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with the child. Such emotional-nutritionial situations may be prevented,
buit considerable insight on the part of the mother is required. Temporarily,
complete separation of the child froni the familv group may be necessary and
is usually quickly effective in developing in the child more useful modes of
behaviouir. C. S. R.

PROGNOSIS AND TREATMENT.
[76] Therapeutic mechanism of malaria treatment of general paralysis:

observations on a case.-GoECKEAI,AN. Amer. Jour. Med. Sci., 1928,
clxxv, 261.

THE author records a case -which was diagnosed clinically and serologically as
general paralysis. There was no evidence of previous cutaneous lesion. The
woman was treated w-ith malaria, but had no further antispecific treatment
after this. Five months later she developed tvpical nodulo-ulcerative
s,philides on the right buttock and left thigh.

He points out that it has beeni generallv held that neurosyphilides are
evidence of an allergic conditioin of the tissues and indicate partial immunity.
Cases which show them ruin a benigin course if thev develop neurosyphilis
later. He suggests that the appearance of a syphilide in his case, five months
after malaria treatmenit. points to the conclusion that malaria treatment
helps to re-establish an inmmunity in which the skin takes an important part.
The gradual improvement in the spinial fluid also suipports the conception that
malaria produces a tissuie reactioin ratlher than a direct spirochaeticidal effect.

P. W.

177] Note on the treatment of general paralysis by apyrexial malaria.-
F. H. STEWART. Jouir. of M1ent. Sci., 1928, lxxiv, 276.

IN the couirse of experimental w-ork, it was decided to try the effect of two
short courses of malaria, stopping the attacks bv quinine in doses of 30 gr.
dailv as soon as the first rigor as w-as convenient.

The advantages claimed for this method of treatment are (1) reduction
of mortalitv and of suffering for the patient (2) mental and bodilv re-education
can be begun a few days after the first attack (3) antisyphilitic treatment by
trvparsamide or salvarsan can be combined -with the malarial treatment more
readily; (4) great reduction in anxiety and labour for the physician and
nursing staff ; (5) the treatment is placed within the reach of the general
practitioner since s-hielded nursing in hospital is no longer necessary.

C. S. R.

[78] Two years' experience with the malarial treatment of general paralysis
in a State institution. Clinical, serological, and autopsy observations
in 100 cases.-MNAx A. BAHR and W. L. BREUTSCH. Amer. Jour.
Psychiat., 1928, vii, 715.

OF 100 paralytic patients, treated with malaria, 25 were able to leave the
hospital. Twelve patients improved to such a degree that they can be trusted
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in a useftul occupation in the hospital. Forty patients are placed in the unim-
proved group. In 32 patients of the latter group the disease is progressing.
In 8 instances the disease has remained stationary. Five patients succumbed
during the rigors and 18 died following the malaria.

Serological changes following malarial treatment occurred in both the
improved and unimproved groups. While there was no parallelism between
the degree of clinical and serological improvement, the percentage of the
serological improvement, particularly as far as the colloidal gold curve was
concerned, was higher in the improved groups. The paretic gold curve was
reduced in intensity but remained of the paretic type. The conversion of a
paretic curve into a true luetic one in these cases was an exception.

It cannot be denied that this form of treatment is attended with definite
risk for the patient. With a better knowledge of the complications that arise
during the rigors, deaths due to therapeutic malaria will be reduced.

C. S. R.

[79] Influence of malarial treatment on the spinal fluid in general paralysis.-
H. A. BUNKER. Arch. of Neurol. and Psychiat., 1928, xix, 478.

OBSERVATIONS on the spinal fluid of patients treated by induced malaria appear
to be of prognostic significance only in a negative sense. A satisfactory re-
sponse is not necessarily of favourable import ; bLut the few cases in which
reduction of the cell count does not take place with more or less promptitude
or in which pleocytosis reappears, and those in which the total protein in the
spinal fluid remains at or returns to a level in excess of 100 mg. per 100 c.cm.,
seem to offer definite evidence of a minimum therapeutic result. The behaviour
of the Wassermann reaction in the spinal fluid does not seem to possess a

decisive significance; but whether the cases with a more negative reaction will
compare favourably with those with a less negative one regarding the ultimate
duration of the therapeutic result achieved is a question to be answered in
the future.

