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Book reviews

Selected Writings of Sir Charles
Sherrington Edited by D. Denny-
Brown. (Pp. 532; illustrated; £15.00.)
Oxford University Press: Oxford. 1979.
In 1939 the guarantors of the journal
Brain arranged for a selection of the
writings of Sir Charles Sherrington to
be brought together and published as a
testimonial. These writings were com-
piled and edited by D. Denny-Brown
but unfortunately, owing to the exigen-
cies of the Second World War they only
remained available for a limited period.
The present reissue, with which Denny-
Brown is again associated, is, therefore,
especially welcome.
The material has been collected into

chapters designed to provide a compre-
hensive selection of Sherrington's writ-
ings which have been of particular
interest to neurologists but omitting
material which has been dealt with at
length in the Integrative Action of the
Nervous System. Early chapters deal
with motor and sensory nerve roots and
spinal and bulbar reflexes. These follow
sections on reciprocal innervation, pos-
tural reflexes, the motor cortex and the
nature of excitation and inhibition.
There is a full bibliography of Sherring-
ton's writings up to 1938.
Although a number of Sherrington's

publications including his Gifford lec-
tures appeared after the publication of
the Selected Writings, this volume, to-
gether with the Integrative A ction of
the Nervous System provides a compre-
hensive compilation of his scientific
work. As such it contains the ground-
work for much of our present know-
ledge of the nervous system to be valued
by neurologists and neurophysiologists
alike. The volume is elegantly pro-
duced and at a reasonable price, and
the guarantors of Brain and the pub-
lishers are to be congratulated on its
production.

J. A. R. LENMAN

Clinical Neuroimmunology By Peter
0. Behan and Simon Currie. (Pp. 213;
illustrated; £12.00.) W. B. Saunders:
London. 1978.
This slim volume offers a readable, but
unexciting account of the immunologi-

cal aspects of neurological disorders.
A concise introduction, setting out
current immunological views, forms a
useful basis for the subsequent chapters
which deal with the orthodox range of
diseases in which immunological pro-
cesses are considered to play a role.
Topics include infectious diseases, de-
myelinating disorders, the Guillain-Barre
syndrome, myasthenia gravis, poly-
myositis, slow virus infections, neuro-
logical manifestations of connective
tissue disorders and neoplasia, as well
as immune deficiency diseases. Experi-
mental immunological disorders also
receive attention, and a helpful glossary
is provided.
Coverage of the topics is clear,

factual, and concise but disappointingly
superficial. The authors' approach en-
courages rapid reading but leaves one
with the overall impression of a neuro-
logical text in which relevant immuno-
logical data have been "tacked on" to
standard disease descriptions, rather
than a book which illuminates the role
of immunology in clinical neurology.
This approach is presumably designed
to try to broaden the appeal of the book
to include general physicians and im-
munologists as well as neurologists.
However, it weakens significantly the
value of the book for neurological
readers who may be drawn by its title
to dip into its pages for answers to
any but straightforward immunological
questions raised by their clinical prac-
tice. Likewise, clinicians with an interest
in neuroimmunology will search in vain
for new ideas to stimulate them into
furthering this branch of neurology. On
the other hand, the book does offer
quick, relatively painless injection of
immunological data for overworked
neurologists who may feel in need of
such an injection.

Taurine and Neurologica
Edited by A. Barbeau
Huxtable. (Pp. 468; illustra
Raven Press: New York. 1

This book is the result of
held in Tucson, Arizona e

and includes contributions
770

of the leaders in taurine research.
Taurine occurs abundantly as a free
amino-acid in mammalian tissues but is
not incorporated into proteins. Its high
concentration in organs such as brain
and heart has been known for years,
but until lately little was understood of
its function. Much of the activity of
current research has been stimulated by
the neural activity of other simple
amino-acids as glycine and y-aminobu-
tyrate to the extent that taurine is now
thought to function as a neurotrans-
mitter, or at least as a modulator of
transmission.
The editors are to be congratulated

on their production of an exhaustive
account of the transport and metabolism
of this amino-acid in heart and brain.
This is followed by thorough descrip-
tions of its pharmacological and physi-
ological properties. The final sections of
the book are devoted to taurine and
neurological disorders, with particular
emphasis on the epilepsies and the
ataxias. The coverage is restricted to
mammals; even though taurine is of
interest elsewhere, it seems sensible to
have concentrated in this way, since so
much of clinical interest is emerging.

It is well illustrated and referenced.
A most useful aid to the reader new to
the field is a list of key references,
separate from the references at the end
of each chapter. The price is rather
high for a specialist work, but it should
find its way to the bookshelves of neuro-
scientists interested in the neuroactive
amino-acids, and to clinicians involved
in treatment of neurological disorders.

H. S. BACHELARD

Increased Intracranial Pressure in
Children Second edition Edited by
W. E. Bell and W. F. McCormick. (Pp.

ALAN RIDLEY 485; illustrated; £21.00.) W. B.
Saunders: Philadelphia, London,
Toronto. 1978.

xl Disorders The authors, in under 500 pages of
and R. J. most readable and well-illustrated text,

Lted; $46.80.) have presented a very good account of
978. raised intracranial pressure in children.
a symposium Their title is perhaps too modest an
arly in 1977, indication of their wide-ranging con-
, from many sideration of the topic. I hope that, by
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suggesting merely a practical handbook,
it will not deter readers, particularly
from disciplines allied to developmental
neurology, from enjoying and bene-
fiting from the discussions in this book.
The full bibliography at the end of
each chapter gives good opportunity also
for further reading on particular aspects
of the subject. Conversely this is a book
which gives much practical and detailed
information on the management of the
varying situations of raised intracranial
pressure. Reference to it in an emer-
gency could well be most helpful.
The conciseness of the information

reflects the depth of the authors' experi-
ence. Where they are hesitant I find it
only increased my confidence in their
statements. Thus, although most
paediatricians have their own ideas.
when I turned for authoritative advice
on the management of chronic sub-
dural fluid collections, I read, after a
good review of the possibilities, "our
current level of knowledge does not
allow conclusions in regard to the ideal
method of treatment of those cases that
do not respond to repeated subdural
taps."

