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This addition to the Advances in
Neurology series is glossily produced as

always but will have limited appeal except to
libraries who need to complete the series.
After all, it is already three years out of date,
and everyone is planning their papers for the
Tenth International Symposi
1991.

Parkinson's Disease: Anatomy, Path-
ology and Therapy (Advances in
Neurology, Vol. 53). Edited by M B STREIFLER,
A D KORCZYN, E MELAMED AND M B H YOUDIM.

(Pp 596; Price: $150.00). New York, Raven
Press. 1990. ISBN 0 88167 634 9.

The flyleaf of this book would have us all
believe that it is a timely review of current
research in Parkinson's disease, when in fact
it is yet another book based on papers presen-
ted at a Symposium. In this case it is a highly
prestigious meeting, the Ninth International
Symposium on Parkinson's Disease, held in
Jerusalem in June 1988. These Symposia
have happened every three years since the
early days of Levodopa, and have marked the
phenomenal success that is research into
Parkinson's Disease. Each meeting has ten-
ded to have its trendy topic. The last time in
New York it was Methyl Phenyl Tetra
Hydropyridine [MPTP Parkinsonism]. This
time the air was thick with rumours about
foetal transplants for Parkinson's disease that
had recently been performed. The MPTP
story could now be assessed. The euphoria of
the New York meeting had largely subsided,
but MPTP had left its mark in two important
ways-animal models for Parkinsonism and a

putative role for endo- or exo- toxins.
Similarly the place ofneural implantation will
have to await the next meeting in three years
time. In this book there are only three papers
on adrenal implants. Stanley Burns concludes
that the "Madrazo procedure" appeared to
produce improvements in some patients with
PD. However, his opening remarks would
seem a mite premature ". . . the start of a new
era of tissue transplantation to the brain as a

general approach to the treatment of Parkin-
son's disease."

Otherwise there is a wide variety of dif-
ferent topics discussed here. Lewy Body
disease, corticobasal degeneration and new

pharmacological approaches. The 500 papers
presented here were presumably those from
workers well enough organised to produce
their manuscripts by the end of the meeting.
Thus, there is little to get the book together,
and one can only sample as takes one's
interest. One tires of hearing that James
Parkinson thought the senses uninjured and
one would hope that the reader ofsuch a tome

would be well aware of the basic signs and
symptoms of PD. Much of this repetition
could be avoided if the main platform speak-
ers, who produced review papers, led the
discussion of each section of the book with a

well directed and informed review. Sub-
sequent papers could then be spared, going
over the same ground and could concentrate
on methodology, results and conclusions to
their work. Can I suggest that format for
advances in neurology volume 75, 1991? The
early advances series used to recall the discus-
sions after the papers. Presumably there now
is too little space to do this. This often proved
to be the most interesting part of the meeting,
with novel ideas from the like of the late
Andre Barbeau whose fervent imagination
was much missed here.
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Head Injury - The Facts. A Guide for
Families and Care-givers. By D GRONWALL,
P WRIGHTSON AND P WADDELL. (Pp 147; Price
£5.95.) Oxford University Press. 1990. ISBN
0-19-261922-5 paperback

ium in Japan This book can safely be recommended to

patients or relatives. It is factual, does not

CG CLOUGH lead to any serious false hopes, and is realistic
enough to allow for (but not condone) the
present inadequate level of resources devoted
to the care of patients with head injury. It
could also be read profitably by professionals
unfamiliar with head injury when confronted

following by their first case. Indeed the text may almost

Editfd b js
be too academic for many lay readers in

by8Prce Britain.

p 338; Price. The chapters starting

with the emergency medical and surgical
treatment, and progressing on to long-term
adjustment. Some typical cases are used to

das advantlcedt illustrate points. The statements made are all
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New Ideas on the Structure of the
Nervous System in Man and Verte-
brates. By SANTIAGO RAMON Y CAJAL. (Pp
201; Price: C26.95.) London, The MIT
Press. 1990. ISBN 0-262-03166-3.

Ramon y Cajal is remembered by Neuro-
pathologists for the metallic impregnations he
introduced, especially his gold chloride
method for both types ofastrocyte, which was
simple, and always worked. But his fame in
the last two decades ofthe 19th century rested
on his remarkable achievements with metallic
stains, chiefly his own modification of the
Golgi method. With luck, this would stain a

small number only of the nerve cells present,
thus allowing them to be clearly followed over
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