
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

jects of normal or almost normal intelligence, and is a particular form of
obsessional neurosis or tic. It is probable that the latter type will be seen
more often in a dermatological than in a psychiatric clinic.

R. G. GORDON.

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY.
[99] Homosexuality and alcoholism.-ROBERT M. RIGGALL. Psycho-

analytic Review, 1923, x, 157.
FREUD states that homosexual men have a strong mother-fixation, and that
all normal people show a considerable measure of latent or unconscious homo-
sexuality. The inversion component of bisexual development subsequent to
puberty becomes wholly repressed or sublimated, but the writer endeavours
to show that alcoholic excess hinders its sublimation. Homosexuality exists
in animals, especially in captivity, and in the human race is the undoubted
result of civilization. It can hardly be accepted that the perversion is either
completely congenital or completely acquired. Many types are alluded to by
different writers, and Ferenczi draws a hard and fast line between the active
and the passive. He declares that the passive represents a true intermediate
sexual stage, and that the active type suffers from an obsessional neurosis.
The former is comparatively rare. Analytic results are not very encouraging,
but the heterosexual side can be developed and strengthened. Capacity for
heterosexual intercourse is no proof of normal sexuality, and Don Juanism
may even be proof of an individual's homosexuality. The study of nar-
cissism tends to show that the homosexual sees himself in his love-object as
in a mirror. In the psychosexual history of the passive type an inverted
C3Edipus complex may be found where the boy wishes to take the mother's
place to gain the father's affection. Here the child soon manifests his effemi-
nate character, over-represses his anal interests and develops an exaggerated
love for perfumes. The male aggressive type under-represses his anal-erotic
activities and may be coprophilic. A severely corrected heterosexual act
in childhood may have led to dread of the opposite sex. The connection
between active homosexual tendencies and sadism must be noted, as well as
the part it plays in the pathogenesis of paranoia. Stanford Read, who noted
paranoid states commonly in his war work, suggested that the herding to-
gether of large numbers of men may have thus aroused latent homosexuality.

Alcohol increases homosexuality by removing various resistances, but
other conflicts are uncovered through regression to various levels of psycho-
sexual development. Sadistic and masochistic tendencies may be released,
and many brutal crimes are committed during intoxication. Frequently an
apparently exaggerated state of heterosexuality will be a cover for homo-
sexuality. Those women who drink will frequently show inverted ten-
dencies, but whereas men drink to overcome the repression of natural homo-
sexuality, women are more likely to drink in order to bring out the male side
of their sexuality. Alcoholics frequently become impotent and are subject
to false ideas of jealousy. The male alcoholic becomes unfaithful, and projec-
tion causes him to think that his wife is such, while by the further projection
of his homosexuality he accuses his wife of being in love with the men he
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himself loves. True dipsomaniacs are compelled to drink through some
unconscious factor, and the initial anxiety is the result of sexual conflict and
repression. A faulty psychosexual development is, therefore, the keynote of
the whole drink problem. Alcoholism is the result and not the cause of
neurosis. A case illustrating many of these points is briefly quoted.

C. S. R.

[100] The ontogenesis of introvert and extrovert tendencies.-ALICE G.
IKIN. Brit. Jour. Med. Psychol., 1923, iii, 95.

HUAIAN- civilization tends to increase individual powers of subsistence with
relatively small fertility; in other words, there is a predominance of ego over
sex instincts, or, according to Jung, introversion rather than extroversion.
To avoid the sacrifice of the race to the individual, nature appears to have
supplied Iman with a stronger sex instinct than is required for reproduction.
Freud states that the conflict resulting from this is between ego and sex
instincts, and Jung believes that it is between introvert and extrovert re-
actions. There is more in common between the views of Jung and Freud on
the theory of the libido as an essentially psychic force than the difference in
terminologyVwould lead one to expect. Jung does not admit that desexualised
primal libido can never be restored to its original function. Freud and Jung
both admnit a sexual force capable of sublimation or desexualisation, and a force
which is innlately desexualised, both believing that they are not mutually
convertible forces. Jung should therefore refrain from tracing the origin of
both of them to one of them. Freud and Jung both believe that evolution is
the history of conflict between the non-sexual individualising derivative and
the sexuial undifferenitiated reproductive force, repetition of this conflict
occurrin(y in the indi'vidual. The authoress believes that since neither the
individual nior the race is to be sacrificed, the compromise must be a new pro-
duct differing, from, but including, egoism and sexuality. She believes this
product to be altruism, and in this respect differs from Freud, who considers
that the libido can never be altruistic. She thinks that the term ' altruism '

should be reserved for the higher sublimation of both interest and libido, and
considers Freud has ignored the fact that libido is responsible for race-
preservation interests when he states that object interest is the onlly altruism.
She amplifies the dcfinitioni of sublimation, which, according to her view\,
should miean " the deflection of the eniergy motivating any instinlct into social
inistead of egoistic channels."

