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psychiatrist. Although it is not clearly stated, comprehensive range of expertise and view-
its style and content appear to be aimed point looking at the psychology and
particularly at the young neurologist or psychiatry of childhood and adolescence.
psychiatrist in training as well as the medical The danger with such an endeavour is that
student. the cost becomes prohibitive, cohesion is
The introduction emphasises the influence reduced, and there is lack of uniformity of

of environment on brain function. The main style. I was pleasantly surprised to find that,
content is broken up into six chapters. The probably through consummate editorial
first deals with seizure disorders with special skill, such pitfalls have been avoided. Chap-
emphasis on complex partial seizures and the ter by chapter it is scholarly, well referenced
cognitive and Ltehavioural disturbances with and readable, and deals with the most com-
which they may be associated. The second is plex issues with lucid simplicity.
concerned with the limbic system and vio- The book provides a critical review of the
lence. The third explores schizophrenia as an current state of knowledge of every major
organic disorder of brain function. The theme in this rapidly expanding field. Its
fourth covers disorders of intellectual func- strengths reside in the fact that not only does
tioning in terms of anatomical locus and it debate the relevant theoretical issues, but
aetiological considerations. The superficial that it is also essentially pragmatic in focus
nature of some aspects of the book is illus- and tends to adhere to the principle
trated by the fifth, which attempts to cover of humanising technical detail wherever pos-
movement disorder, depression, psychoses sible.
and sleep all in one chapter with particular Readers will be suitably informed about
reference to biochemical, mainly mono- influences of development and develop-
amine, hypotheses. Finally, there is a brief mental theories; clinical assessment and clin-
chapter "Distinguishing neurologic from ical syndromes; approaches to treatment,
neurotic disorders" with reference to hyper- and always about theoretical and research
ventilation syndrome, hysteria and head- issues. In all of these the viewpoint is free
ache. The longer chapters contain between from prejudice. There is no doubt that it is a
100 and 200 references mainly drawn from carefully balanced text book.
the American literature. The litmus test of such a volume is
The emphasis throughout is on the neuro whether it becomes merely an advanced

end of the neuropsychiatric spectrum in library reference book or a modern compre-
keeping with the title of the book. The reader hensive textbook widely valued by post-
will find little here about the psychosocial graduates in this field. I applied the litmus
roots of violence or the role of family or test and discovered that a high proportion of
society in schizophrenia or the psycho- post-graduates with whom I am in touch
pathology of epilepsy. already own their own copy. One must con-
The success of the book is illustrated by clude that despite its almost encyclopaedic

the fact that this is the third edition since proportions, its other qualities make it an
1974: The authors are to be congratulated invaluable textbook for practitioners and
not only for the valuable integration of their trainees belonging to the many disciplines
respective interests but also for their rela- working in the child field irrespective
tively early recognition for the need of a of their theoretical or psychotherapeutic
modern book on this increasingly topical standpoints.
subject. It is predictable that like the first, this

EH REYNOLDS second edition will become the standard
textbook in the subject for the next decade.

ISRAEL KOLVIN

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Modern
Approaches. 2nd ed. Edited by Michael Rut-
ter and Lionel Hersov. (Pp 960; £55 00.)
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications,
1985.

The first edition of this book was well
received. The second has doubled in size.
What has been gained or lost? It is a com-

pilation by 47 contributors who provide a

Ultrastructure of Brian Tumors & Biopsies:-
A Diagnostic Atlas. (Methods in Laboratory
Medicine Vol 5.) By CL Dolman. (Pp 266;
£40 00.) Eastbourne: Praeger Scientific.
Distrib: Holt Saunders, 1984.

This book comprises essentially a compen-

dium of nearly 300 electron photomicro-

Book reviews
graphs approximately two-thirds of which
are devoted to neoplasia and related condi-
tions and is arranged in sections covering the
principal intrinsic tumours of the central
nervous system, pineal germinoma, malig-
nant epithelial and mesenchymal tumours,
chordoma, lymphomas and allied condi-
tions, nerve sheath tumours, fibromatoses,
meningioma, vascular tumours, pituitary
adenoma and craniopharyngioma. The
remainder of the atlas is devoted to inborn
errors of metabolism, Alzheimer's disease,
Pick's disease, progressive supranuclear
palsy, Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, assorted
viral and other infections, and tissue reac-
tion to injury. For each condition a brief
introductory note on the histopathology,
ultrastructure and distinguishing features
precedes the illustrative photomicrographs,
and each photomicrograph is accompanied
by an explanatory note. The book opens
with a brief preface outlining the use of
electron microscopy in diagnostic cerebral
histopathology and a short bibliography
accompanies the introductory notes in most
chapters.

Despite the large number of illustrations,
this atlas is not particularly informative. The
quality of a substantial proportion of the
photomicrographs is indifferent; the major-
ity possessing a prominent grey background
tone and in many cases, the contrast is inad-
equate to reveal fine detail satisfactorily.
Moreover, in many instances, the preser-
vation of the tissue was too poor for the
satisfactory demonstration of much ultra-
structural detail. In only nine illustrations
are arrows or other symbols used to bring
features to the reader's attention, and there
is a similar paucity of insets to illustrate
small but important details at high
magnification.
The text is likewise not entirely satis-

factory. In a number of places, the descrip-
tions are somewhat confused and occa-
sionally misleading, and the style is generally
rather tedious. In some respects, it would
appear the reader is expected to possess a
considerable body of specialist knowledge,
while in certain passages, the author has
used expressions suitable for a reader com-
pletely unfamiliar with electron microscopy.
The overall impression of this book is that

not much critic'al thought has gone into its
preparation, and, despite its size, it does not
compare very favourably with other atlases
of ultrastructural pathology nor does it
usefully add to what can be gleaned in the
standard neuropathology textbooks. A
curious feature is the absence of the author's
professional position and address.

PE ROSE
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