
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

[210] Neurasthenia and inverted maternal instinct.-W. AIRLIE. Practitioner,
1926, cxvii, 382.

THE author discusses neurasthenia, the clinical picture of which he regards as
the result of inefficient suprarenal activity added to thyroid hyperactivity.
lts differential diagnosis from inverted maternal instinct is examined, where a
childless woman bestows on herself and her own health all the thought, interest,
and assiduous care she would have given to a child. For the latter condition
he recommends the adoption of a child, as he points out that it never occurs
in teachers or nurses.

E. CASSON.
PSYCHOSES.

[211] Observations on the prison psychoses.-H. P. T. YOUNG. Jour. of
Ment. Sci., 1927, lxxiii, 80.

AMONG about 3,000 convicts who were placed under mental observation,
there were 19 cases in which disordered states of a prison type were observed.
Of these none can be said to have conformed in all respects with the conditions
it seemed necessary to adopt in defining a true 'prison psychosis.' Five of
them were certified insane, the remainder being discharged from the prison
hospital after periods of observation varying from a few weeks to several
months. The condition which has been described appears to form a connecting
link between the anxiety neuroses of a traumatic origin on the one hand and
systematized delusional insanity on the other, bordering on the former more
especially in first offenders who have temporarily lost their capacity to realise
the full responsibility for their crimes, and on the latter in recidivists whose
antisocial feelings are more strongly developed, and whose facility in projecting
their guilt appears to be more pronounced. The recovery from the disorder
on discharge resembles in some cases the solution of a conflict in persons who
have suffered from nervous symptoms as a result of an accident, when their
claim for damages is settled by monetary compensation. In the more long-
standing ones, however, the querulant habit may be too firmly established to
permit of this solution. The development of the symptoms is not rapid as a
rule, a period of six to eighteen months being usually required. The majority
of the cases were in either the third or fourth decade. From a reference to
the insanity and age statistics it would appear that the age at which the greatest
number were found at the prison (Parkhurst) is between the 25th and 35th
years, with the peak at the 30th year, rapidly rising to and falling from this
p -int.

Proof of the existence of a specific action of prison environment on the
me'ntal condition of long-term prisoners would suggest that there should be
';ome relation between the liability to mental disorder and the increasing length
at imprisonment, and, in consequence, that the prevalence of prison psychoses
would be greater in aged recidivists. This does not appear to be the case,

367

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-7.28.367 on 1 A

pril 1927. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


however, for an analysis of the mental condition of 50 aged convicts does not
reveal the presence of any disorder apart from the mental changes which may
accompany old age in ordinary circunmstances. It must be admitted, however,
that no final conclusion can be drawn from the present state of a group composed
of only 50 men. Septic foci were rarely absent in persons who developed
morbid mental states while in prison. In no case was a positive Wassermann
test found. The absence of tc prison type of disorder among the tubercular
was noticeable. Convicts who are compelled, by reason of some physical
defect, to work at the less productive or interesting tasks are, on the whole,
more liable to develop morbid states of mind than are those whose tasks more
closely approximate to the work to which their class is accustomed outside
prison. The question of endocrine imbalance as a possible factor was considered,
but- routine physical examination revealed no gross changes in the thyroid
gland. Finally an enquiry into the presence or absence of a history of alcoholism
was made in each case. Excessive drinking in one or both parents was not
uncommonly found-a fact which could only be regarded as a possible cause
of any psychopathic tendencies in the subject. C. S. R.

[212] A study of delirium.-LLOYD H. ZIEGLER. Amer. Jour. of Psychiat.,
1927, vi, 105.

.OF 91 patients having 130 instances of delirium, 64 remembered some descrip-
tive facts about them. The character of these deliriums coincided fairly
well with the descriptions in the literature. Typhoid fever, pneumonia, and
influenza were mostly the exciting causes. No individual differences in the
deliriums in these three diseases were observed in the cases studied. Though
most of them occurred in those under 20 years of age, a goodly number came
in later years. The severest tended to occur at earlier ages. As regards
sex, they were about equally divided between males and females. Over half
of all deliriums were mild. The disease most frequently associated with the
severest types was typhoid fever. There was a marked tendency for deliriums
to be alike in the same person even with different diseases, though in some cases
they were quite dissimilar. This was especially true if they occurred in the
same person at widely varying ages. Since delirium can be induced by drugs
as well as by infections and toxoemias of disease, it seems apparent that the
inciting agent only serves to release certain behaviour-tendencies that are
part and parcel of the personality. This serves to explain their protean
manifestations. C. S. R.

