
Book reviews
SPECT brain images using IMP and other
compounds relate to cerebral blood flow
and that thus the most promising applica-
tions of this technique concerns cere-
brovascular diseases. However, two papers
deal with brain tumours, one with epilepsy,
and three present only a few case reports of
patients with vascular problems. The last
paper only (using HIPDM) mentions a
larger number of cerebrovascular patients
but is rather superficial. In general the clin-
ical significance of the scan results is not
clear: abnormal patterns of radionuclide
distribution may be proportionate within
(unknown) limits to tissue perfusion dis-
turbances, but only speculations are given
how that information can be used in a clin-
ical setting. A big handicap is that no abso-
lute quantitation can be achieved with
SPECT. It has to be admitted, however, that
the data presented in the book are pre-
liminary. On the other hand Schober and
colleagues present a nice study comparing
'23IMP SPECT, conventional 99mTc-DTPA
scans and I C-methionine PET scans in a
group of brain tumour patients.

It is a pity that this book appeared so late:
the SPECT field has shown many devel-
opments since the symposium was held.
IMP is hardly used anymore and is replaced
by technetium labelled PAO derivatives
which are easier and cheaper to produce and,,_v,_'E-have several other advantave.,q Sgtill thfe hn^lk
is a good introduction for thost
obtain an overview of the cl
"functional imaging".

Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy.
Emery. (Pp 313; £35-00.) Oxi
University Press, 1987.
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York: Raven Press, 1986.
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There has been no attempt to overstate the
usefulness of MRI, a balanced view having
been maintained throughout. It is a book for
the specialist in the field of MRI to whom it
is recommended.

P MACPHERSON

A Colour Atlas of Stroke: Cerebrovascular
Disease and its Management. By Asif
Kamal. (Pp 224; £32-00.) London: Wolfe
Medical Publications Ltd, 1987

This book, the most recent in the series of
tfromrbeading Wolfe Medical atlases, is produced by Dr
tosbuy i. The Asif Kamal, a consultant geriatrician in Lin-
mubscular dys- coln. It is not clear for whom the book is
yers tomoprowe intended although in the preface the author
;hould be con- expresses the hope that it will be of value to
enjoyable and all those who are concerned with treatment

and rehabilitation of stroke patients.
PETM HARPER In creating an atlas, one of the greatest

difficulties is to ensure that the text is suc-
cinct, relevant and to the point enhancing
and explaining the photographs which are
included. Unfortunately the present book
fails in each of these criteria. There is repeti-

987. Edited by tion on many of the pages of text, irrele-
$79 50.) New vancies of both text and photographs and

inaccuracies in the description of the inci-
dence of the prevalence of stroke disease, it's

series and has investigation and management.
y experienced An atlas will succeed or fail on the stan-
tities, concepts dard of photographs and diagrams which
ening chapters are used but in this volume some of the dia-
IS topics: sella grams are inaccurate, many are rather child-
ischaemia and like and some photographs appear on more
haemorrhage. than one occasion with different titles. The
the book con- juxtaposition ofcertain photographs such as
vell presented. one of the eyes showing a left dilated pupil
ase is divided described as due to intra-cranial hae-
and other sys- morrhage next to one showing eyes with a
f imaging chil- right dilated pupil being due to sub-dural
)re illustrating haematoma will serve only to infuriate those
iseful chapters with medical knowledge and confuse those
and one on its without it. The precise reasons for showing a
ary malignant radial, an ulnar and a medial nerve palsy

without explanation but as indicative of the
n MR angio- flaccid weakness of stroke seem difficult to
re described in understand and the fact that in the section
ical approach on radiology of vascular disease there are
ise of contrast three skull radiographs, the first of which
of imaging at shows an enlarged pituitary fossa and the
1. These three other two a sphenoidal wing meningioma
reas provide a seems inappropriate. In short one is left with
ound basis of the impression that the volume has provided
in, or contem- the author with an opportunity to reproduce

his collection of slides without too much
led a very high thought as to the content.
of good qual- The sections on physiotherapy, speech
tion excellent. therapy and rehabilitation at the end of the
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