this psychical disorder is at all marked it is accom-
panied by parkinsonian symptoms. Intellectual and emotional defects ate
rarities in comparison with this extreme fatigability of initiative, interest, and
psychomotor activity. It would appear, in fact, that there is something specific
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