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psychological tests in Volume I, are invaluable and indispensable to research
students in this field.

Of the numerous statements throughout this work which introduce new
and challenging viewpoints in psychology, space only allows the quotation of
the following: " Consciousness stands in the same relation to the vigilance
of the higher centres as adapted and purposive reflexes to that of those of
lower rank in the neural hierarchy. When vigilance is high, mind and body
are poised in readiness to respond to any event external or internal." And
again: " There is no more difficulty in understanding how an act of conscious-
ness can affect a physiological process, than to comprehend how one reflex
can control and modify another of a lower order " (Vol. I, p. 496). One feels
that the metaphysical problem of the relation of mind and matter still remains
unsolved. Nevertheless, Sir Henry Head, more than any other scientist,
has brought us appreciably nearer its solution.

WILLiAM BROWN.

Types of Mind and Body. By E. MILLER, M.A., M.B. With 6 illustrations.
Psyche Miniature Series. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co.,
Ltd. 1926. Pp. 132. Price 2s. 6d. net.

IN this admirable little volume a condensed outline is given of recent work
on the correlation between bodily constitution and reaction-type. The author
follows more or less closely the investigations of Kretschmer, who has discovered
an affinity between a body-build of the pyknic type and the cyclothymic or
extroverted temperament on the one hand, and between a body-build of the
asthenic type and the schizophrenic or introverted temperament, on the other.
A study of the neurovegetative reaction fills the wide gap between the morpho-
logical and psychological, and provides an explanation for the differences in
the affectivity which the two temperaments exhibit. The author suggests that
the cyclothymic tends to be sympathicotonic, and the schizophrenic vagotonic.

This synthesis between the morphological, physiological, and psychological
indicates directions in which investigations in relation to the biogenetic psy-
choses are likely to be fruitful in results. It makes it evident that the psychotic
subject should be studied as a whole, and, since this is so essential, we feel
that those who are commencing the study of psychiatry would find themselves
well repaid by acquainting themselves with the views developed by Dr. Miller
in this engagingly written book.

H. D.

Genius: Some Revaluations. By ARTHUR C. JACOBSON. New York:
Greenberg, Publisher. 1926. Pp. 160. Price $2.50.

GENIUS no doubt presents problems as much as does degeneracy or criminality,
but we are apt to think less, or hear less, of them in view of the glory of achieve-
ment by which they are dimmed if not obscured. Men of genius are departures
from the normal in an upward direction, supermen on a higher plane than that
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which suffices for the commonalty. But in not a few instances criticism empha-
sises mental inequalities that accompany the manifestations of genius, and in
appraising the value of the latter does not hesitate to point out how the factors
underlying them may seemingly act in other directions to the individual's
detriment. The contention set forth by the author of this readable volume is
to the effect that genius is a property (if the expression be not misunderstood)
of the secondary or subconscious personality of the person concerned ; that only
when inhibitions are paralysed are its creative powers set free ; that release can
be accomplished through the agency of such factors as alcohol or tuberculosis,
or even of the spirochseta pallida ; and that " the conditions and canons of our
highly artificial civilisation are conducive to repression," self-expression is
censored or smothered, and, one supposes, numerous geniuses consequently
blush unseen.

It is all really very interesting, but painfully one-sided: Who is to decide
when talent passes into genius ? For his thesis the author cites, it is true, such
well-known cases as those of De Quincey, Keats, Edgar Allan Poe, Swinburne,
Robert Louis Stevenson, Francis Thompson, yet for one of the select company
he adds ten whose names, it is fair to say, awaken no respondent note of assent
in the reader's mind. Was Elizabeth Barrett Browning really a genius, and
Olive Schreiner ? Robert Southey and Charles Kingsley, Katherine Mansfield
and Hannah More ? Or is it possible he has selected those in literature who
have struggled with ill-health and called them ipso facto geniuses? And what
plain, straightforward, objective evidence has he adduced to prove that disease
has as a fact been instrumental in releasing faculties which otherwise might
never have blossomed into maturity ? Can it be that some of his writers accom-
plished much in spite of physical incapacities, not because of them ? Curiously
enough, he has not a word to say of men of genius in the world of medicine and
science. Possibly drink, tubercle, and syphilis are not such useful adjuvants
to them, for some unexplained reason, as to others in the rank.

Le RAve et la Psychanalyse. By DR. R. LAFORGUE, with the collaboration
of DRS. ALLENDY, ED. PICHON and R. DE SAUSSURE. Introduction by
DR. HESNARD. Paris: A. Maloine. 1926. Pp. 249. Price 12 francs.

THIS work consists of a series of essays on the psychology of. dreams and
analogous psychotic manifestations by various writers, each of whom guards
his own opinions intact and is thus at liberty to express himself from a personal
point of view. The book is not intended to furnish a schematic presentation
*of Freud's dream theory; it is a more or less original work in which a number
of new and interesting ideas are developed. Dr. Hesnard writes a lengthy
preface in which he submits the psychoanalytic theory of dreams to a critical
examination, and warns the reader against too hasty an acceptance of the new
doctrines and interpretations. Altogether the book creates the impression that
the assimilation of the new teaching with traditional French psychiatry will
lead to some interesting developments. H. D.
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