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Book reviews

Progress in Stroke Research 1 edited
by R M Greenhalgh and F Clifford
Rose (pp 412; £22.50) Bath: Pitman
Medical Press, 1979.
Stroke is common, disabling and de-
pressing. Greenhalgh and Clifford Rose
have gathered nearly 80 authors who,
between them, contribute 45 chapters
on all aspects of this illness. Although
not stated explicity, the volume reads
like a "Symproc", exhibiting all the
unevenness of such a publication.
Many chapters consist of no more
than two or three pages summarising
data presented in full elsewhere. There
are some original contributions, and
one or two outstanding essays. The
introductory chapters on epidemiology
give a lucid account of stroke mor-
tality based on published statistics for
England and Wales for the years 1958-
1975. Gautier contributes two excel-
lent chapters summarising his influen-
tial views on the importance of extra-
cerebral vascular causes of stroke. The
importance of blood viscosity is pre-
sented well by Thomas, although no
clear indications are given as to "when
to apply the leech" to those with mar-
ginally raised haematocrits; nor would
all agree with Thompson's aggressive
surgical attitude to the asymptomatic
carotid bruit. The sections on medical
assessment and management consist,
in the main, of brief reviews appro-
priate to a text book, but the chapter
on anticoagulants (Perkins) is excel-
lent and should be compulsory reading
along with Brust's review in Neuro-
logy (1977; 27; 701) for all neurologists
in training. The contributions on non-
invasive assessment of carotid artery
disease are full of promise, but the
techniques described have not replaced
angiography yet, and the regional cere-
bral blood flow studies have not
entered routine clinical use, despite
the considerable amount of informa-
tion they have provided. Much space
is devoted to the surgery of stroke,
both of carotid bifurcation and of the
newer fashionable extracranial to in-
tracranial by-pass, to which a whole
chapter on technique is devoted. The
real problem, however, is whom to
select for surgery and this difficult topic
is tackled by Fields; his 16 aphorisms

are gems, but it is a pity that the data
on which they are based is not given.
The real purpose of this book is not
clear, for it is not an adequate multi-
author textbook on stroke, nor is it
a representative view of stroke re-
search today. The title suggests that
there is more to come.
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not a sine qua non for the beginner;
but it is nice to have, if one can
afford it and if one has no access to
the real thing.

IVAN JANOTA

Clinical Electroneurography Second
CD MARSDEN edition, by MP Smorto and JV

Basmajian (pp 298; $28 50) Baltimore:
Williams and Wilkins, 1979.
It would be very useful for teacher and
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tnts entering exuberant prefaces the authors express
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