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surgical removal; despite leaving the space-
occupying lesion in situ, management of the
peripheral musculoskeletal problems has
resulted in restoration of function even at
long-term follow-up of up to seven years,
and good relief of pain.

This book undoubtedly records the state
of the art in 1984, and fully justifies its title.
Contributors, editors and publisher are to
be congratulated.

GD SCHOTT

McAlpine's Multiple Sclerosis. Edited by
WB Matthews, ED Acheson, JR Batchelor,
RO Weller. (Pp 358; £32-00.) Edinburgh:
Churchill Livingstone, 1985.

Although there is very little of McAlpine
remaining in this, the fourth edition of Mul-
tiple Sclerosis, the editors do explain that
they continue to use his name in the title in
order to honour his enthusiasm for the
creation of the original Multiple Sclerosis
published in 1959 together with Compston
and Lumsden.

This book has become the definitive work
on multiple sclerosis. The editors have
arranged the script into three sections. The
first, by Donald Aitchison is concerned with
the epidemiology of the disease. Brian Mat-
thews discusses the clinical aspects of multi-
ple sclerosis and finally the immunological
and pathological aspects are shared by
Bachelor and Roy Weller.
The epidemiology of multiple sclerosis

has fascinated neurologists for many years
and Aitchison takes us through the develop-
ment of our understanding of its epidemi-,
ology and also outlines the known epidemi-
ological facts which point so clearly to
pathogenesis.

Brian Matthews' writings on the clinical
aspects of the disease are masterly and here
any student of the disorder will find answers
to many of the questions he may have posed
in his clinical practice. The common and
unusual presentations of the disorder are
clearly described and although Matthews
modestly states that "the differential diagno-
sis of multiple sclerosis obviously covers a
large field in clinical neurology and cannot
be covered completely in a brief chapter",
he has almost achieved just that.
A chapter follows on the laboratory diag-

nosis of the disease with a clearly written
review of the value of evoked potential stud-
ies and a critical but very fair discussion of
the recent controversy over the possibility of
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