
Book reviews

STUDIESON THE DIENCEPHALON By Santiago Ram6n y Cajal.
(Pp. xvi + 227; 114 figures. $11.50.) Springfield,
Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1966.

This volume consists of careful and readable translations
of papers written by Santiago Ram6n y Cajal at the turn
of the century. These classic studies still contribute to
current knowledge and research on the diencephalon.

NEUROLOGY OF THE VISUAL SYSTEM By David G. Cogan.
(Pp. xiii + 413; 177 figures + frontispiece. $14.50.)
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1965.

This is a useful book for neurologists, but the consider-
ation of ocular muscles and movements is excluded, as
the author has considered them in another text. The pages
are built round the writer's personal experience and yet
over 1,600 references are listed. The chapters on retina,
optic nerve and tract are particularly authoritative, while
those on cerebral mechanisms and disease of the carotid
arteries and other great vessels are not so impressive to
the neurologist.

PROGRESS IN BRAIN RESEARCH Vol. 15. Biology of Neuroglia
Edited by E. D. P. de Robertis and R. Carrea. (Pp. xi +
297; illustrated. 95s.) Amsterdam, London and New
York: Elsevier Publishing Company. 1965.

Presented in this volume are the papers given and the
discussion which took place at the International
Symposium of Neurological Research held in Buenos
Aires in 1963 in conjunction with the 10th Latin American
Congress of Neurosurgery.
The central preoccupation was with the neuroglia and

outstanding among the contributions for conciseness and
clarity was that of Polak on the morphology of these
cells. Inevitably discussion of neuroglia led to a con-
sideration of the many problems concerning the
extracellular space. Electron microscopy seems to have
narrowed the gap between the views of physiologists and
morphologists on this subject. The suggestion that there
may be two extracellular compartments, one in the peri-
adventitia and communicating with the vascular bed,
and a second which does not so communicate was
interesting but the impression given is more of what we
do not know rather than of what we know. Certain
emphases were of value as guides to future work, namely,
the importance of distinguishing between the various
methods of inducing oedema, between protein-free and
protein-rich oedema fluid, and between conditions in grey
and white matter.
The book will be of value to those working in this field

though the gap of two years between the symposium and
publication must inevitably reduce this to some extent.

RESEARCH IN MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY. Proceedings of the
Third Symposium, January 1965. (Pp. 357; illustrated.
40s.) London: Pitman. 1965.
This account of the third symposium on research in

muscular dystrophy, which was held in London in 1965,
maintains the high standard of its predecessors. Much of
the work is new, and, although most contributions include
some work already published elsewhere, it is extremely
valuable to have this authoritatively reviewed and openly
discussed. The Research Committee of the Muscular

Dystrophy Group is to be congratulated on this volume
which is in itself an important contribution to further
research in this field. If the reviewer were to make any
criticism, it would be that the discussions which followed
individual papers are inadequately edited; in some places
this detracts from their value. R. W. GILLIATr

MENTAL TESTING IN CLINICAL PRACTICE By Moyra
Williams. (Pp. xix + 177. 21s.) Oxford: Pergamon
Press. 1965.

Succinct and comprehensive summaries of a specialized
subject for the benefit of readers working in related
professions are notoriously difficult to achieve, if indeed
ever to be attempted. Dr. Williams' handbook on
diagnostic clinical testing is addressed to physicians,
teachers, and social workers who will perhaps find its
first section on intelligence most relevant to their work.
It gives a lucid description of some of the most widely
used tests, problems of standardization, scales of
measurement, and the ubiquitous sources of error.
The second section-on personality-reflects the lack

of widely accepted theory or consistent practice in that
diffuse field. It would possibly have been useful to mention
here the Maudsley personality inventory, the Osgood
semantic differential test, and the repetory grid technique,
tests in current use in clinical research in Britain,
at the expense of a rather lengthy account of the
Rorschach mystique.
The sections of most scientific interest are those on

'Speech and language' and 'Memory and learning', both
fields to which the author has contributed work, closing
the gap between experimental procedure on the one hand
and clinical experience on the other. Her own studies,
relating the development of language to the stages of
dysphasic breakdown and analysing some of the
conditions required for successful learning and recall, are
of particular interest.

It is the section on 'Perception and orientation' that
illustrates the hazards of translating a technical subject
into condensed, high-frequency prose. Readers, un-
familiar with experimental method and brain anatomy,
will not be able to evaluate the data on localization of a
lesion. The vexed subject of the so-called agnosias is
unsuitable for a precis which does not refer to the
specific prerequisite of such a diagnosis nor can the
occurrence of right hemisphere lesions in left-handed
persons be associated invariably with symptoms of
dominant hemisphere dysfunction.
However, the book is short, well-printed and well-

written. It could be used by extramural students of
psychology who are prepared to qualify or extend its
generalizations by appropriate technical reading.

INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY By J. 0. Whittaker.
(Pp. xxiii + 631; illustrated. 52s. 6d.)

STUDENT'S WORKBOOK TO ACCOMPANY INTRODUCTION TO
PSYCHOLOGY'. (Pp. Viii + 224. 23s.)

ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY By E. Rosen and I. Gregory.
(Pp. vi + 553; illustrated. 58s.)
London: W. B. Saunders Co. Ltd. 1965.

These three volumes, the first two of which belong
together, are obviously candidates for 'course-adoption'
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in American undergraduate classes. Whittaker's resembles
in scope and treatment many of its kind though it is
refreshed by the inclusion of chapters by 'guest' writers,
among whom is to be found Sir Frederic Bartlett on
'Thinking'. Rosen and Gregory is a straightforward text
on abnormal psychology designed for the psychological
rather than the psychiatric, medical student. Differences
which at present exist as between the United States and
this country as regards the place of psychology in
university and medical education are likely to limit the
usefulness of both these books over here.

BOOKS RECE1VED

(Review in a later issue is not precluded by notice here ofbooks recently
received.)

SLEEP THERAPY By R. L. Williams and W. B. Webb.
(Pp. vii + 112. $5.50.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1966.

MENTAL CHANGES AFTER TRANSSPHENOIDAL HYPOPHYSEC-
TOMY Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica, Suppl. 190,
Ad volumen 42, 1966. By G. Lindqvist. (Pp. 239;
D. Kr. 52.) Copenhagen: Munksgaard. 1966.

THE APHASIC CHILD. A Neurological Basis for His
Education and Rehabilitation By Alice Calvert
Roberts. (Pp. xi + 84. $4.50.) Springfield, Illinois:
Charles C. Thomas. 1966.

SPEECH THERAPY AND THE BOBATH APPROACH TO CEREBRAL
PALSY By Marie C. Crickmay. (Pp. xiii + 168; 19
figures. $7.50.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1966.

PUBLIC EDUCATION FOR DISTURBED CHILDREN IN NEW
YORK CITY Edited by Pearl H. Berkowitz and Esther P.
Rothman. (Pp. x + 376. $12.50.) Springfield, Illinois:
Charles C. Thomas. 1966.

PSYCHONEUROSiS AND SCHIZOPHRENIA Edited by G. L.
Usdin. (Pp. 192. 60s.) London: Pitman Medical
Publishing Co. 1966.

KOMPENDIUM DER PSYCHODIAGNOSTISCHEN TESTS By
H. Hiltmann. (Pp. 304. Fr./DM 22.)BemeandStuttgart:
Verlag Hans Huber. 1966.

DER STOFFWECHSEL IM ZENTRALNERVENSYSTEM By N.
Seiler. (Pp. xi + 139; 24 figures; 11 tables. DM 24.)
Georg Thienme Verlag. 1966.

CORRECTION

In the paper 'Conduction velocity and fibre diameter of
the median and ulnar nerves of the baboon' by
J. G. McLeod and Shirley H. Wray (J. Neurol. Neurosurg.
Psychiat., 30, 240-247) an error has been found in the

Animal Median Nerve

magnification factor employed when the fibre diameters
of nerves were calculated from measurements on photo-
micrographs.

Table V should read as follows:-

Conduction Velocity Fibre Diameter
(m./sec.) (p.)

Ratio (m.rsec.1g) Conduction Velocity
(m./sec.)

A. Intact Nerves
M.
N.
0.
R.
T.
V.

Mean:

82-0
94.5
91.0
102-7
89-0
93.5

B. Deefferented Nerves
M. 87-8
N. 945
V. 957
T. 84-7

Mean:

153 54 93.5
17-0 5 6 101-5
16-0 5-7 102-0
15-9 6-5 101 3
15 8 5-6 99-0
16 4 5-7 98-0

Mean: 5-8 (6)
Mean ratio for median and ulnar combined 5 9 (12)

15 6 5-6 91-0
15-9 5-9 85-3
15 3 6-3 93-3
15 2 5-6 85-7

Mean: 5-9 (4)
Mean ratio for median and ulnar combined 5-8 (8)

C. Deafferented Nerves
G. 57-0 12-0 4-8 69-7
H. 55-3 12-3 4-5 65-5

Mean ratio for median and ulnar combined 4-8 (4).
Fibre diameter values represent the mean of the diameters of the larger 1% of fibres in each nerve.

Numbers in brackets after mean figures refer to number of observations.

16-7
16-5
16-5
15-9
15-9
16-6
Mean: 6-1 (6)

15-6
15-2
150
15-8
Mean: 5-8 (4)

136
139

Throughout the text and in the summary, the correct
values for the ratio of conduction velocity to fibre dia-
meter are as follows:

Intact nerves, 5 9 m./sec./,. not 5 3 m./sec./,t.
Deefferented nerves, 5 8 m./sec./ju not 5 2 m./sec./u.
Deafferented nerves, 4-8 m./sec./,u not 4-1 m./sec./lA.

TABLE V
RATIO OF CONDUCTION VELOCITY TO FIBRE DIAMETER

Ulnar Nerve

Fibre Diameter
(p)

Ratio (m.lsec.! p.)

5-6
6-2
6-2
6-4
6-2
5.9

5-8
5-6
6-2
5.4

5-1
47
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