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Le Systbme NerveuxV6g6tatff. By G. and C. Tardieu.
1948. Paris: Masson et Cie. Pp. 742 *3 figures.
Price 1950 fr.
This book is not, as its title might imply a straight-

forward textbook of the autonomic nervous system
Although it opens with sections on anatomy and physio-
logy, its main theme is the development and application
to clinical medicine of the experimental work of Reilly
andhis coUeagues in France on "irritation " of the
autonomic system. These workers found that the
response to intense and prolonged stimulation of auto-
nomic nerves or centres differed entirely from the response
either to a less intense and more physiological stimulus
or to section of the same pathways. They named this
third type of response "l'irritation nerveuse." The
essence of the response was an immediate andvery
marked vasodilatation, whichin experimental animals
was often irreversible and if widespread led to death.
Thus "irritation " of the diencephalon produced a
generalized effect, characterized by cerebral cedema,
increased respiration, hypertension, pulmonary cedema,
and albuminuria or hiematuria with gastro-intestinalhaemorrhages. Local responses could also be eicited,
as, forinstance, that from splanchnic nerve "irritation,"
which caused cedema of the gut with swelling and
haemorrhage from Peyers patches, and albumin or
sometimes blood in the urine. In these autonomic
responses the authors of this book see possible mechan-
isms

for the signs and symptoms of many bodily diseases.
The major part of the book consists of collatingisease
processes, both local and general, with these responses ;
and in this connexion allergy and anaphylaxis, nephritis.
gastric ulceration, asthma, coronary disease, and the
acute manifestations common to severe zymotic diseases
areall discussed.
The conception of pathways and centres in the central

nervous system, which may mediate some of the mani-
festations of all disease, has already been explored to
some extent by Speransky ; and the book under review,
though limited to the autonomic system, is remniiscent
of his approach. The idea has a logic of its own, since
the nervous system shares with the blood the attribute
of supplying every tissue in the body.

This book should certainly be read by those interested
in the mechanics of disease processes. The authors have
gathered together a large number of interesting facts,
many of them, the result of M. Reffly's researches, which
are little known over here and which, though his experi-
mental procedures will certainly be criticized by neuro-
physiologists, may be of value to neurologists and
neurosurgeons. Those educated in the traditions of
English medicine will be chary of accepting the wider
implications that the authQrs draw, even though they
may, in fact, be describing a fundamental mechanism
in the pathogenesis of disease.
The style of the book is turgid and the method of

presentation causes much irritating repetition of informa-
tion.
T

Te sections on anatomy and physiology are by
no means exhaustive. Thus, scant attention is paid to
autonomic pathways or functions above diencephalic
level. This mnay have been wise restraint a year or two
ago, but it will certainly require revisions in the near
future.
Anatomia Funcional del Sistema Nervioso Vegetativo.

By Ramon Lopez Prieto and Francisco Garcia Uria.
1947. Valladolid. Tipografia "Cuesta." Pp. 172 +
vi; 43 illustrations. Price 58 pesetas.

This is a clear resum6 of the anatomy of the autonomic
nervous system, including work of modern authors. It

will be of use to students and practitioners alike. It is
well illustrated with drawings and ctear diagrams.
Although authors and a few dates are mentioned,
unfortunately the lack of bibliography is a limitation.

L'Axe Corporel, Musculature et Innervation. Etude
Anatomique, Physiologique et Pathologique. By Andre-
Thomas and J. de Ajuriaguerra. 1948. Paris: Masson
et Cie. Pp. 538 with 143 figures. Price 1,650 fr.

This comprehensive book contains four sections.
The first isconcerned with physiology and includes a
study of the movements observed in the human infant
soon after birth, and of postural reflexes, the effect of
gross cerebral lesions, and the distortions of posture
caused by focal epilepsy orelectrical stimulation of the
brain. The second section analyses the muscular
disorders resulting from disease of the muscles, nerves,
spinal cord, and brain. The muscular dystonias are
considered in special detail. Disorders of the ocular
movements in disease are considered in, part 3. This
publication brings together much of what is known
regardingnmotor functions and their disorders as seen
in the clinic. It should be a- useful work of reference
for the neurolo'gist and neurophysiologist, but un-
fortunately the quoted references can only rarely be
identified, and there is no index to the volume.

Actualit6s de Neuro-Chirurgie. By G. Guiot. 1948.
Paris. G. Doin et Cie. Pp. 84. 57 illustrations.
Price 450 francs.

This book gives anaccount of workpublished by the
author in the French press and of the ideas inspiring
the school of the late Clovis Vincent. The following
points are of interest: in the section dealing with
cerebral pathology, the description of the"ccomeo-pterygoid reflex " (contralateral deviation of the mandible
on coarse stimulation of the cornea) observed in severe
lesions of the upper brain stem, such as occur with a
temporal pressure cone; the use of lipiodol (1/3 C.cm.)
in ventriculography for precise localization of bbstruc-
tions of the aqueduct of Sylvius ; observations on the
most Convenient sites for bufr holes in intracranialhwemorrhage* and the distinction between "passive
and "active" cerebral cedema. In the third section,
on treatment, the author's suggestions of dealing
surgically with the temporal pressure cone by his own
sub-temporal approach, the anatomy Of the venous
drainage in the middle f6ssa, mesencephalictractotomy
and intervention on the interpeduncular cistern (with
reference to streptomycin therapy) deserve the neuro-
surgical reader's attention.

