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are entirely adequate and allow the reader to con- He describes logically the anatomy and electro-
centrate on the essential phenomena. The book physiology of the nose and olfactory system, and
would not have suffered, as a practical manual, by then reviews many of the theories appertaining to the
drastic reduction of the number of illustrative cases. sense of smell. This is followed by a comprehensive
On the other hand it would have gained by inclusion account of clinical tests, including olfactometry. He
of a chapter on motor endplate biopsy. There is a then provides a detailed description of the symptoms
good chapter by H. E. Neville on electronmicroscopy and investigations of abnormalities of smell, whether
of muscle. The authors and publishers are to be determined by peripheral, local, or intracranial
congratulated on producing this valuable and timely lesions. The chapter on the legal aspects is of particu-
book at such a reasonable price. lar value because of the frequency of the claim of

J. A. SIMPSON anosmia in medico-legal assessment of head injury
patients.

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF PSYCHIATRY Edited by C. Mr Douek's approach is essentially eclectic; this
Muller. (Pp. 592; illustrated; DM 98.) Springer: sometimes leads to rather unnecessary accounts of
Berlin. 1973. straightforward neurological diagnosis-for example,

This excellent publication was made possible by the he describes a routine for investigating cerebral
cooperation of 57 German and Swiss psychiatrists tumours, and a classification of the epilepsies. How-
of whom each is an authority in a special subject. The ever, in dealing with his own extensive experience of
various psychopathological concepts are objectively disorders of olfaction he is both discursive and
and informatively presented. The volume does not critical, and hence provides a most valuable survey
intend to replace standard text books on psychiatry, based on fundamental principles of disordered
but it will be a great help to students and to all those anatomy and physiology.
who work in fields which border on psychiatry. Even The book is nicely produced with clear illustra-
to the trained psychiatrist it will be an occasional aid tions. Inaccuracies are few, although he does cite
in supplying adequate information should he want to two references to his own work which suggest they
consult it on some specific concept with which he may were published 60 years apart! This is a most
not be very familiar. useful handbook and is strongly recommended.
The book's approach is catholic. The essay on JOHN PEARCE

'epilepsies' contains nearly 11,000 words with 18
references to the literature, while the essay on TEXTBOOK OF CHILD NEUROLOGY By John H.
existential analysis has about 9,000 words with 29 Menkes. (Pp. 583; illustrated; £1070.) Lea and
literature references, among them a reference to a Febiger: Philadelphia. U.K. distributors, Kimp-
publication in which more complete references may ton: London. 1974.
be found. Important disease entities-for example, John Menkes has succeeded in writing a most
alcoholism, drug dependence and the schizophrenic interesting and valuable book on paediatric neurol-
illnesses-are particularly well presented, and con- ogy. Succeeded perhaps where others failed because,
flicting theories are put before the reader in an objec- in its unashamedly biased way, it reflects his par-
tive manner. ticular interests and approach. Well-known for his
The book maintains an even, high standard neurometabolic research and even eponymously

throughout, and for that thanks must be due to the linked with a disease which is curiously almost an
editor whose labour must surely have been most obverse of Wilson's disease, Menkes has produced a
strenuous. text with a strong biochemical and research emphasis,

J. SCHORSTEIN mostly written by himself.
My first reaction was of disappointment at the

THE SENSE OF SMELL AND ITS ABNORMALITIES By relatively scant clinical descriptions, but on reflec-
E. Douek. (Pp. 243; illustrated; £550.) Churchill tion, perhaps it is unwise for a text like this to
Livingstone: Edinburgh. 1974. attempt to compete with teaching at the bedside.

At first sight a book devoted to the function and dis- Sections on CNS malformations, infections, and
orders of a single cranial nerve appears somewhat learning disorders are presented succinctly by
daunting. Such apprehension as may be inspired by Gabriel, Weil, and Kinsbourne respectively. Biblio-
the title is also accentuated by the fact that the graphies are helpful and extensive, and reasonably
examination of the olfactory nerve is so often updated with a few 1973 references included.
neglected in the clinical examination. Mr Douek The use of illustrations is restrained, and this is
quickly dispels such fears by providing an intriguing probably reflected in the price, which is modest by
account which is relevant to the clinical practice of transatlantic standards.
all neurologists, neurosurgeons, and ENT surgeons. The book can be commended as a reference text

203

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol N
eurosurg P

sychiatry: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.38.2.203-b on 1 F
ebruary 1975. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


Book reviews

for those interested in paediatric neurology, and for
those with a special interest in neurometabolic
diseases. Its publication is timely and allows those of
us harassed by publishers to decline their blandish-
ments with a good conscience.

