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Gillingham, J Gybels, ER Hitchcock,
GF Rossi, G Szikla (pp 444; Sl 770,
DM248, $146.40) New York: Springer
Verlag, 1980.
This publication contains over 50 con-
tributions to the Fourth Meeting of
the European Society for Stereotactic
and Functional Neurosurgery. They re-
view recent progress and trends, mainly
in the field of epilepsy and intractable
pain. In the former, Rasmussen, Ban-
caud, and Talairach each writes of his
experience and emphasises the value of
stereotactically implanted chronic depth
electrodes to locate epileptogenic foci,
or pathways for the spread of epileptic
discharges. Gillingham advocates such
studies in cases of intractable grand
mal, and reports improvement after
placing lesions in the globus pallidus
and internal capsule. With recent pro-
gress in pharmacological control, it is
to be hoped that such procedures will
soon no longer be required in the man-
agement of "idiopathic" epilepsy; how-
ever, every attempt must be made to
learn as much as possible concerning
the underlying mechanisms during
chronic depth electrode electro-
encephalographic recordings whilst
these are still necessary; for the future,
some cases of temporal lobe epilepsy
and certain localised cortical lesions
elsewhere in the hemispheres may be
the only indication for surgical treat-
ment.

Reynolds' report 12 years ago of
the analgesic effects of periaqueductal
grey matter stimulation in the rat, and
the discovery of endorphine, has en-
couraged the search for outside sites for
chronic electrical stimulation in the
central nervous system for pain. Papers
by Hosobuchi and Mundinger are clear
and encouraging, and deserve particular
mention.

Experiences in chronic cerebellar
stimulation are conflicting, and what at
first promised to be a useful therapeutic
tool, does not seem to have lived up to
its early promise.

JOHN ANDREW

Psychopharmacology of Aging Edited- _ __,-*tvAG CHAPMAN by Carl Eisdorfer and William E Fann
(pp 256; £20.50) Lancaster: MTP Press
Ltd, 1980.
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