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Book reviews
SURGICAL DISORDERS OF THE PERIPHERAL NERVES By

Sir Herbert Seddon. (Pp. 336; illustrated; £12.00.)
Churchill Livingstone: Edinburgh. 1975.

A second edition in three years is sufficient testimony
to the value of this outstanding book which is an
essential work of reference for all who have to deal
with peripheral nerve injuries. The revision includes
more modern methods of electrodiagnosis but omits
important data on the use of conduction studies for
prognosis and monitoring of recovery, and of
electromyography in detecting anomalous innerva-
tion, trick movements and aberrant regeneration.
Modem immunology is just beginning to influence
the use of homografts. Entrapment syndromes
receive a wider coverage but important 'medical'
causes are omitted. The new knowledge about
tourniquet paralysis receives only passing reference.
These points may indicate the desirability of greater
cooperation between orthopaedic surgeon, physician,
and clinical physiologist to increase diagnostic
precision. For the management of nerve injuries
there is no better guide than this splendid book,
because the author has the courage to describe his
own doubts or occasional errors, so that this is more
than a survey of recent publications. It is the
recorded experience of the most distinguished sur-
geon in this field.

J. A. SIMPSON

PHYSIOLOGY OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM Edited by
C. Eyzaguirre and S. J. Fidone. (Pp. 418; illus-
trated; £10.75.) Lloyd Luke: London. 1975.

In this second edition Dr Eyzaguirre has been joined
by Salvatore J. Fidone as co-author and a number of
collaborators have contributed to specific sections.
Although some expansion of the original text has
taken place, the original intention to present an out-
line of the principles of neurophysiology in a form
suitable both for first year medical students, and for
graduates and more advanced workers has been
adhered to.
The book remains an admirably clear account of

the subject. It is inevitable that a book of this size
must be selective and, although the sections on

general neurophysiology and sensation are reason-

ably comprehensive, the most extensive treatment is
given to the section on reflexes and the control of
movement and posture. There are interesting sec-
tions on the autonomic system, sleep, denervation
and trophic phenomena, but relatively little is said

regarding such higher functions of the brain as
speech, learning and behaviour. The text is out-
standingly lucid and the book is clearly printed with
clear and helpful line diagrams. Each chapter has a
short list of references at the end but it seems a pity
that references are not cited in the text as many who
read this book will wish to go back to original
sources.
Taken as a whole, the book can be warmly recom-

mended as an introductory text for students, and
many clinical workers will be glad to have access to
it as an exceptionally clear account of the funda-
mentals of neurophysiology.

J. A. R. LENMAN

LURIA'S NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION By
Anne-Lise Christensen. (Pp.: text 201, manual 53;
158 test cards; illustrated; £6.90; £2.75; £M0.)
Munksgaard: Copenhagen. 1975.

Having had an interest in Luria's theory of speech
and its disorders, I welcomed Anne-Lise Christensen's
description of his neuropsychological investigation.
It consists of a 200 page text describing the technique
and a reprint of Luria's account of the underlying
philosophy. It includes a method for the analysis of
the results to enable the user to ascribe specific
anatomical sites for a lesion, based upon the func-
tional deficit. There is a manual for administering
the tests and a pack containing the necessary items.
At an early stage in the investigation a formal

identification of cerebral dominance is required. The
intracarotid amytal test is recommended and it is
pointed out that this can only be done in a neuro-
surgical unit. In such a setting, an elaborate theoreti-
cal analysis of anatomical localization may seem
inappropriate and perhaps less reliable than one
derived from conventional neurophysiology and
neuroradiology.
The tests themselves are thorough yet otherwise

unremarkable. Any competent neurologist faced
with a patient suffering from a disorder of the higher
functions would perform a similar battery of tests
and would reach roughly similar conclusions,
although I doubt whether many would be so specific
in their anatomical localizations.

If the expert does not need such a method, is it
appropriate for the beginner? Dr Christensen's
introduction stresses the need for adapting the style
and content of the various items according to the
patients' intellectual, educational, and pathological
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state; but the ability to make the appropriate allow-
ances and adaptations is what distinguishes the
expert from the beginner.

In summary, the manual provides an excellent
basic method of neuropsychological investigation.
The brief description of each function tested is
particularly effective. Its relevance as a routine aid
to cerebral localization is uncertain.

