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Other areas which comes from the superior cervical
een applied ganglia.
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illness) such variations are usually
rather minor to be accorded physio-
logical importance, or need control by
a special gland such as the pineal. One
thing seems certain; even the heavily
calcified pineal of middle age is still
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The Reticular Formation Revisited:
Specifying Function for a Nonspecific
System Edited by J Allan Hobson and
Mary AB Brazier (pp 568; $67-32) New
York: Raven Press, 1980.
This book does live up to the first part
of its initially rather mysterious title.
Although it is multiauthor and
symposium-based (November 1978,
IBRO Society for Neuroscience) most
of its authors do revisit or review their
fields as well as presenting recent
results. In this one detects the hand of
strong editorship, which has also given
the book more of an overall shape
than most volumes of its type.
The subtitle however must be

intended with tongue in cheek. A recur-
ring message of the book is that the
reticular formation is no longer to be
regarded as a nonspecific system, but
as being differentiated anatomically, in
physiological functions and in pharma-
cology, into a multitude of parts inter-
acting with each other and the rest of
the nervous system in various different
ways.
There is a corresponding multiplicity

of technical abbreviations, largely
anatomical, in some chapters which the
non-specialist reader will find confusing
and tiresome, but which is probably
inevitable.
Each of the five sections (historical/

methodological, arousal, motor control,
chemical modulation, and behavioural
state control) is introduced with a very
helpful overview chapter by the section
chairman; in one case even including
a tabular summary of the principal
results to be found in the section!

I was sorry not to see a section on
selective attention, a subject described
as "most challenging" by the arousal
section chairman in reviewing the old
work on this topic, but ignored else-
where. Perhaps there is no recent
neurophysiology of selective attention?
The book is well printed, proof read

and produced, with a huge number of
excellent illustrations. All the chapters
are well referenced, and most contain
some 1979 references. There is an
author index and a short subject index.
This is a book of real substance.
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