In their preface the authors rightly
say that they stress the need for the
clinician to be constantly aware of the
possible adverse effects of some diag-
nostic procedures. I believe this should
have allowed them to place greater em-
phasis on the use of computerised axial
tomography in the diagnosis of many of
the causes of raised intracranial pres-
sure, and how this investigation has to
a great extent supplanted the more
invasive contrast investigations. They
certainly describe its use in each
pathology but give, for these days, un-
due prominence to the latter type of
investigation such as ventriculography.
This, however, is a fine point and per-
haps they are swayed by the fear, also
indicated in their preface, that too
ready a recourse to this facility will
lead to a dangerous neglect of history
and neurological examination.
The book is divided into three parts.

Part one deals with general concepts.
Part two describes causes other than
tumours and includes chapters on hydro-
cephalus, benign intracranial hyper-
tension, lead encephalopathy, head
injuries, and infections. Part three, in
eight well-defined chapters, describes the
intracranial tumours of childhood. All
make profitable and interesting reading.
The extended consideration of Reye's

syndrome will have more appeal to the subject. A broad view is taken of liaison
physician, and some of the more obscure psychiatry and a worthwhile endeavour
causes of raised intracranial pressure is made to bid farewell to the narrower
and the discussions about migraine and psychosomatic concepts of the past and
headache in childhood may make sur- to the "holy seven psychosomatic dis-
gical readers wonder if the remit hasn't eases" of Franz Alexander. The role of
been somewhat stretched. However, they the psychiatrist in the medical ward is
are rapidly reassured by authors who realistically seen to have many facets,
bring out such practical points as the primarily involving consultation with the
state of shock which may supervene in patient but frequently including com-
an infant with an epidural haematoma munication with medical colleagues and
and the clinical differentiation between also the functions of mediator, inter-
a cerebellar astrocytoma and medullo- preter, diagnostician, therapist, teacher,
blastoma. and facilitator of decision-making. The

In addition to the chapters which chapters fall into two groupings-one
deal so well with the common childhood dealing with basic concepts of liaison
tumours, I enjoyed reading the authors' psychiatry and the other with specialist
descriptions of the mechanisms of visual areas of this subject.
disturbances, particularly in pineal and Dr A. J. Krakowski of Plattsburgh,
brainstem tumours. Their gentle re- New York describes the practice of
minder that the old concept of eosino- liaison psychiatry in North America in
phil, basophil, and chromophobe the 1970s, mentioning the clinical tac-
pituitary tumours was too naive and tics to be pursued by the wise psychia-
their discussion of immunological factors trist, and giving detailed attention to
in the differentiation of neuroblastoma the delicate triadic relationship between
to ganglion neuroma were interesting. the referring physician, patient, and

I found their final chapters on the psychiatrist. There is a particularly in-
less common tumours, such as those teresting contribution on the problem
arising in the optic nerves and hypo- of pain, especially chronic intractable
thalamus and the choroid plexus, to- paini, by Dr R. A. Ramsay of Montreal.
gether with nasal gliomas and diffuse In a chapter on medical rehabilitation
leptomeningeal tumours. a fitting by Professor R. C. B. Aitken of Edin-
conclusion to a book which I strongly burgh the argument is put forward that
recommend because in short compass it there exists an especially clamant need
ranges widely but remains a very good for improved rehabilitation services for
practical guide. the middle-aged disabled with artho-

J. F. SHAW pathic, neurological, and cardiovascular
disorders.

This book is highly recommended for
physicians and psychiatrists interested

The Teaching of Psychosomatic Medi- in collaborating with each other. How-
cine and Consultation-Liaison Psy- ever, its comparatively high price and
chiatry Edited by C. P. Kimball and lack of an index are regrettable
A. J. Krakowski. (Pp. 188; illustrated; features.
Sw fr 83.00.) S. Karger: Basel. 1979. A. B. SCLARE
The publication of this book occurs
appropriately at a time when the prac-
tice of psychiatry is becoming more
closely reintegrated with the mainstream Manual of Neurologic Therapeutics
of medicine. Diminishing stigma, more Edited by Martin A. Samuels. (Pp. 436;
favourable professional and public atti- illustrated; $12.50.) Little, Brown and
tudes, and the inception of psychiatric Company: Boston. 1978.
uinits in district general hospitals have This ringbound softback is dedicated to
contributed to the wind of change. Raymond D. Adams and written by a
"Consultative" or "liaison" psychiatry group of his former residents. The first
refers to the practical working relation- part has chapters on coma, headache,
ship between psychiatrists and physicians dementia, dizziness, backache, epilepsy,
in hospital wards and clinics, and in and brain death. Other sections deal
teaching. with groups of diseases. It is well editcl
The volume comprises 17 chapters and has a good index.

(rather than 20, as stated on its back The book is presented in tabul;-r
page) contributed by 14 experts on the form and didactic style with clear advice
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