[2131 A study of psychoses occurring in relation to childbirth.-ELIZABETH
KILPATRICK and HARRY M. TIEBOLTT. Amer. Jour. of Psychiat.,
1927, vi, 145.

FROM the writers' series of 72 cases, no psychosis peculiar to childbirth was
..found. The various types occurring at this time appeared to be essentially
the same as psychoses occurring at other times. In their series 32 per cent.
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

were deliria, 50 per cent. manic-depressive psychoses, 14 per cent. dementia
precox, 4 per cent. psychoneuroses. Fifty-two per cent. of the deliria were
without discoverable toxic factors. The duration of any toxic cases was
longer than expected. Seventy-five per cent. of the manic-depressive psychoses
were depressed; 17 per cent. manic; 8 per cent. circular. Among the
depressions were a number with the element of confusion which was found to
be more frequent in those with an accompanying physical factor. The prognosis
did not seem to be altered. All the dementia precox group were of paranoid
reaction. The authors conclude that childbearing presents many problems of
a physical and psychical nature which play a definite role in the production of
psychoses. They do not of themselves, however, determine the type of re-
action but merely act as exciting or precipitating agents in the onset of the
illness.

C. S. R.

[214] Postoperative psychosis.-GILBERT BROWN. Med. Jour. of Australia
1925, xii, 457.

THE author gives a summary of cases reported previously and reports two of
his own.

The first was that of a woman of 39, who developed acute confusion, with
delusions of poisoning, two days after an operation on account of asthma,
consisting in resection of the nasal septum, with removal of the anterior end
of the middle turbinate and some ethmoidal cells, under ethyl chloride and
ethanesal anaesthetic. She recovered in two months.

The second was that of a man of 28, operated on for acute appendicitis
under ether anaesthesia, who developed acute excitement, with the delusion
that he was God, twelve days after operation. He recovered in a few months.

E. CASSON.

[215] The cyanosis of dementia praecox: a study of gas relationships of the
blood, with clinical observations.-LMLIAN SEGAL and LELAND E.
HINSIE. Amer. Jour. Med. Sci. 1926, clxxi, 727.

THE authors give the result of a study of the blood of 14 young male dementia
proecox patients and two controls. They found in cases of cyanosis that:
(1) The oxygen capacity was normal. (2) The oxygen content was below normal
and the blood showed a consequent arterial unsaturation. (3) The oxygen
consumption was high. (4) The cyanosis therefore appeared to be caused by
(a) incomplete oxidation of blood in the lungs; (b) increased reduction of
oxyhoemoglobin to reduce htemoglobin in the peripheral capillaries. (5) The
nean capillary unsaturation approached the low limit for cyanosis, as in
influenza and pneumonia. (6) The red blood cell count showed a slight but
uiniform increase in the corpuscles of venous over arterial blood. The patients'
hieart-rate showed little increase after exercise.

E. CASSON.
G
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[216] Psychogalvanic studies in schizophrenia.-H. C. Syz. Arch. of Neurol.
and Psychiat., 1927, xvi, 747.

IN a study of the psychogalvanic reaction in schizophrenia it was found that
spontaneous and disconnected galvanic waves, present in only a few normal
persons, occurred in almost all paranoid schizophrenic patients, and also in
a fair number of catatonic and depressed patients. Paranoid schizophrenic
patients, in spite of their high total of galvanic waves, gave few reactions
connected with outside stimuli, but many waves which appeared spontaneously,
quite independent of environmental influences. This does not point to a
lowered emotivity in these patients but rather to the fact that their emotional
fluctuations are directed by a type of stimuli other than that active inthe normal
individual; it is an experimental corroboration of the clinical observation
that these persons have the tendency to react (emotionally and in their
behaviour) more to endogenously arising stimuli and less to environmental
situations. In depressed states the galvanic records correspond to what might
be expected from a consideration of the clinical picture-an increase of the
spontaneous waves and a consistent regularity in the shape of both the galvanic
and the respiratory curves. R. M. S.

