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about the activation and importance of
descending control mechanisms in chronic
pain in man.

Fordyce considers learning processes in
pain, and Merskey lucidly reviews the com-
plex relationships of pain complaints to
psychiatric disease. There are chapters on
the behavioural measurement of pain, out-
lining the many difficulties and pitfalls of the
psychophysical methods involved (Wolf),
and psychodynamic aspects of pain includ-
ing conversion reaction, hypochondriacal
reaction and psychotic depression (Pilow-
sky). Hilgard reviews the role of hypnosis in
pain treatment, tackling some of the major
criticisms of the methods and results of this
form of treatment. Finally, Sternbach con-
siders some wider aspects, including ethnic
differences in expression of pain, psycho-
genic pain, the economic consequences of
chronic pain, and the relevance of litigation.
The major forms of psychological treatment
currently in use for chronic pain are
described, including relaxation therapy, bio-
feedback, cognitive and behavioural meth-
ods. Sternbach ends with the observation
that there have been very few studies of the
efficacy of any psychological methods of
treatment.

All too often, chronic pain is mech-
anistically interpreted in terms of nerve
impulses and cnemical chang
provides a wider framework a
clinical perspective. It is recom
ing for all those dealing with
chronic intractable pain and i
excellent general introduction
of chronic pain.

Ultrasonic Diagnosis of Cc
Disease. Edited by M P Sper
£57.50.) Dordrecht: Kluwe
1987.

There was initially some con

introduction of intravenous
traction angiography would
sonic examination of the ext
cerebral vessels obsolete. How
not turned out to be the case

wishing to investigate vascu

should have access to ar
department.

This excellent book gives a s
presentation of Doppler ev

ultrasound imaging of the
vertebral arteries and in ad,
transcranial Doppler techniq

the chapters are rather historical and the
techniques described rarely or no longer
used in departments where more modern
techniques are available, for example
Duplex scanning. However, even these
chapters will provide useful background for
someone wishing to become acquainted with
non-invasive assessment of the cerebral
vessels.
Many multi-author books suffer from a

lack of uniformity and purpose but the sub-
jects covered by the various chapters are
well chosen and there is a pleasing uni-
formity on which the editor should be con-

gratulated. The book is clearly written and
well illustrated and should be available in
any hospital with an ultrasound department
and will prove an ideal introduction and ref-
erence book to anyone interested in non-
invasive assessment of cerebral vessels.

DJ THOMAS

Celular and Molecular Basis of Cholinergic
Function. (Ellis Horwood Series in Bio-
medicine.) Edited by M J Dowdall and J N
Hawthorne. (Pp 941; DM 340.) Weinheim:
VCH Verlagagesellschaft mbH, 1987.

,es. hls book Every 3 years sees a world-wide gathering of
and a realistic those interested in the cholinergic systems.

mended read- This volume records the proceedings of

patients with the sixth such meeting held in Buxton,

it serves as an Derbyshire in May 1986. It consists of

of the subject approximately 1000 pages divided into over

100 chapters which cover every aspect of
JW SCADDING cholinergic function. This particular volume

is dedicated to the memory of Dr Brian
Ansell who contributed much to this area

but who sadly died after the Buxton meet-
ing.

erebrovascular In the initial chapter Professor Wilhelm
icer. (Pp 306; Feldberg reflects on the discoveries of major
r Academic, importance made by himself and others in

the 1930's and which were largely
responsible for the current interest that

cern that the exists in cholinergic systems. There follows a

digital sub- series of 23 chapters devoted to the charac-
make ultra- terisation of cholinergic receptors and their

:racranial and second messenger systems. The important
vever, this has issues of receptor classification and
and hospitals purification are particularly emphasised. In
ilar problems a subsequent section detailed consideration
n ultrasound is given to acetylcholine release, the func-

tional properties of synaptic vesicles, the
;tate of the art synthesis of acetylcholine and the regulation
,aluation and of cholinergic neurons by trophic factors
carotid and and other regulatory molecules. The final

dition of the series of chapters cover functional changes
ue. A few of in cholinergic transmission in patho-
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physiological conditions. Initially, the
actions of a variety of neurotoxins are
described since they have contributed enor-
mously to the study of cholinergic systems.
The focus of the book then turns to the
effect of aging and diet on cholinergic func-
tion, disorders of neuromuscular trans-
mission and Alzheimer's disease. There is
also a very mixed section on the action of
lithium and other psychotropic drugs which
seems out of place.

