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cerebral palsy as a general guide to normal motor
development.

GEOFFREY RUSHWORTH

THE GENERALIZED EPILEPSIES By Ernst Niedermeyer.
(Pp. 247; illustrated.*) Thomas: Springfield, Ill.

1972.
It is hard to judge the purpose of this book. It begins
with a five-page review of the concepts of generalized
and centrencephalic epilepsy, but the main bulk of
the book is a review of 300 'almost consecutive'
patients with epilepsy from the electroencephalo-
graphic laboratory of the Johns Hopkins Hospital,
whose electroencephalogram showed generalized
paroxysmal activity. Cases of hypsarrhythmia and
cases with generalized abnormalities such as follow
cardiac arrest were excluded. The author admits that
the material does not represent a homogeneous group

either clinically or electroencephalographically, and
attempts to separate his cases into, among other
groups, a group of 'pure culture idiopathic seizure
disorders', and another of 'common generalized
epilepsy atypical form'. The distinction between the
groups was 'prompted by the presence of mild signs
of acquired brain discare in the history. . .'. Minor
focal features in the EEG were also reasons for listing
patients in the second group. An account of the
EEGs of these somewhat arbitrarily divided groups
is then followed by a discussion which is probably
useful, though marred by some linguistic infelicities
-for example, 'What genetic counseling has strictly
to avoid is marrying a partner who is likely to carry
certain epileptic genes', and 'While the genetic factor
is extremely elusive, the factor of age indicates the
zenith and nadir of the generalized epilepsies in
longitudinal view'. The publisher's editor must share
some responsibility for letting such fuliginous state-
ments adumbrate our understanding.

ANTHONY HOPKINS

METABOLISM OF THE NERVE TISSUE IN RELATION TO ION
MOVEMENTS IN VITRO AND IN SITU By M. Ruscak,
and D. Rus'cikova. (Pp. 171; illustrated; $11 50.)
University Park Press: Baltimore. 1972.

This book describes research in neurochemistry done
by the authors during the last 10 years; it is practically
a collection of research papers, translated from the
original Czech and slightly shortened. To me (a
neurophysiologist, not a neurochemist) the experi-
ments seem well-designed and the inferences usually
fair, though occasionally stated with more generality
than the experiments support. The book is well-
written in detail, but not well organized as a whole.

* Price not stated.

Non-expert readers will not easily see how its content
is related to neurophysiology as a whole, or even to
other aspects of neurochemistry.

G. S. BRINDLEY

INTRODUCTION TO NEUROSCIENCE By J. Minckler.
(Pp. 420; illustrated.*) Mosby: St. Louis. 1972.

This book is basically about neuroanatomy, includ-
ing histology, electron microscopy, and tissue cul-
ture. There are brief accounts of neurochemistry and
electrophysiology and psychobiology, together with
a chapter on the cybernetic approach to brain func-
tion. There are many good and original line diagrams
but there are also many two-tone reproductions of
brain sections which although well reproduced and
clearly labelled are of somewhat limited value. The
whole book is on sensible non-gloss paper which
nonetheless takes all the illustrations adequately.
The team of authors seems unduly large for the
scope and level of the book, and inevitably the depth
and style varies somewhat between them. At the
student level for which the book is intended it re-
lates to the North American scene; in the present
climate of opinion about anatomy teaching in Britain
it would be likely to beconsidered toocomplex. But for
honours science students, and those working in the
wide range of neurosciences, it would be a useful
introduction.

BRYAN JENNETT

VASCULAR DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. PARTS I

and II. VOLS 11 and 12 of HANDBOOK OF CLINICAL
NEUROLOGY Edited by P. J. Vinken and G. W.
Bruyn. (Part 1, 719; Part 2, 696; illustrated; Part 1
Hfl 260-00; Part 2, Hfl 240-00.) North-Holland:
Amsterdam. 1972.

Two volumes of the Handbook are devoted to the
vascular diseases of the nervous system (including the
spinal cord). Many contributions are splendid and
provide extremely valuable accounts of the anatomy
and traditional clinical disorders of the cerebrospinal
vasculature. Unfortunately, the work has an old-
fashioned air about it. The recent major advances in
knowledge about cerebral blood flow are not ade-
quately dealt with, and one searches in vain for an
appreciation of the importance of 'watersheds' in
the localization of ischaemic lesions. The account of
hypertensive encephalopathy is very good, but other
contributions on the role of 'functional' disorders
of the vasculature as determinants of apoplexy appear
to be expressions of opinion rather than presentation
of evidence. The two large volumes could be reduced
considerably by judicious editing, as some items are
duplicated. The section on EEG aspects is certainly
excessive.

