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degenerative diseases to see how these
authors had approached the vexing prob-
lem of classification of the spino-cerebellar
degenerations. The stance that they have
taken is unusual, for they have used in-
heritance of the primary method of
classification. Recessively inherited ataxias
are then divided according to whether the
tendon reflexes are reduced or exagger-
ated, and each sub-group is further sub-
divided according to the age of onset. The
autosomal dominantly inherited group
includes most of the types of olivo-ponto-
cerebellar degeneration, as well as familial
spastic ataxia, Holmes' olivo-cerebellar
degeneration and a number of other en-
tities. Finally, a third group of miscel-
laneous ataxias of metabolic, or unknown
origin also is included. The difficulty with
this approach is that many cases of spino-
cerebellar degeneration are sporadic, so
cannot be attributed with confidence to
any of these categories. It is appreciated,
however, that there can be no universally
acceptable method of approaching this
group of diseases until their metabolic
background is more extensively under-
stood.
The final chapter is a valuable and in-

structive review of the place of cerebellar
stimulation in the management of epi-
lepsy, cerebral palsy and movement dis-
orders. Coming as it does from a group
actively engaged in assessment of this
novel therapeutic procedure, it is a relief
to find a cautious and sensible assessment.
There can be no doubt, as is pointed out
by the authors, that a large number of
patients have been subjected to cerebellar
stimulation without adequate assessment
of the real value of the method. The few
double-blind studies comparing perform-
ance with and without stumulation have
not shown evidence of therapeutic benefit.
However, improvement appears to occur
gradually during weeks or even months of
long term stimulation, so that short
double-blind trials may not have detected
real changes. The parameters of stimu-
lation may be crucial, for experimental
studies in animals have shown that surface
stimulation of the cerebellum may in-
crease, decrease, or cause a complex
sequence of changes in the excitability of
Purkinje cells depending upon the fre-
quency and intensity of stimulation.
Clearly more work needs to be done be-
fore the optimum use and value of this
technique can be assessed.

In conclusion, this book on the cerebel-
lum is a worthy successor to Dow and
Moruzzi's earlier monograph. Essentially
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Dfl 75-00.) The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff.
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This book is the proceedings of a sym-
posium held in Holland in October 1979
and is edited by a neurologist, a neuro-
surgeon and a radiotherapist. One of the
main contributors is JB Posner, who sets
out the case for a subspeciality of "Neuro-
Oncology", concerned with the diagnosis
and treatment of primary and secondary
brain and spinal cord tumours, with the
non-metastatic disorders and with the
relief of pain. There follow papers on
diagnosis emphasising CT-scanning, on
the different methods of treatment, on
complications such as meningeal meta-
stasis, on the side-effects of chemotherapy
and on paraneoplastic disorders. DA
Bosch, the neurosurgical editor, advocates
stereotactic biopsy of brain tumours or
resection of the more accessible ones.
This is at a time when many British
neurologists still debate the correctness of
such intervention. D Ash believes that
there is benefit from irradiation of
cerebral metastases; these may be the
only ones in lung cancer. For gliomas
Posner reports that if chemotheraphy is
given as well as local radiotherapy, worth-
while survival is prolonged. Certainly, in
Britain we are not enthusiastic about the
results of surgery and radiotherapy
alone. Radiotherapy for spinal cord
compression by metastases is felt by
several authors to be as effective as
surgery. Immediate steroid therapy should
be followed by early high-dosage radio-
therapy then a consolidation course. The
significance of the blood-brain barrier is
discussed by Posner. It may remain intact
when metastases are small, protecting
them against systemic chemotherapy. He
refers to methods of temporarily dis-
rupting the barrier and the risks of doing
this. The prophylactic value of intrathecal
methotrexate in leukaemia is affirmed. Its
intermittent use reduces the risk of pro-
ducing leukoencephalopathy. Paraneo-
plastic disorders include a peripheral
neuropathy similar to allergic poly-
neuritis. B Juel-Jensen reviews herpes
virus infections in malignancy, his
appraisal of antiviral agents being already
outdated.

