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The editor is to be congratulated on resisting
the trend for successive editions of classic
works to be longer than their predecessors;
the fifth edition is slightly shorter than the
fourth, which is a full 300 pages shorter than
the third. The type and page format are also
clearer in the current edition.
The book in some ways remains an ideal

reference work on the subject of headache in
that, as its full title implies, it covers the
whole range of causes of head pains, in con-
trast to certain other headache text books
which concentrate disproportionately on
migraine. The basic content of this edition
has changed little with the exception of
chronic paroxysmal hemicrania which has
gained promotion from one paragraph to a
short chapter.

It is now over 50 years since Wolff carried
out many of his famous clinical studies
attempting to establish the underlying basis
of different types of headache. This book
understandably still includes many of these
studies with familiar diagrams such as those
showing the sites of referred pain when vari-
ous intra and extracranial structures are
stimulated. It is however disappointing that
a new approach to the presentation of this
material has not been attempted. Surely his
memory would be well served by an opening
series of chapters reviewing the history of
headache research this century rather than
making so many chapters top heavy with
long historical preambles.
There are some excellent individual chap-

ters in this edition; Lance writing on the
pathogenesis of migraine elegantly sum-
marises the changes in blood flow, platelets
and vasoactive agents which occur during
migraine attacks. Kudrow offers clear guide-
lines on the management of cluster head-
aches. The chapter on toxic vascular
headaches brings together a wide range of
different types of headache including hun-
ger, exertional, orgasmic, altitude, decom-
pression and ice cream headaches with
useful resumes of each. As in previous edi-
tions there are useful sections on ocular,
dental and nasal causes of facial pain.

Like all multiauthor works this book has
its fair share of duplicated material. Cervi-
cogenic headaches, depression in tension
headache patients and giant cell arteritis
appear in two different chapters, whilst the
comments on mountain sickness are
repeated on adjacent pages. The term "post-
herpetic trigeminal neuralgia" should never
have appeared in print; it is bound to cause
confusion. I remain to be convinced that the
chapter on the radiological investigation of
headaches (an addition only found in the
latest two editions) is of much value in its
present form. Apart from showing some pic-
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