Neither the school of Freud nor of Jung appears to recognize the comple-
mentary nature of their views concerning the conflict between narcissistic and
object libido. Introvert-extrovert conflict appears to be that existing between
narcissistic and object libido. The repressing force appears to be narcissistic
libido focussed on the ego-ideal. The force of conscience is derived from
libido embodied in the ego-ideal, which ideal is a social product. Freud and
Adler fail to see that both egoistic interest and libido are repressed as antago-
nistic to an ego-ideal, their cases supporting their respective views. The
authoress concludes by referring to her own analysis and states in a foot-note
that she suffered from dissociations of personality. She discovered that in the
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breaking-down of transference the ideal of the object was identified with the
self. She passed through a stage of the formation of an idealised image of the
object, the libido being detached from the object to the ideal, and, secondly, of
identification of the ideal with the self.

ROBERT M. RIGGALL.

[101] The ' reality-feeling ' in phantasies of the insane.-HEN-RY DEVIXE.
Brit. Jour. Med. Psychol., 1923, iii, 83.

THE author starts with a description of a case in which he was able to observe
the development of delusions in their early stages. He states that this case
throws some light on delusional formation and the belief of these patienrts in
the reality of their phantasies. The patient exhibited memory visions con-
nected with noble birth and associations with the royal family. The grandiose
delusional attitude developed later from these earlier visions, and the patient
became a typical paraphrenic. In this case of an intelligent adult the foster-
parent phantasy found expression in a delusional form. The difference
between the wish-fulfilment foster-parent phantasy of the child or psycho-
neurotic, who enjoys it although knowing it to be imaginary, and the psycho-
tic, is that the latter knows it to be real. Like the phantasy which is built up
from memory images, the foster-parent delusion is probably a massive
revival of similar phantasies in childhood. The abnormal character of the
phantasy is constituted in the feeling with which it is invested. The differ-
ence between phantasy and delusion is important but elusive, and, in the case
quoted, it is just this vague quality of the phantasy which constitutes the
difference between insanity and the neurosis. Stress is laid on the non-
volitional character of the images in the mind of the psychotic. This patient
did not wish to be great, but " greatness was thrust upon him." The develop-
ment of the delusion is compared to the development of an instinct. Delu-
sions symbolise the working of unmoral primitive impulses, and, in this instance,
express omnipotence and egoism. The onset of the delusion often results
in a cessation of tension and appears to supply a fundamental need. It
is unfortunate that no psychotherapeutic method is able to prevent the
development of delusional trends. Examples of the primitive instincts
which control the psychotic are found in the hallucinatory personality which
overshadows the patient (sadistic impulse) and also in the homosexual
impulse of the paranoiac. The behaviour of these patients is the logical
outcome of their biological inferiorities.

ROBERT M. RIGGALL.

[102] The causal factors of juvenile crime.-CYRIL BURT. Brit. Jour. Med.
Psychol., 1923, iii, 1.

THIS article gives a survey of the causation of juvenile delinquency in a series
of 187 children (123 boys and 64 girls), 400 non-delinquent children of the same
social status being used as a control group. The data thus arrived at are
carefully tabulated, and the question of sampling error is briefly discussed.
The inquiry shows that, excluding mental deficiency, heredity has only an
indirect influence upon delinquency, but that the home environment is of
paramount importance. Physical factors again seem to bear only an indirect
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relationship to crime; their real influence is exerted through the mind, for
anything that weakenis health or induces a feeling of inferiority diminishes
self-control, heightens irritability and induces antisocial outbreaks. Psycho-
logical conditions are found to be supreme both in number and strength, and,
of these, emotional factors are more significaint than intellectual ones. Emo-
tionally delinquents are preponderantly of the ' repressed type,' but the
inhibitory feelings of pain, sorrow, fear, etc., are conspicuous by their absence.
Burt, howNever, is doubtful as to the r6'le played by repressed complexes in
producing delinquency, since psychoanalysis so far as it has been undertaken
discovers practically identical complexes in normals. The inquiry as a whole
supports the view that crime in any given case nearly always is attributable,
not to any single cause, but to a multiplicity of factors-that is to say, there
is no such thing as a distinetive criminal type.

ALFRED CAIRVER.

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-4.14.193 on 1 A

ugust 1923. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/