This book therefore contains much of
interest and value to those in the neuro-
logical sciences and to oncologists. Its
main drawbacks are the usual ones of
proceedings. It is uneven and repetitive.
Papers are not grouped as well as they
might be. The scope of contributions
ranges from single case reports to broad
reviews and their importance varies
accordingly. In avoiding delay and dis-
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courtesy the editors were no doubt
obliged to publish the papers unaltered.
Nevertheless, some tampering with the
material could have meant a more
stream-lined, organised work, of wider
value and durability. The stage is set for
someone, perhaps Posner, to put together
a "Textbook of Neuro-oncology".

SIMON CURRIE

Handbook of Clinical Neuropsychology.
Edited by Susan B Filskov and Thomas J
Boll. (Pp 806; £19-95.) Chichester: John
Wiley & Sons. 1981.

This book is one of a number from the
"Wiley Series on Personality Processes".
While they are aimed mainly at be-
havioural scientists, and cover a wide
variety of topics from "Infant Develop-
ment" to "The Structure and Functions
of Fantasy", this handbook on neuro-
psychology is a valuable contribution to
the neurosciences literature. It is divided
into five sections and covers a number of
areas not often found in neuropsychology
texts. The first is devoted to basic con-
cepts, especially regarding brain behaviour
relationships and lateralisation of function
although it also includes a chapter on the
psychology of ageing. Part Two is
mainly concerned with clinical issues with
interesting reviews of such issues as
neurolinguistics and aphasia, memory,
alcohol and drug abuse, and epilepsy.
The third part is on childhood neuro-
psychology; and in the fourth, clinical
testing is discussed in detail with
descriptions of some neuropsychological
test batteries such as those developed by
Luria and Halstead.
The last part, least interesting and

useful for the clinician, discusses such
issues as training in neuropsychology, and
rehabilitation and treatment issues. It is in
this section in particular that the overall
American bias will lose the interest of
some European readers. While it is
possible to struggle with jargon in some
earlier sections such as "the cortical
contribution to emotion relates the
affective-effective dimension to the pro-
tocritic-epicritic in such a way that a new
dimension, labelled ethical-aesthetic,
emerges" (p 118), the value of knowing
the administrative arrangements and
clinical practices in four different neuro-
psychological laboratories in America is
limiting.
The book is nicely produced, and the

price is very good value even for the
642 pages of the first four parts.

MICHEAL TRIMBLE

Clinical Handbook of Antipsychotic Drug
Therapy. By Aaron S Mason and Robert P
Granacher. (Pp 350; $34.00.) New York:
Raven Press. 1980.

The antipsychotic drugs have been avail-
able for almost 30 years and in that time
have profoundly affected our treatment of
the acutely psychotic patient, the relapsing
and the chronic schizophrenic. However,
usage of these drugs remains unstandard-
ised, with controversy concerning the
choice of drug, whether to use normal or
high dosage, how to deal with side-
effects, and so on. This book aims to
"cover basic principles" as well as
specific guidelines for the effective and
economical application of antipsychotic
drug therapy. In this the authors,
psychiatrists in Lexington, Kentucky,
succeed admirably. Their text is clear,
authoritative and based on sound,
published evidence. They deal with all the
difficult problems in the drug manage-
ment of psychosis such as treating the
numerous side-effects. Their recom-
mendations are tempered by compassion
for the unfortunate patient. Even the
economics of drug prescribing are
outlined.
The only weakness in the book is that it

concentrates on the drug problems some-
what at the expense of their therapeutic
usage. This is particularly evident in the
chapter on lithium in which the clinical
pharmacology of lithium is detailed but
the therapeutic indications are sketchily
outlined. Nor is there any full discussion
of when to try stopping lithium. The book
is well-written, carefully organised and
compendious. It is long and detailed but
should become the standard text on the
antipsychotic drugs.

MH LADER
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