R. M. S.

[80] Treatment of mental diseases with African tick fever (Quelques essais
therapeutiques de maladies mentales par la fievre recurrente africaine).
-D'HOLLANDER and DE GREEFF. Jour. de Neur. et de Psych., 1927,
xxvii, 555.

CASES of melancolia and of dementia proecox in its incipient and established
stages, and one case of general paralysis were treated with a mild form of
African tick fever. The results were nil, but the interest of the communication
lies in the fact that the infection of Dutton's spirochaete was obtained from a

culture.
J. P. M.

87

by copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol P
sychopathol: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.s1-9.33.86 on 1 July 1928. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


ABSTRACTS

[81] Contributions to the psychotherapy of organic diseases (Beitriage zur
Psychotherapie bei Organerkrankungen).-STAUDACHER. Munch.
med. Woch., 1926, 2020.

IT is suggested that the field of psychotherapy nmay usefully be Nidened, instead
of letting quacks deal with cases thought unsuitable-but really capable of
benefit by such treatment.

The author, whose method is suggestion under hypnosis, describes fully
two cases which he treated when they thrust themselves upon him after he
had refused them as being wholly organic and not suitable, but which proved
to have a large functional element and to derive great benefit from psycho-
therapy.

The first was that of a 50-year-old inn-keeper, who had had a corneal wound
in 1917 during the war, and had been under constant treatment for pannicular
conjunctivitis since 1926. He sought psychotherapy for headaches, giddiness
and sleeplessness, which the author at first refused, thinking them attributable
to the eye condition. However, his whole state improved so much under
suggestion that this was also applied to the eye symptoms, and resulted in a
great lessening of the inflammation, so that after four weeks the patient could
bear light without his dark glasses, and could leave off the daily eye drops,
which he had previously failed to be able to do, in spite of repeated trials.
This improvement was still maintained three months later without further
treatment.

The second was a case of chronic nephritis, also of nine years' duration,
following on acute trench nephritis. The patient had albuminuria, had recently
had uraemic convulsions, and albuminuric retinitis. He complained of severe
headaches, general weakness, and impaired vision. The fear of blindness
played a large role in a general anxiety state, and he became generally nervous,
depressed and sleepless. The convulsions were of a mixed type with a con-
siderable hysterical element in some of them.

Here again, treatment was undertaken unwillingly by the author, at the
request of the patient and his doctor and relatives, and the results were sur-
prisingly beneficial; from being hardly able to walk he regained a fair degree
of activity, sleep and headaches and vision improved, and with the general
improvement and hopeful mental attitude even the albuminuria was reduced
considerably. In the after-history of this case there were several relapses,
aborted by prompt suggestion under hypnosis.

The author suggests that the mechanism of such improvement is probably
the influence of the emotions acting through the vegetative nervous system,
bringing about changes of vascularity which affect the course of a chronic
organic condition; a hopeful outlook and increased desire for health thus
promote natural healing tendencies. In cases where there is a considerable
emotional factor and neurotic elements superadded he urges that doctors should
include psychotherapy in their treatment. M. R. B.
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[82] Prisons as laboratories for personality study.-WILuJAM A. WHITE.
Mental Hygiene Bull., 1928, vi, 5.

SOCIETY has made its pronouncement as to what sort of activities are un-
desirable from its point of view, but the problem of crime will never be solved
as long as we fail to make an accurate survey of the personality and problems
of the antisocial offender. There was a time in the history of crime and
penology when inanimate objects and animals were tried and executed.
Inanimate objects and animals have been set apart from the ritual of punish-
ment, and even children have come to be regarded as outside of that domain
of the law. Nowadays children, the obviously defective, and the obviously
insane are no longer punished by the criminal law, but their defect is largely
in the intellectual field. We are willing to exclude from the ritual of punish-
ment and put in appropriate educational establishments or institutions for
social guidance people whose intellectual level makes them irresponsible. But
we are not prepared as yet to deal in the same way with people the emotional
aspect of whose life is equally undeveloped. Persons who have an intellectual
age of five or six years are no longer considered responsible, but those who have
an emotional level of five or six years are still considered responsible.

In order to deal with the problem of crime we must understand the criminal
in all of his various aspects-the social, the intellectual, the affective, the
economic, and others. Added to that, e need a revaluation of the funda-
mental concepts of the criminal law, such as punishment, guilt, responsibility,
and a revaluation of what crime itself really means.

C. S. R.
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