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sideration of the heterogeneity of pain
mechanisms, details of pain treatments and
the problems arising directly as a result of
analgesia. This is an excellent chapter, full of
useful practical advice. The enigma of reflex
sympathetic dystrophy is discussed by Rizzi
and co-authors. The usual difficulties of
definition and terminology quickly emerge,
and this probably has some bearing on the
surprisingly good short and long term
results of treatment in their patients. In a
stimulating chapter, Benedetti and Bonica
draw attention to the magnitude of the can-
cer pain problem. Pagni reviews the numer-
ous neurosurgical procedures for cancer
pain, discussing older as well as newer oper-
ations. Only ablative procedures are consid-
ered, thalamotomy receiving a relatively
brief review. It is a pity that deep brain stim-
ulation is not considered, either here or in
any other chapter; most neurosurgeons con-
cerned with pain relief are coming to the
view that in general, stimulation has more to
offer than ablation, with a lower morbidity.
However, results of ablation or stimulation
remain unpredictable and analgesia is often
disappointingly short lived. Another cause
for concern is the vastly different success
rates obtained by different surgeons for any
particular operation. Of the two chapters on
pituitary ablation, Gianasi presents the
more detailed review of Moricca's technique
for pain relief in advanced widespread can-
cer.

There is much of interest and practical
value in this book. However, it is over inclu-
sive of topics not directly relevant to pain
management which are adequately covered
both in this series of books and in other eas-
ily accessible sources.
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