JOHN WILSON

THE BIOCHEMICAL BASIS OF NEUROPHARMACOLOGY
By J. R. Cooper, F. E. Bloom, and R. H. Roth.
2nd edn. (Pp. 272; illustrated; £2.50.) Oxford
University Press: London. 1974.

Drug therapy in the nervous system has in recent
years grown at an extraordinary pace. This develop-
ment has paralleled and, to some extent, depended
on laboratory advances in our understanding of
brain neurotransmitters. The speed of these changes
poses problems both for the clinician in keeping
abreast of the developments on which his practice
depends, and for the laboratory scientist in seeing the
potential applications of his discoveries. This short
text should help at least the first of these problems
providing as it does an excellent, up-to-date account
ofpresent biochemical and pharmacological informa-
tion on these processes.
The text is not too long, clearly presented and the

chapters organized in such a way that each can be
consulted separately if one's interests, for example,
were in central catecholamines or serotonin. The
diagrams are excellent though the small format of the
book has produced occasional infelicities such as the
isolation on separate pages of legend and the
corresponding figure. The information is slanted to-
wards the central nervous system, a bias justifiable
both on grounds of importance and because most
existing textbooks and monographs are equally
biased towards the more easily understood peri-
pheral nervous system.
The book should prove most useful to all clini-

cians involved in the neurosciences, as well as to
advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students
in pharmacology, biochemistry, psychology, and
physiology.

J. S. GILLESPIE

PSYCHOMOTOR EPILEPSY-A POLYDIMENSIONAL STUDY

By U. J. Jovanovic. (Pp. 522; illustrated; $31 -00.)
Thomas: Springfield, Ill. 1974.

This book seems to reflect the author's width of
approach to the problem of psychomotor epilepsy,
since he is designated as lecturer in psychiatry and
neurology, especially electroencephalography, neuro-

physiology, and psychophysiology. Experience in
experimental sleep and dream research is also in-

cluded for good measure. Predictably, the book con-
tains a vast amount of information about the clinical,
neurophysiological, neuroanatomical, and bio-
chemical aspects of psychomotor epilepsy and the
bibliography at the end is nearly 100 pages long.
There is both an author and a subject index.
The first three chapters are concerned with ana-

tomical and physiological considerations and take up
rather less than 100 pages. The next six are devoted
essentially to biochemical problems and are en-
compassed in some 260 pages, the final chapter con-
sisting of a 21-page summary.

Considering its size, this book is sparsely illus-
trated and the subject matter is difficult to digest.
Furthermore, the terminology may prove somewhat
unfamiliar to British readers. Nevertheless, those
who have a particular interest in the subject of
psychomotor epilepsy will find much to engage their
attention and much with which they would wish to
take issue. Generally speaking, the heavy biochemical
orientation will make the book of more appeal to the
research biochemist than to the clinician.

MAURICE PARSONAGE

NOTICES
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON SCHIZOPHRENIA 24-27
September 1975, Capri, Italy, under auspices of Univer-
sity of Naples. Closing date for applications: 10 April
1975. Further information may be obtained from Dr D.
Kemali, Cattedra di Psichiatria, I. Facolto di Medicina e
Chirurgia, Policlinico Universita, Piazza Miraglia, 2,
80138, Napoli, Italy.

SILVER JUBILEE, INSTITUTE OF NEUROLOGY, MADRAS This
will be celebrated 11-12 November 1975. A Scientific
Congress will be held to mark the occasion. The celebra-
tions have been arranged a few days before the Asian and
Oceanian Congress of Neurology and the Asian and
Oceanian Congress of Neurosurgery in Bangkok during
the third week of November 1975, so that all those
attending the Bangkok Congresses will find it convenient
to participate in the Silver Jubilee at Madras also. Details
from Professor B. Ramamurthi, Secretary, Silver Jubilee
Scientific Congress, Institute of Neurology, Government
General Hospital, Madras-3, India.

XITH WORLD CONGRESS OF NEUROLOGY 11-18 September
1977, R.A.I. Congress Centre, Amsterdam. National
Delegate Meeting: Amsterdam, 27 June 1975, Amsterdam.
Board of Congress Organizing Committee: Professor
and Dr W. A. den Hartog Jager (President), Dr G. W.
Bruyn (Secretary-General), and Dr A. P. J. Heijstee
(Treasurer-General).
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