BOOKS RECEIVED
(Review in a later issue is not precluded by notice here of books

recently received)

New Fields of Psychiatry. By David M. Levy. 1947.
London: Chapman and Hall: New York: W. W.
Norton. Pp. 171. Price 12s. 6d.

Introduction to Group-Analytic Psychotherapy. By
s. H.. Foulkes. 1948. London: William Heinemann
Medical Books. Pp.xiv+181.Price- 2s.

Contributions to Psycho-Analysis 1921-1948. By
Melanie Klein. London: The Hogarth Press and the.
Institute of Psycho-Analysis. Pp. 416. illustrated.
Price 21s.
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Psychiatry in General Practice. By M. W. Thorner.
1948. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders- Co.
Pp. xi+659. Price 40s.

Psychiatry: A Short Treatise. By W. O'Connor.
1948. Bristol: John Wright and Sons. Pp. 380.
Price 35s.
Sex Problems in School. By Ren6 Allendy and Hella

Lobstein. 1948. London: Staples Press. Pp. 182.
Price 10s. 6d.
The Alcoholic Woman. By Benjamin Karpman.

1948. Washington: Linacre Press. Pp. xv+256 with
diagrams. Price $3.75.

Public Mental Hospitals in England an,% Wales: a
Survey. By Dallas Pratt. 1948. Philadelphia: Nat-
tional Mental Health Foundation. London: H. K.
Lewis. Pp. 38. Price $0.50.

Biological Reactions Caused by Electric Currents and
by X-rays. By J. Th. van der Werff. 1948. Amster-
dam: Elsvier Publishing Co. Inc. London: Cleaver-
Hume Press Ltd. Pp. xii+203, with diagrams. Price-
$5.00 or 30s.

Neurological Anatomy in Relation to Clinical Medicine.
By A. Brodal. 1948. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
London: 'Geoffrey Cumberledge. Pp. xv+496, illus-
trated. Price 42s. (A revision and translation of
"Neuro-Anatomi," published in Oslo, 1943.)

Clinical Examination of the Nervous System. By
Monrad Krohn. Ninth Edition. 1948. London: H.
K. Lewis. Pp. xx+459, illustrated. Price 16s.

Atlas of Neuropatfiolog. By W. Blackwood, T. C.
Dodds, and J. C. Somerville. 1949. Edinburgh:
E. and S. Livingstone. Pp. xi+ 199. Illustrated.
Price 35s.

Trabajos del Instituto Cajal de Investigaciones Bio-
l6gicas, Tomo 38. 1946. Madrid: Instituto Cajal.
Pp. 231. Illustrated. No price given.

Sexual Disorders in the Male. By Kenneth Walker
and Eric B. Strauss. 1948. Third Edition Revised and
Enlarged. London: Hamish Hamilton Medical Books.
Pp. 260. Price 15s.

Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of the
United Kingdom, vol. 66, 1946. 1947. London:
J. and A. Churchill. Pp. lvx+691. Illustrated. No
price given.

Lehrbuch der Neurologie und Psychiatrie. By Gottfried
Ewald. 1948. Second Edition. Munich: Urban and
Schwarzenberg. Pp. 478. With illustrations, some in
colour. Price DM32.

Die Elemente der Nervosen Tatigkeit. By A. E.
Kommuller. 1947. Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag.
Pp. 120. Illustrated. Price DM13.50.

Thromboendangiitis Obliterans des Gehirns. By F.
Llavers- Basel: Benno Schwabe. Pp. 248. -illustra-
ted. Price Sw. fr. 24.

Klinische Electroencephalographie. By A. E. Korn-
miiller. 1944. Munich and Berlin: J. F. LeRomanns
Verlag. Pp. 147, illustrated. Price DM14.
Du R6flexe au Psychique. By Paul Cossa. 1948.

Bruges : Descl6e de Bronwer. Pp. 2g8, illustrated.
Price 125 fr.

Etude,sPsychiatriques. ByHenriEy. 1948. Bruges:
Descl6e de Bronwer. Pp. 261. Price 200 'fr.

Epilepsies. By L. Marchand and J. de Ajuriaguerra.
Bruges: Descl6e-de Bronwer. Pp. 724. Price 475 fr.
Le Traumatisme de la Tate. By Pierre Goinard and

Pierre Descuns. 1948. Paris: Masson et Cie. Pp.
178, illustrated. Price 480 fr.
La Neuro-Angiomatose Encephalo-Faciale. By A. M.

Larmande. 1948. Paris: Masson et Cie. Pp. 152,
with figures and coloured plates. Price 400 fr.

Histopatologia de las Convulsionmes Epilepticas. By S.
Obrador Alcalde. Madrid: Editorial' Paz Montalvo.
Pp. 163, illustrated. Price 45 pesetas.
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