
REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS

sure advance, viz., collocation and correlation of actual observations, with clue
attention to the results both of experiment and of treatment.

The first part of the volume provides a remarkably complete investigation
of the present state of anatomical and physiological knowledge of the sensory
system, from peripheral receptors to cortical and psychological svnthesis
the second(I part deals wN7ith the painful conditions which the clinician is called
on to treat, ranging from lesions of the peripheral nerves to headache. Well
illustrated and well arranged, we know of no single contribution to the subject
that can be compared with this, which is a monument to the erudition of its
distinguished author.

Space will not allow of any detailed discussion of its novelties and its
debateable points, which deserve an article to themselves. Suffice it to say
that no such outstanding contribution to the subject has appeared sinlce the
beginning of the century, and it will undoubtedly form the standar( work for
reference henceforward. Its appearance in an English edition is much to
be desired.

S. A. K. W.

Psychopathology; its Development and its Place in Medicine.
By BERNARD HART, M.D. (Lond.), F.R.C.P. (Lond.), Physician in
Psychological Medicine, University College Hospital, etc. Cambridge:
University Press. 1927. Pp. 156. Price 7s. 6d. net.

IN a convenient volume Dr. Bernard Hart has reprinted two former papers
of his, dealing with the psychology of rumour and with the methods of psycho-
therapy, and has incorporated also his recent Goulstonian lectures to form
together a presentment of the development of psychopathology as an accepted
science of to-day and a critical description of divergent views of its chief expo-
nent schools. If most students of the subject are already familiar with Dr.Hart's
writings they should none the less present themselves with this clearly printed
and nicely got-up volume; its intrinsic merits need no recommendation.
Dr. Hart's attitude is to some extent that of the eclectic, probably a wise position
in these days of revision; but it is clearly based on original thinking and on
personal investigation of psychopathological material, so that no enthusiast
for one or other particular school can take exception to his criticisms as being
uninformed or unpractical. The book forms an extremely useful mi8e au point
both for the clinical and the academic psychologist, and is assured df widespread
appreciation.

Thought and the Brain. By HENRI PIERON, Professor at the College de
France. Translated by C. K. OGDEN, Editor of " Psyche." London:
Kegan Paul & Co. 1927. Pp. 262. Price 12s. 6d. net.

MR. OGDEN deserves well of the intellectual public for his translation of
Professor Pieron's fine volume entitled Le Cerveau et la Pensee, which was
published in 1923. The latter was recognised at the time as a contribution
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of outstanding merit to the always interesting and difficult problems of the
interrelation of mind and brain. It contained an amazing amount of neuro-
logical material of precisely that kind of which the student of organic neurology
rather tends to fight shy, inasmuch as it is concerned with Grenzgebiete into
which he gropes his way with some hesitation. W"hat pleased most in connexion
therewith was the approach of the author strictly from the neurological, as
opposed to the psychological side, yet the book was conspicuous for its fairness
and for its obvious sympathy with the standpoint of the student of mind.
The book has served as an introduction to the problems mentioned above
second to none, in the reviewer's experience, for its combination of organisation
of data with ability to draw therefrom conclusions of both neurological and
psychological import-a feature conspicuously wanting in many more am-
bitious productions.

On the whole, Mr. Ogden's translation reads easily and follows the original
not slavishly but with sufficient closeness, when allowance is made for idioniatic
differences. Yet some comment seems worth while. It is regrettable that the
translator uises the word ' medullary ' instead of spinal ' as an equivalent
for the French `medullaire,' since the English student is familiar with
medullarv ' as standing for 'bulbar ' (we use the term medulla almost entirelv

in reference to the medulla oblongata). Prickly pain' cannot be considered
a proper rendering of ' douleur a la piqure,' and 'median' for 'mesial' is
similarly apt to be misunderstood. On the median si(le there is evidently a
confusion of the two lateral innervations, each corresponding to a decuissation
of the hemisphere," is a faulty translation of il y a e'videmment, sur cette
r6erion me'diane, un enichlev etrement des deux innervations laterales corre-
spondant chacune 'a l'hemisphere croise." However, these and various other
imperfections do not detract from the worth of the translation as a whole,
and can in no way, of course, impair the value of the book.

S. A. K. W.

Ueber Kongenitale Wortblindheit (angeborene Leseschwaiche). By
Dr. FRITZ BACHMANN, Munich. With 4 illustrations. Berlin: S. Karger.
1927. Pp. 72. Price M. 4.20.'

ANY contribution calculated to throw some light on the still obscure problem
of the child who is congenitallv word-blind is welcoine. Dr. Bachmann's
slender brochure deserves attention, although he has not been able to
elucidate the essential nature of the condition better than those who have
preceded him, nor has he. so far as w,e have noticed, given full consideration
to the recent work of Orton on the subject, referring solely to a now somewhat
old communication by that author. The accounts of Dr. Bachmann's personal
cases are descriptive rather than analyNtic, and have their value. Accordiig
to him, the chief features of the condition mav be summed up as follo-s:
inability to associate correctly the individual letters forming a given vord,
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