IVAN T. DRAPER

GLOSSARY OF MENTAL DISORDERS AND GUIDE TO THEIR
CLASSIFICATION By World Health Organization.
(Pp. 86; 12 Sw.F.) WHO: Geneva. 1974.

Under the chairmanship of the late Sir Aubrey
Lewis a distinguished international panel of psychia-
trists has taken a significant step towards obtaining
uniformity in the use of the principal diagnostic
terms in psychiatry by the addition of a Glossary to
the I.C.D. As a means of providing an internationally
acceptable framework for communication about
mental disorders the Glossary will be valuable to
those in many areas of psychiatric and related work,
including epidemiologists, research workers, and
psychiatrists in training. It is chiefly concerned with
the description of the conditions listed in the LIC.D.,
and avoids the pitfalls of attempting to classify by
reference to possible aetiology, with the exception of
disorders arising from brain disease or injury. It is
inevitable that all viewpoints cannot be encompassed
but this, and other objections, are acknowledged and
by the adroit use of 'inclusion terms' variations in
nomenclature are quite readily accommodated.
The use of the LC.D. in clinical practice is strongly

recommended. Initially it may seem complex, but
merits careful reading, for almost certainly every
psychiatrist will find that he or she needs to make
some adjustment in their own system of classifica-
tion. It hardly needs to be emphasized that the
Glossary should be on the office desk of every
psychiatrist.

MICHAEL R. BOND

LEGACIES IN THE STUDY OF BEHAVIOR By J. W.
Cullen. (Pp. 275; illustrated; $17.50.) Thomas:
Springfield, Ill. 1974.

One could not describe this book as stimulating and
yet it is curiously interesting, partly perhaps because
it is so very unexpected. In 1971 Dr Joseph Cullen
wrote to 26 scientists asking them to contribute;
only 11 completed the task. Of these, 10 give their
date of birth or other identifying year and it appears
that the average age is about 77.5 years.

Describing his contributors Dr Cullen says (p.
vii, line 15) 'Their years of experience and intel-

lectual post-maturity eminently qualify them as
augers of the future and exegeates of the past'. I liked
the motto proposed by Roger J. Williams-'Read
less; think more' and the comment by E. F. Adolph
'. . . there are multiple ways to pursue scientific re-
search; ... most of them are based on hunches and
emotional preferences' (p. 9, line 1).
Most scientists, in fact, seem to have a set of

notions or expectations when they set out on their
careers and their 'sets' determine to a large extent
what they look for and find. Much scientific work
is aimed (perhaps not consciously) at confirming
what has already been surmised by hunch or intui-
tion. Certainly Eysenk's and Rhine's chapters read
as if they had the ideas first and spent many years
subsequently confirming their concepts. I liked some
comments from Dr I. H. Page (p. 169, line 7) 'One of
the most serious dangers to creative research is to
work in a laboratory loaded with expensive, compli-
cated equipment'.

But it was the pages on ESP and Psi that really
intrigued me. Originally destined for the church,
Rhine joined the marine corps, took a degree in
plant physiology, then pursued a career in psychical
research. Clearly Rhine must have needed to prove
that man had a non-physical nature and since 1927
he has, like the shoe-maker, stuck to his last.

It is difficult to know whether this book is a study
in geriatrics or creativity. Somewhere along the line
the purpose got mislaid.

A. D. FORREST

ALCOHOL, DRUGS AND BRAIN DAMAGE Edited by
J. G. Rankin (Pp. 101; illustrated; $8.00; paper-
back $5.50.) Addiction Research Foundation:
Toronto. 1975.

This book is derived from a symposium organized
by the Addiction Research Foundation of Ontario.
It states that alcoholic brain damage is about as
common as alcoholic liver damage, and that both
may occur at first as acute reversible conditions and
may later become severe and irreversible disasters.
Brain damage has, however, received less attention
than liver damage partly because the means for
measuring it are more difficult. Thiamine deficiency
may be the cause of the Wernicke-Korsakoff syn-
drome and the cerebellar disease, but the aetiology
of generalized brain damage presenting as dementia
without the features of Korsakoff's psychosis is
unknown. As alcohol addiction in the young is
increasing, and dementia occurs after many years of
continuous alcohol abuse, this book provides useful
new information on a topic that is likely to be of
increasing importance to neurologists and others.

J. M. K. SPALDING
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