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30-Advances in Stereotacti
MD O'BRIEN tional Neurosurgery 4 Ed

Gillingham, J Gybels, ER Hitchcock,
GF Rossi, G Szikla (pp 444; Sl 770,
DM248, $146.40) New York: Springer
Verlag, 1980.
This publication contains over 50 con-
tributions to the Fourth Meeting of
the European Society for Stereotactic
and Functional Neurosurgery. They re-
view recent progress and trends, mainly
in the field of epilepsy and intractable
pain. In the former, Rasmussen, Ban-
caud, and Talairach each writes of his
experience and emphasises the value of
stereotactically implanted chronic depth
electrodes to locate epileptogenic foci,
or pathways for the spread of epileptic
discharges. Gillingham advocates such
studies in cases of intractable grand
mal, and reports improvement after
placing lesions in the globus pallidus
and internal capsule. With recent pro-
gress in pharmacological control, it is
to be hoped that such procedures will
soon no longer be required in the man-
agement of "idiopathic" epilepsy; how-
ever, every attempt must be made to
learn as much as possible concerning
the underlying mechanisms during
chronic depth electrode electro-
encephalographic recordings whilst
these are still necessary; for the future,
some cases of temporal lobe epilepsy
and certain localised cortical lesions
elsewhere in the hemispheres may be
the only indication for surgical treat-
ment.

Reynolds' report 12 years ago of
the analgesic effects of periaqueductal
grey matter stimulation in the rat, and
the discovery of endorphine, has en-
couraged the search for outside sites for
chronic electrical stimulation in the
central nervous system for pain. Papers
by Hosobuchi and Mundinger are clear
and encouraging, and deserve particular
mention.

Experiences in chronic cerebellar
stimulation are conflicting, and what at
first promised to be a useful therapeutic
tool, does not seem to have lived up to
its early promise.

JOHN ANDREW

Psychopharmacology of Aging Edited- _ __,-*tvAG CHAPMAN by Carl Eisdorfer and William E Fann
(pp 256; £20.50) Lancaster: MTP Press
Ltd, 1980.
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ic and Func- has become of increasing importance
lited by FJ to the drug industry and is beginning to
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original will find this book an excellent summaryyfficts of of the most exciting recent work on the
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Current Status of Modern Therapy Vol
6. The Therapy of Pain Edited by
Mark Swerdlow (pp 250; £16.95)
Lancaster: MTP Press, 1981.
Edited by a renowned practitioner in
the field of pain relief, this book com-
prises nine chapters, each chapter cover-
ing various aspects of the subject in
different ways and to differing stan-
dards. For this reviewer, three contri-
butions stand out as being particularly
valuable. That on nerve blocks (AS
Brown) is excellent, and a model of
detailed and critical assessment, in
particular when dealing with the results
and especially the hazards of many
neurolytic procedures. All concerned
should be familiar with these hazards,
which have resulted in a search
for alternative and safer procedures.
The displacement of chemical neurolysis
by thermocoagulation procedures in
many centres is well illustrated in the
following chapter devoted to the role
of neurosurgery for pain relief (E
Hitchcock). The profusion of tech-
niques discussed in this interesting and
useful contribution indicates the
dilemma of exactly what is the best
procedure to advise for the patient.
The account of management of pain
in cancer patients (RD Hunter) has six
of its pages devoted to a helpful dis-
cussion on diagnostic techniques, which
adds to a most worthwhile and realistic
consideration of what the radiotherapist
and oncologist have to offer. These
three chapters are very informative and
outweigh the more conventional treat-
ment given, admittedly by distinguished
authorities in their fields, to pharmaco-
logical management (NE Williams),
psychiatric management (I Pilowsky),
non-invasive methods (M Mehta) and
terminal care (C Saunders). Whether yet
another chapter on management of a

pain relief centre (S Lipton) is justified
must remain a matter of opinion. The
least satisfactory chapter is that on

the neurological aspects of pain therapy
(BD Wyke). Particularly disappointing
are that its thirty pages are entirely
devoid of detailed references in the text,
that in this volume on the therapy of
pain there is no reference to the fact
that much of the material is based on
animal work, and that the endogenous
opiate-like substances are barely
considered.

BS MELDRUM In essence, this is a book of patchy
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