
Book reviews

STUDIES IN PSYCHIATRY Edited by M. Shepherd and
D. L. Davies. (Pp. xi + 345; illustrated. 65s.) Oxford
University Press: London. 1968.

In his preface to this volume Professor Shepherd puts
forward the view that 'a modern academic department
must be judged by its achievement in research as well as
in teaching', and says that the primary purpose of this
collection of essays is to show something of the nature
and extent of the research activities of the Institute of
Psychiatry during Professor Sir Aubrey Lewis's tenure of
the Chair.
The essays gain in their attraction by being somewhat

more personal than the usual review, and they are good
examples of the way in which research actually develops
and proceeds over the years, pursuing a more devious
and more interesting path than would be suspected from
the logical presentation usually offered in a scientific
paper.
There are chapters on social psychiatry (O'Connor),

social treatments (Wing), social attitudes (Rawnsley),
subnormality (Tizard), intelligence (O'Connor), psycho-
logical studies in schizophrenia (Venables), psychological
treatments (Gelder), forensic psychiatry (Gibbens),
child psychiatry (Rutter), genetics (Shields), education
(Davies), sensorimotor physiology (Rashbass), meta-
bolism (Russell), pharmacology (Marley), cerebral amines
(Dewhurst), and endocrine studies (Michael).

This is an impressive record of fruitful research in
basic and applied fields. The head of a department may
be judged not only on the research carried out under his
influence, but also on the prospects for future research
after his departure. Sir Aubrey Lewis can be assured on
both these counts that he has had a most beneficial
influence on the quality and amount of research carried
out while he was Professor of Psychiatry: this volume
provides the evidence for an impartial judgement.

A TEXTBOOK OF NEUROLOGY 4th edn. By H. Houston
Merritt. (Pp. xx + 844; 198 figures, 146 tables. 135s.)
Henry Kimpton: London. 1967.

To review an established textbook entering a new edition
is never an easy task. To those who are familiar with the
book in its previous editions, it is unlikely that any
comments of the reviewer will modify their views about it,
and hence, in general, his comments must be directed to
the potential new readers of the volume. In the case of
Merritt's textbook of neurology, there can surely be few
established neurologists or others in training who have
not turned to the pages of previous editions in search of
information or edification. Justly, this has become one of
the most popular and successful textbooks of neurology
written in the English language. It is succinct, yet com-

prehensive, packed with facts, yet readable and it is en-
livened throughout by comments drawn from the fruits
of the author's extensive personal experience. It may
perhaps be a minor point of criticism that the opening
chapter of the volume begins baldly with a commentary
upon meningitis, and without any kind of introductory
preamble which might condition the reader to digest the
mass of information which follows. But the author gives
cogent reasons for omitting the commentaries on anatomy
and physiology and on the neurological examination
which so often introduce other textbooks of neurology,
and, while not all may agree with this point of view, the
chapters which follow fully justify the author's approach.

This fourth edition is thoroughly up to date and it is a
scholarly and topical commentary on neurology in which
this reviewer could find no important omissions. It has
been extensively revised and the carefully-selected but
comprehensive lists of references at the end of each short
section contain many new papers which have been pub-
lished since the last edition appeared. There are also a
number of new illustrations, and in general the photo-
graphs and diagrams are remarkable for their quality and
clarity. This edition certainly lives up to the reputation of
its predecessors and even surpasses it. Merritt is now
firmly established as one of the leading contemporary
texts ofmoderate size. It can be confidently recommended.

JOHN N. WALTON

DIE ENTWICKLUNG DES GLOBUS PALLIDUS UND DES CORPUS
SUBTHALAMICUM By E. Richter. (Pp. xii + 131; 48
illustrations). Springer-Verlag: Berlin/Heidelberg/New
York. 1965.

This publication reopens a controversy, begun in 1924,
when Hugo Spatz-who has also initiated and prefaced
this present work-suggested a diencephalic origin of the
globus pallidus. The names of leading neuroanatomists
are found among both supporters and opponents of his
hypothesis. Richter's investigations, based on material
from almost 50 human embryos strongly support
Spatz's conclusions. He finds a decisive distinction in
time between the early differentiation of the ventral
diencephalic matrix-from which both globus pallidus
and corpus subthalamicum develop- and that of the
striatal matrix which is not completed even at birth.
The first Anlagen of external and internal pallidum and
corpus subthalamicum are found in an oro-caudal
arrangement, parallel to the ventral diencephalic plate;
subsequent rotation brings them into their mature
medio-lateral position. The internal pallidum is
homologous with the nucleus entopenduncularis.

These are but brief samples from a painstaking and
critically interpreted piece of research, which should
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