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Editorial announcement

History of the journal and change of style

In 1920-21 the first volume of our ancestor the Journal of
Neurology and Psychopathology was edited by a committee
of nine including Kinnier Wilson and Charles Symonds
and people from hospitals with resplendent names such as
the Empire Hospital for Injuries of the Nervous System,
Vincent Square, London. The publishers were John
Wright and Sons from Bristol. Such a volume was more
likely to have found a place on the coffee table than its
modern counterpart. Articles included Parkes Weber's
"Thoughts about thinking and dreaming and the Freudian
explanation of dreams", editorials, and reviews by Aldren
Turner and Charles Symonds and others.
The first volume of the new series in 1938 appeared under

the title of Journal of Neurology and Psychiatry. Edited by
E A Carmichael with five associate editors and 20 others, it
was published by BMA House for the first time. It
included Kinnier Wilson's obituary notice. That year there
were four issues and 22 articles. The contents had a more
modern ring including a review of the applications of the
electroencephalogram by Grey Walter.

In the seventh volume of the new series in 1944 our title,
affectionately abbreviated to "JNNP", was completed
by the addition of Neurosurgery. It was edited by Dr
Carmichael with six associate editors and an editorial
committee as large as two cricket teams. In 1961 volume 24
of the new series was edited by Professor Ritchie Russell
with an editorial committee of 28 neurologists, neuro-
surgeons or neuroscientists. There were only four issues
containing 58 articles in those halcyon days! The contents
were very similar to any modern volume including the
latest immunotherapy for multiple sclerosis (intrathecal
tuberculin), instructions on the most modern neuro-
physiological investigations (recording of lateral popliteal
nerve action potentials) and Isaacs' original description
of the syndrome of continuous muscle fibre activity.
The proceedings of the Society of British Neurological
Surgeons were prominently reported. By 1970 when
Professor Simpson took over the editorship there were six
issues with about 120 articles each year. These included

papers on radioisotope brain scans in stroke (Professor
Marshall), cerebral blood flow in Alzheimer's and
cerebrovascular disease (Dr O'Brien) and the physiology of
tremor (Professor Marsden) in hyper- and hypothyroid
patients.

In Professor Marsden's first volume in 1980, there were
12 issues and about 180 articles. Spinal cord stimulation
was the fashionable treatment for multiple sclerosis (Dr
Illis). Professor Jennett and Professor Teasdale published
an analysis of outcome in 1000 head injured patients. That
volume included a special issue on myasthenia gravis in
appreciation ofProfessor Simpson. The last decade saw the
journal grow in size and stature culminating in another
Festschrift this time on Parkinson's disease and movement
disorders in honour of Professor Marsden.
Each of these changes has seen slight alterations in page

size, and printing style and contents. No journal can rest on
its laurels, however distinguished. This issue introduces a
change from crown quarto format to the larger A4 size
which brings advantages to author and reader. The larger
size is becoming the international standard and the five
column grid format permits greater versatility in page
design: illustrations can span any combination of columns.
Each issue of the crown quarto size was becoming thicker
than the last so that including all twelve issues in a single
volume taxed the bookbinder's skills. With the change in
format we are reintroducing regular solicited, but peer-
reviewed, editorials similar to those in the Journal of
Neurology and Psychopathology. Minor changes in instruc-
tions to authors are detailed on the inside of the front cover.
It is our ambition that these changes and scientific content
of the journal will make every neurologist, neurosurgeon,
neuropsychologist and neuropsychiatrist want to have the
Journal ofNeurology, Neurosurgery and Psychiatry on his or
her desk and bookshelf and not just in institutional
libraries. Our lurid green cover may have been dulled
but we have an undimmed desire to publish the best papers
on clinical neurology, neurosurgery, neuropsychology,
neuropsychiatry and closely related experimental work.
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