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is utterly iincapacitated physically. His delusion is still present, but it is not
nearly so insistent; nor is his sexual desire so great as at first. Apparently
with the waning of the desire the delusion, too, is subsiding.

The case seems of importance to the author in that a well-known projection
mechanism was seen to be operating in a person with specific organic disease
of the brain.

C. S. R.

[166] Abortive disseminated sclerosis with mental type of onset (Sclerose en
plaques fruste a debut mentale).-R. TARGOWLA. L'Encephale,
1927, xxii, 169.

THIS paper gives a clinical account of a woman of 32 who shortly after a sudden
loss of consciousness developed acute maniacal excitement. Her delirium was
characterised by logorrhoea, fears, delusions and hallucinations. After 12 days
she became calmer and then passed into a phase of depression with anxiety.
She had ideas of unreality; she wept readily; cerebration was markedly
retarded. A second bout of excitement followed which was in turn succeeded
by depression and that in its turn by a third manic phase.

Examination of her nervous system revealed a fixed expression and a
tendency towards movement en bloc. Speech was somewhat scanning and
dysarthric and there was some nasal quality in the voice. The pupils were
unequal. All the tendon jerks were brisk and the plantars flexor in type;
there were no abdominal responses. Some cedema was visible in the left macu-
lar area, surrounded by a small haemorrhage. Later, the patient developed
definite nystagmus, weakness of convergence, and tremor of the tongue. . There
was never any intention tremor of the limbs. The Wassermann reaction was
negative, and the spinal fluid normal except for some increase in the sugar
content.

During the periods of excitement some evidence of increased thyroid activity
could be detected in her tachycardia, vasomotor instability, and a slight
degree of proptosis.

The author has chosen to regard this case as a probable example of dissemin-
ated sclerosis, in which psychotic manifestations are predominant.

M. C.

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY.

[167] Researches on the permeability of the meninges in some mental diseases
(Untersuchungen fiber die Permeabilitat der Meningen bei einigen
Geisteskrankheiten).-F. WEIL. Schweiz. Arch. f. Neurol. u. Psychiat.,
1927, xx, 196.

THE question of what is meant precisely by permeability of the meninges is
nol settled. It is known that the cerebrospinal fluid normally contains only
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY2

some of the constituents of the blood from which it is derived; under
pathological circumstances the fluid content may be altered, but the nature
of the mechanism behind the alterations is not clearly understood. One of the
newer methods (Walter) consists in administering a watery solution of sodium
bromide (-06 grm. per kilo of body weight) to the subject daily for five days; on
the sixth blood is withdrawn and a lumbar puncture performed. Bromide
estimation in both is made (for details see the original) and the relation of the
concentration in the two is taken as the quotient of permeability (P.-Q.).
The greater the meningeal permeability, the smaller is the quotient; to obtain
the latter, the bromide content of the blood is divided by that of the fluid.
According to Walter the average is about 3, with limits in normal states from
2.90 to 3.30.

The author has applied the technique in 13 cases of general paralysis, 16
cases of epilepsy, and 28 of the schizophrenic group. He concludes that more
estimations must be made before the objective value of the method can be
determined. His results do not clearly suggest that alterations in permeability
accompany causally the types of psychosis that have been examined. Although
increased permeability is common in general paralysis it does not appear to
be constant. In about one half of the cases of " genuine " epilepsy permeability
is lowered, and a similar tendency is noted in some of the schizophrenic cases.

J. S. P.

[168] The blood-grouping of mental cases (Untersuchungen uber die Blut-
gruppenzugehorigkeit bei Geisteskranken).-A. Pmcz. Jahrb. f.
Psychiat. u. Neurol., 1927, xlv, 120.

THIS work is based on the examination of no fewer than 1,010 mental cases
of all kinds (505 men, and an equal number women). The percentage as between
the usual four groups is given as follows:

I II III IV
6-6 42-4 16*1 34-9

A long and interesting table is provided, showing the percentages for
different types of mental affection. Of these, one or two may be selected.