[2171 An interpretation of mental symptoms of dementia praecox.-ARTHUR
ERNEST DAVIES. Jour. Abn. Soc. Psychol., 1926, xxi 284.

THE total picture of the mental life of dementia praecox is that of a mind that
has allowed the emotional disturbances that normally accompany the common
failures of life to become the central and controlling motive of its thought and
action. The ordinary give-and-take of life brings to light weaknesses in the
psychophysical 'make-up' of these patients, and the form in which these
weaknesses manifest themselves is that of a wounded amour propre. The
disease from the psychological point of view consists in the series of efforts that
individuals with the characteristic psychophysical disposition make to re-
establish themselves in the community of their fellows. But they do this in the
wrong way. The cure of their wounded self-feeling is for them the chief concern
of life. Beneath the protean forms that the disease assumes, there is always
to be found the false emphasis on objective facts and a false direction of personal
activities that have their basis in the one-sided importance that these patients
attach to their own self-feeling. With the progress of the disease, the ways in
which the fundamental emotional change is expressed are found in the charac-
teristic symptomatology. The patient endeavours to construct life in a way that
will be least damaging to the feelings of his own importance. There is a pro-
gressive withdrawal from a larger and larger number of contacts with the world
around him, and an attempt is made to organize those that remain in a manner
satisfactory to himself. Because the chief necessity is the reinstatement of his
positive self-feeling, and because the method he adopts leads him to disregard
the correlative claims or rights of other people, he meets with less and less

370 ABSTRACTS

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-7.28.367 on 1 A

pril 1927. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/
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success, and finally falls into quite nonsocial expressions of himself in speech
(incoherence, verbigeration, echolalia), action (mannerisms, automatisms,
negativism), and ideas (hallucinations, delusions). Throughout, the intellect,
which is not at first seriously involved, is reacted upon by the narrowing of the
patient's contacts with the life about him. It undergoes* a progressive
deterioration as the result of the conjoint operation of the two factors: the
insufficiency of the affective motive, and the inadequacy of the objective
material with which it works. The psychological treatment should consist
in helping the patient to maintain as large a number as possible of points of
vital contact with his environment, and in fostering an enlargement of his
emotional life so that these newer experiences can be permanently assimilated
to the other elements of his personality. C. S. R.

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY.

[218] A note on the Wasserman reaction in the blood-serum of male admissions
to Hanwell Mental Hospital.-G. A. LILLY and E. L. HoPKRINS. Jour.
of Ment. Sci., 1927, lxxiii, 108.

IN a series of 412 cases admitted in two years, the blood-serum was tested,
and of these, 105, or 25.48 per cent., were found to be positive. This shows
the distinctly high incidence of syphilis of 1 in every 4 admissions. An analysis
of these cases shows several interesting features. On admission, 55 cases,
although actively syphilitic, did not present signs suggestive of general paralysis.
Later a certain number developed sufficiently to be recognized as general
paralysis-a recognition hastened by the fact that their sera were known to be
positive. It was evident that syphilis occurred in eight types of mental dis-
order, presenting symptoms in no way suggestive of syphilis. Of the 105
admissions with positive sera, no less than 21, or 20 per cent., were diagnosed
on admission as confusional insanity. This was to be expected in view of the
prevalence of a confusional state in the earlier stages of general paralysis-
an expectation borne out by further observation of these confusional cases,
in which 11 were diagnosed ultimately as general paralysis. The immediate
recognition of the presence of syphilis enabled early antisyphilitic treatment to
be carried out, with excellent results in many cases. The knowledge that
syphilis is the causative factor has a definite bearing upon the prognosis, as it
was found that when the cerebrospinal fluid was negative, antisyphilitic treat-
ment was often successful. Four cases with a clinical picture of general
paralysis on admission were found to have negative sera. The 55 cases with
positive sera on admission, but without symptoms suggestive of general
paralysis, were diagnosed under eight forms of mental disorder as: delusional,
8; confusional, 21; melancholia, 4; senile dementia, 7; gross brain lesion,
3; mania (recent), 6; dementia praecox, 3; epilepsy, 3-55 cases.

C. S. R.
G 2
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