694

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol N
eurosurg P

sychiatry: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.36.4.694-c on 1 A
ugust 1973. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


Book reviews

In pointing out items which appear to have been Director of the Neuropsychiatry Division of the
missed, the reviewer must observe that he has not Walter Reed Army Institute of Research, Washing-
read both volumes from cover to cover. But this ton, D.C.
indicates the most serious criticism. A handbook is Reflecting Rioch's broad interests, as seen in his
intended for reference purposes and this is impossible own career and in the research he encouraged in his
without a comprehensive index and good cross- colleagues, the contributions cover so wide a field
references. The index is inadequate and cross- that the editors' evident difficulty in finding an
references nonexistent. arresting title is well understood. Twenty-six papers

J. A. SIMPSON deal with the neuroanatomy of the cerebral cortex
and thalamus, receptor and sensory physiology, the
neurochemistry and physiology of reward systems,

POE INayenEuROlOGICE.MaLpesandW.SURGERY wEdte invertebrate physiology, sleep, neuropsychology,H. Krayenbuhll P. E. Maspes, and W. H. Sweet. psychosomatics, primate behaviour, military and
(Pp. 4v8; illustrated; arger: asev17 administrative psychiatry. Many of the authors are

incrasinad ancein knowlee ae rep in an
revie eminent and the authority of their contributions

atincreaingreanes profvjournalsdthe the reviewerrey d need not therefore be doubted. They have clearlyarticle increases,rovied the revie ral does been allowed to decide freely the character of their

Therefie rather than hishown work offerings. Some have taken the opportunity to
Thea pre ce tot book i theltatu au s were. indulge their current speculations at some length:clearly instucerie w the terate astwella the brevity of others suggests perhaps that they are

done. The book, which is the fourth in the series, pars areporteng theilr work yet agan. Some

deals with surgically treatable congenital lesions of papers are terse and technical and some are readable

the central nervous system and the contributors are g

from North America (six), Europe (six), and New published before, often in similar form.
Zealand. A particular vale of tebk is te .access It is difficult to know what readership the pub-Zealand. A parkicularevadlu ofvtheabook is tEngi lishers have in mind apart from those to whom a
itngives to worksnot readily availan Engrish commemorative volume would have a special value.
language journalnon ofit. Europea conteri The broad scope of this collection and the technical
tors is British or Scand al vian Hpialf chapites- nature of many of the papers render this volume of
*dea thcrania and haf wthyspir l cnimtion- little interest to anyone (at least as a prospective
trinculudsin e

use onfangiography fianorstming yin-l purchaser) but the neurobiological dilettante or thetricular size in infants and in diagnosing spinal
arteriovenous malformations; myelominingocoele, Meyerian gourmet, if such individuals still exist.
diastematomyelia, spondylolisthesis, dermal sinuses Libraries probably already have these papers in

(cranial and spinal), intracranial arachnoid cysts, and Volume 8 of the Journal of Psychiatric Research. It
of course, hydrocephalus. As many of the conditions seems that this book must be placed in that increas-

described are relatively uncommon, it is useful to have ingly common category-unnecessary publication.
the literature so fully reviewed in one place. The book R. N. HERRINGTON
is beautifully produced but far too lavishly illus-
trated. A more critical attitude to the real value of
the illustrations in advancing the argument might MENTAL RTDAO:cain Paper 3,and
have enabled a more economical production. Previ- 4oBy K. S. Holt, S. Hewett, E. Stephen, and J.
ous volumes have cost, in Swiss francs, 64 (1966), 85 Rortson.oP. 1972.
(1968), 95 (1969); this one costs 175 Swiss francs worth: London. 1973.
175,^whc rersntepneta inlaio. May-....This volume comprises three papers, all of which

be doctor.inhepCommoneMarke cnfaffor. this bring much needed light to different facets of thebeutiritin e liraie willafin d this , urgent problems of mental handicap.
* Dr. Holt writes on the quality of survival, sum-BRYAN JENNETT marizing historical trends in maternal and child

health and putting existing problems into perspective.
PRINCIPLES, PRACTICES AND POSITIONS IN NEURO- He writes not just as a paediatrician and postulates

PSYCHIATRIC RESEARCH By J. V. Brady and how quality of survival might be altered given the
W. J. H. Nauta. (Pp. 548; illustrated; £8.) necessary effort. The language is precise, informative,
Pergamon: Oxford. 1972. and articulate. My sole complaint is that this paper

Most of the papers contained in this volume were should have been half again as long.
presented at a conference held in 1970 to mark the Dr. Sheila Hewett discusses 'the need for long-
retirement, after 20 years, of David Rioch as term care'. Her straightforward, warm hearted and
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