I II III IV
General paralysis (226) ... 4-4 42-9 15 9 36 8
Schizophrenia (96) ... 8-3 42-7 12-5 36-5
Epileptic psychoses (46) ... 4.4 41-3 21-7 32-6
Manic-depressive (61) ... 13-1 32-8 16-4 37-7
Psychopaths (99) ... 14-4 29 3 32-3 24 2
The original should be consulted for other statistics of significance. The

writer furnishes a critical discussion of his data and indicates some general
conclusions. Individuals endowed with a heredo-degenerative psychotic
disposition belong largely to blood-groups I and III, especially the latter.
This is quite different from what obtains in the case of those " predisposed "
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to gener-al l)aralysis anid (leleletia pracox. Oni the other lhanid, thouigh ill less
degree, it is characteristic also of arteriosclerotic and seIile psychoses the
hysterical type belongs largely to groups II and IV. However far we iiiay
still be from reducing " constitution " and " predisposition " to an objective
basis, the data of this paper are a step in that direction. J. S. P.

[169] Cerebral meiopragia from early angiosclerosis without focal ischaemia:
variety of presenile arteriosclerotic dementia (La meiopragie cere-
brale par angiosclerose precoce sans ischemie en foyer: forme de
demence presenile arterio-sclereuse).-H. CLAUSE and J. CUEL.
L'Encephale, 1927, xxii, 161.

THE following case of senium preecox and progressive dementia is of interest
in that subsequent pathological examination showed neither the typical changes
of senility nor any focal encephalomalacic manifestations.

A taxi-driver of 49 was admitted with a six months' history of enfeeblemeint
of the mind. He was found to be correctly orientated, but there was grave
memory defect. Indefinite ideas of influence were present, but no apraxia
or aphasia. Physical examination revealed emotional instability and exagger-
ated facial movements ; the limbs were hypertonic but there were no signs
of pyramidal involvement. The blood pressure was 260/140, and the blood
urea 40. Wassermann reaction was negative in the blood and cerebrospinal
fluid. The patient was kept under observation, and carefull periodic notes were
taken. Physical and mental states both deteriorated. He became (is-
orientated ancl grossly demented. His gait became feebler and incoordinate;
at times he was deluded; lie showed variouis types of speech defect, partaking
of stereotypy at one time, aind palilalia at another. He died two and a half
years after admission.

At autopsy, there was found a general thickening of the meninges; the
vessels were markedly scLerosed. There was no convolutional atrophy, and
on section there was no gross focal lesioni, except for one tiny softening in the
pons. Microscopically, there was relatively little alteration in the ganglion
cells, and the cortical architectony was unichanged. There was marked neuro-
glial satellitosis; Bielschowsky preparations revealed no changes in the neuro-
fibrils; there were no intracellular argentophil changes and no senile plaques.
Numerous small lacunes were present in the basal ganglia with calcification
of the vessel walls.

The authors exclude syphilis from the diagnosis and regard the symptoms
as resulting from a relative circulatory insufficiency. M.C.

[170] Spirochaetes in the brain in general paralysis.-A. R. GRANT. Jour. of
Ilent. Sci., 1927, lxxiii, 595.

In a series of .50 cases of general paralysis spirochiotes were founid( in 625 per
cenit. of the brainis. Spirochetes are more likely to be founiid in the brain of
recent acute cases than in those where the disease has run a long course
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

Ho-ever, in four cases of juvenile genieral paresis (ages ranging fromn 19 to 26
years at death) spirochetes were found in the brain. In cases which had been
treated by malaria or tryparsamide, spirochates were found in a much smaller
percentage than in those untreated, and when present were not in such large
numbers. As the number of treated cases was small, this statement requires
further consideration.

C. S. R.

[171] The mental aspects of epidemic encephalitis.- ROBERTMACNABMARSEALL.
Jour. of Ment. Sci., 1927, lxxiii, 589.

