
men at le Havre) there was an average of less than one case of herpes per thous-
anld mnen per annum, the rate among 1,200 syphilitics was 4 cases of herpes per
thousand. In 50 cases of herpes of all kinds 60 per cent. were intercostal and
40 per cent. were on other parts; but among 34 cases of herpes in syphilitics,
less than 25 per cent. were intercostal and 75 per cent. had other localisations;
Schulman found the similar proportions in his 23 cases of herpes in syphilitics.
Ophthalmic herpes, especially, is often associated with syphilis.

Dujardin points out that the common distribution of herpes in syphilis
corresponds to the areas of the meninges which syphilis chiefly affects, viz.,
on the base of the skull and in the lumbar portion of the spinal theca. He con-
siders that syphilitic neuromeningitis renders the theca and vessels more perme-
able and thus opens the way for infection of the nervous system by the virus
of herpes. J. P. M.

[153] On the nature of the cremasteric reflex.-G. ARONOVITCH. Jour. Nerv.
Ment. Dis., 1926, lxiv, 235.

AN investigation of the date of appearance and constancy of the cremasteric
reflex as compared with the abdominal reflex in infants. The cremasteric is the
older both phylogenetically and ontogenetically and this explains its persistence
in pyramidal lesions when the abdominal is lost. R. (G. G.

TREATMENT.
[154] The treatment of meningococcal meningitis (A propos du traitement

de la meningite cerebro-spinale 'a meningocoques).-BoUCHE. Jour.
de neurol. et de psychiat., 1927, xxvii, 311.

THE author strongly recommends intraventricular injection of antimeningo-
coccal serum at an early stage. The site of the infection is in the choroid plexus
and serum injected into the spinal theca or even into the cisterna magna does
not find its way into the ventricles in sufficient concentration and may not
gain entrance to them at all, owing to blockage of the aqueduct. The results
of intraventricular injection in children have been extremely good; in adults,
in the cases hitherto reported, they have not been nearly so good, but that is
probably because puncture of the ventricles has not been undertaken until the
patients were in extremis or nearly so. J. P. M.

[155] The treatment of trigeminal and occipital neuralgias (Le traitement des
neuralgies trigeminales et occipitales rebelles).-MUSKENS. Jour. de
neurol. et de psychiat., 1927, xxvii, 451.

IN this paper the indications for and the results of operation in cases of trigemi-
nal and occipital neuralgia are described and a number of illustrative cases are

reported. In the gasserian operation the author recommends crushing as well
as dividing the affected division of the nerve distal to the ganglion, because this
effectively prevents regeneration of the fibres.

The paper is illustrated with some excellent diagrams and there are inter-
isting remarks on the probable nat'ire an(l caiise of these neiiralgias. J. P. AT.,
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ENDOC'RINOLOG1Y

[156] Attempts to inhibit the muscular rigidity of Parkinsonism by means
of curare (Versuche die Muiskelrigiditit beim Parkinsonismuis durch
Injektion von Kurare zu beseitigen).-KAIRIUKSCHTIS and KUTORGA.
Miunch. med. IVoch., 1927, lxxiv, 537.

AN attempt was made to abolish the excessive muscle tonus of Parkinsonism
by means of local injections of curare. The preparation used was 'Kuraril,'
which contains 05 per cent. of curare. The injections produced an ameliora-
tion of about a week's duration, but caused considerable pain at the site of
injection. J. P. M.

En6tocritnologp,
[157] The symptomatology of hypophyseal tumours with reference to the

hypophyseal cachexia of Simmonds (Zur Symptomatologie der
Hypophysentumoren mit Hinweis auf die Simmondssche hypophysare
Kachexie).-E. REDLICH. Jahrb. f. Psychiat. u. Neurol., 1927,
xlv, 276.

THE svndrome of Simmonds-cachexia of pituitary origin-comprises not
merely an emaciation varying in degree, but also such symptoms as dry and
wrinkled skin, giving rise to a senile appearance, loss of teeth without caries,
loss of pubic and axillary hair; depression, muscular weakness, feeling of
coldness, subnormal temperature, bradycardia, low blood pressure; metabolic
disorders, impairment of sexual functions, tendency to drowsiness and sleep,
are also among the features that have been reported. The improvement
practically always obtained by the administration of pituitary extracts seems
to point definitely to the pituitary origin of the syndrome, which nevertheless
is in fact more pluriglandular than otherwise. Besides, there is good reason
to believe that some at least of the symptoms are extra-hypophyseal, and
attributable to dysfunction of centres behind the pituitary, in the floor and
walls of the third ventricle.

A case is here described in minute detail, conforming more or less to the
type originally reported by Simmonds, and ascribed to insufficiency of the
anterior lobe of the organ. There is a useful bibliography.

J.V.

[158] Some aspects of psychoendoc. ine-metabolic disturbances.-EDWARD
HUNTINGDON WILLIAMS. Met ical World, 1927, xxvii, 159.

THE close association between certain psy -hopatofies and endocrine disturbances
has been observed for years. In the inveos-igation of the relationship between
the psychoses and the endocrine system, the conditions grouped under the
general term " dementia praecox " naturally present themselves for critical

265

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-8.31.264 on 1 January 1928. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/

