
Transcranial magnetic stimulation can influence the selection of motor programmes

5 Day BL, Rothwell JC, Thompson PD, Dick JPR, Cowan
JMA, Berardelli A, Marsden CD. Motor cortex stimula-
tion in intact man. 2. Multiple descending volleys. Brain
1987;110:1 191-209.

6 Hess CW, Mills KR, Murray NMF. Percutaneous stimula-
tion of the human brain: a comparison of electrical and
magnetic stimuli. J Physiol 1986;378:35.

7 Day BL, Dick JPR, Marsden CD, Thompson PD. Differen-
ces between electrical and magnetic stimulation of the
human brain. J Physiol 1986;378:36.

8 Hess CW, Mills KR, Murray NMF. Responses in small
hand muscles from magnetic stimulation of the human
brain. JPhysiol 1987;388:397-419.

9 Day BL, Dressler D, Maertens de Noordhout A, et al.
Electric and magnetic stimulation of the human motor
cortex: surface EMG and single motor unit responses. J
Physiol 1989;412:449-73.

10 Amassian VE, Cracco RQ, Maccabee PM. A sense of
movement elicited in paralyzed distal arm by focal mag-
netic coil stimulation of human motor cortex. Brain Res
1989;479:355-60.

11 Day BL, Rothwell JC, Thompson PD, et al. Delay in the
execution of voluntary movement by electrical or mag-

netic brain stimulation in intact man. Evidence for the
storage of motor programs in the brain. Brain
1989;112:649-63.

12 Oldfield R. The assessment and analysis ofhandedness: The
Edinburgh Inventory. Neuropsychologia 1971;9:97-113.

13 Lutzenberger W, Elbert T. Assessment ofthe effects ofweak
electric currents on brain and behaviour. In: Schmidt A,
ed. Safety Assessment of Clinical NMR Technique.
Stuttgart: Thieme, 1987.

14 Jaeger D, Elbert T, Lutzenberger W, Birbaumer N. The
effects of externally applied transcephalic weak direct
currents on lateralisation in choice reaction tasks. J
Psychophysiol 1987;1: 127-33.

Erratum
Since this study was conducted we have determined that the
manufacturer's specification of the direction of current flow in
the Novametrix magnetic stimulator was in error. The pos-
sibility of this problem was first brought to our notice by Dr B
Day and colleagues (personal communication, June 1990), and
has been found to apply to the stimulator used in this study.
Thus throughout the text (and in the table) the word "anticlock-
wise" should be replaced by "clockwise" and vice versa.
Previous published studies using this device may also contain
this error.
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