Clearly, there is an enormous amount of
data contained within this volume. The edi-
tors and publishers are to be congratulated
in publishing this volume so soon after the
meeting. As such, it provides an up-to-date
account of cholinergic research. The chap-
ters do, however, vary enormously in quality
and depth of coverage. Some are highly
detailed providing a state of the art
appraisal of important areas. Others are so
short and superficial as to be of no use to the
reader. Whether this reflects the space allo-
cated to different topics or the differing
views of authors towards the conference
proceedings is not clear. It is pleasing that
this is a typeset volume and at least looks
homogenous as opposed to the camera-
ready volumes which so often follow meet-
ings and which allow editors virtually no
editorial intervention.

Certainly this will be a highly quoted ref-
erence volume until the next triennial meet-
ing of the group. The presentation of the
book overall is good. I noted some mistakes
in indexing and the placement of running
titles. The print quality varied in the copy
sent for review. It is a volume many will find
useful but unfortunately not one many indi-
viduals will be able to afford. At £110 it will
stretch the budgets of many librarians.

P JENNER

Multiple Sclerosis, Immunological, Diagnos-
tic and therapeutic aspects. Current Problems
in Neurology 3. Edited by F Clifford Rose
and Rosemary Jones. (Pp 260; £26.00) Lon-
don: John Libbey & Co Ltd, 1987.

This volume is based on a symposium sup-
ported in the autumn of 1986 by the Associ-
ation for Research into Multiple Sclerosis. It
contains 33 contributions covering selected
aspects on the immunologic diagnostic and
therapeutic features of the disease. These
naturally reflect and express the interests
and enthusiasms of the many individuals
and teams involved and not all of the ideas
expressed would likely have been found
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acceptable, and doubtless were argued
energetically at the symposium. Some
restate propositions which have failed in the
past to ac!ieve general acceptance and the
contributions from Swank and Jeames, the
latter on hyperbaric oxygen are in this
category.
Up to date aspects of supplementary

diagnostic tests, including those which
measure central conduction using magnetic
stimulation and thaplace of MRI imaging
are well reviewed.
As someone whose interests are more

clinically orientated in relation to this
disease, I find critical evaluation of the sec-
tion on immunologic and infective aspects is
more difficult. For many like me an edited
symposium would have given greater value
to this volume.

It would be nice to think that after a long
interest in this disease that I could see a faint
if distant light at the end of the aetiologic
tunnel. Despite our increasing soph-
istication in finding anomalies in varius lab-
oratory features, the primary defect still
seems to elude us. It is good to see that so
many people are stimulated to keep trying to
solve this enigma.

While a purely clinical approach is
unlikely to solve this problem, the basic sci-
entist clearly still has to be reminded that
this disease has a disconcerting tendency to
stabilise or remit for reasons independent of
the treatment offered.

This symposium includes representatives
from a wide range of disciplines and this vol-
ume is a welcome and lively addition to the
current high output on multiple sclerosis.

AW DOWNIE

Computer Tomographic Imaging and
Anatomic Correlation of the Human Brain.
By C Plets, A L Baert, G L Nijs, G Wilms.
(Pp 1 11; $71.50, £51.25.) Dordrecht: Kluwer
Academic Publishers, 1987.