THE mental state of the restless, naughty child is chiefly considered. Very
little has been said about the maniacal character of the child's misbehaviour,
although it has more affinity with that of the maniac than with that of the
delinquent, hebephrenic, or moral imbecile. There is nothing underhand or
cunning about these misdemeanours. A convenient season is not chosen
for the misdeeds; they are carried out in the public eye. He acts
on the spur of the moment and his offences are quite devoid of malice prepenwe.
On the other hand, he does not show the stolidity of the hebephrenic or the
moral imbecile. He is accessible to an appeal to his better self and is not
insensible to correction. Everything turns on the way in which he is corrected.
If his anger or resentment is aroused, threats, abuse, and violence may be
manifested. Any mental state aroused is of short duration and soon gives
place to another. In short there is any amount of instability, but little or no
evidence of moral depravity in the misbehaviour of the restless, naughty
child. The instability is not confined to any particular faculty of the mind.
All the mental processes are unduly mutable. Their ideas, their moods, and
the impulses of their wills are all easily induced, and failing to develop properly,
are easily supplanted by others. In consequence these children become the
s!aves of their environment. They obey the whim of the moment. On the
other hand their restlessness is far from aimless; it is really a press of occupation.
They are always busy about something, and so long as their activities are con-
fined to useful channels they work well under supervision. The " naughty,
restless child " is suffering from psychomotor excitement, and it is similar to
that which may occur in the course of an attack of mania of the maniac-
depressive type. What the psychologist calls general intelligence is not
affected by the disorder to any appreciable extent. Recognized mental tests
show that the apparent precocity of these children is not accompanied by a
high intelligence quotient. On the other hand, it is quite exceptional for one
of them to have a quotient below 85. Nothing in the nature of a secondary
(lementia is ever seen, even when the disorder has lasted so long as nine years.
All that may be said about them is that their mental powers do not mature.

C. S. R.
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ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE WITH ACNE ROSACEA IN ONE OF TWINS

admit of transmission of an autosomal or partially
sex-linked dominant gene, there being in each
instance a " vertical " distribution ofaffected persons,
of whom all had one affected parent so far as could
be traced.
From the available evidence, we must either

ascribe to this clinico-pathological entity alternative
aetiological factors of such diversity as heredity and
environment or agree with McMenemey (1940) that
" both endogenous and exogenous factors may be
involved in any given case with pathology of the
Alzheimer type ". It may be that, in the ostensibly
hereditary cases, environmental factors determine
the timing and degree of expression of genetic
factors.
An interesting feature of this case was the acne

rosacea which appeared simultaneously with the
mental symptoms and was never present in the
healthy twin. Lewis (1934) has reported discordance
for acne rosacea and acromegaly in uniovular twins,
whereas Hutchinson (1891) and Lesser (quoted by
Siemens, 1926) describe hereditary cases of rosacea.
The discordance of monozygotic twins for two
genetic characters would favour the possibility of
somatic mutation having occurred in one twin. In
such a circumstance a gene with pleiotropic effects
must be envisaged or disturbance of the gene
company by mutation allowing for the expression of
a linked gene. Such mutation occurring in one of
identical genotypes must be determined by environ-
mental factors.
We have recently observed the association of

Alzheimer's disease with rosacea in a second case.
A third case of Alzheimer's disease, an emaciated
patient, showed widespread bu lous eruptions and
skin atrophy which, together with the cerebral lesion,
were confirmed at necropsy. These cases are of
interest, since Schottky (1932) believed that here-
ditary impairment of the primitive ectoderm was
probably a factor in Alzheimer's disease. The

validity of this theory could be tested by clinical
scrutiny of the ectodermal structures and skin biopsy
in early cases.

Summary
Monozygotic twins discordant for Alzheimer's

disease and acne rosacea are described. Neuro-
pathological findings in the affected twin are reported.
Environmental factors are, of-necessity, postulated

to account for the discordance.
The significance of the findings is discussed in

relation to aetiological factors in Alzheimer's disease.

We wish to express our thanks to Professor Sir David
K. Henderson for permission to publish this case and to
Professor F. A. E. Crew for his advice on the genetic
aspects. We are indebted to Dr. W. M. McAlister for
p-rmission to study skin biopsies at Bangour Mental
Hospital and to Dr. N. Maclean for the histological
report on a section of skin. Miss R. Morrison, psychiatric
social worker, gave invaluable assistance in tracing the
family history.
The neuropathological examination of this case of

Alzheimer's disease was carried out by the late Dr. William
Forbes.
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CORRECTION
In the paper on "The Effect of Temporal Lobectomy upon Two Cases of an Unusual Form of Mental Deficiency", by D. W.

Liddell and D. W. C. Northfield, in the November, 1954, issue, the E.E.G. in Fig. 6, page 270, should be transposed with that
in Fig. 7, page 272.
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