This atlas, the latest of a series of radio-
logical monographs from this publishing
house, is the fruit of co-operation between
four Belgian doctors who set out to illustrate
the anatomy of the brain. The method they
chose was to image the brains of two
cadavers in axial and coronal planes, then to
make postmortem slices of the brains
approximating in thickness and direction to
the CT technique and to photograph the
coronal slices. Details are provided of the
actual technique of postmortem fixing and
slicing. However, the true value of the atlas
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lies in 17 coronal slices of the cadaver brains Given the limited length of the book there
which are portrayed by annotated post- is a reasonable amount of discussion on
mortem photographs placed side-by-side each topic. Where appropriate different
with the appropriate CT cuts; and the 15 studies are compared. For example, the
annotated axial cuts, each of which is problems of interpreting different epi-
flanked by a line drawing to indicate the slice demiological studies are well covered, and
level. These plates occupy 82 pages of the would prepare the reader to assess the value
111 of the book. Considerable didactic of future surveys.
benefit accrues to the reader who studies Direct practical advice is available on
their captions. Brevity is such a blessing in most clinical problems. For example, a step-
this field; any book lighter than a brick is by-step regime is given for the treatment of
immediately attractive. status epilepticus, although this clearly has a

Unfortunately the atlas has defects. North American bias. The description of
Judged by the appearances of other how to use heminevrin is unhelpful.
comparable books recently published, the Overall, the illustrations are of good qual-
quality of the CT scans is sub-standard: 10 ity and readily understood. Unfortunately
years ago, perhaps they would have found the reproduction of some EEGs is less than
acceptance, but now no longer. Similarly, perfect and I hope that the publishers will
the photographs of the postmortem slices rectify this in future editions.
are very poor. Somewhat less fundamental Only occasionally did the disparate views
an objection but an irritation no less real, is of the different contributors surface. This
the stilted language and grammatical imper- occurred in the discussion of pseudo seizures
fection of the text, which clearly was pre- which were dealt with in several chapters. A
pared by someone not conversant with more unified approach to this difficult clin-
accepted medical English. The high British ical problem might have been of practical
retail cost of this slim volume, amounting to help to the reader.
50p a page, must surely set a new record I have no hesitation in recommending this
price for medical monographs. book to anyone who deals with patients

EH BURROWS suffering from epilepsy. It is easy to read,
while at the same time providing a coherent
guide to epilepsy.

D FISH

Epilepsy. Edited by Anthony Hopkins.
(Pp 650; $62.50.) New York: Demos
Publications, 1987.

This excellent new text book is an important
addition to the literature on epilepsy. It is
intended for "general" and resident neurol-
ogists. It fills the need for a coherent guide to
epilepsy while at the same time being easy to
read.
The book is divided into 20 chapters and

has 22 contributors. However, it is a
welcome relief from the many multi-author
books on epilepsy that have been produced
following conferences. The subject matter
has been carefully chosen by the editor in
order to provide a sequence leading from
epidemiology, through the basic mechan-
isms, to the clinical management and social
consequences of epilepsy. The difference in
styles of each contributor is evident in the
formulation of this text but overall it is well
written. Frequent sub-headings are used
which makes information readily accessible
if the book is used as a reference source. The
references are comprehensive (over 1700),
and surprisingly up to date, with important
work from 1986 and occasionally 1987
included.

Notices
International Society for Adolescent
Psychiatry. The 2nd International Congress
will be held in Geneva 10-13 July 1988.
Information may be obtained from Chris-
tiane Bowen, PO Box 50, 1211 Geneva 8,
Switzerland.

International Congress on Epidural Spinal
Cord Stimulation. The First Congress will be
held 1-3 June 1989 in Groningen, The
Netherlands. Information may be obtained
from QLT/Congrex. Keizersgracht 792,
1017 EC Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Correction
"The neurological practice of a district
general hospital". On page 1401 of J Neurol
Neurosurg Psychiatry 1987 Vol 50 a line was
omitted at the head of the page. The sentence
should have read "Should the post of
physician with an interest in neurology be
created for every district hospital?"
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