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cerebello-pontine angle of the Neurosurgical
and Otolaryngological Departments of the
hospitals ofMarseilles, France. The first third
of the book is an excellent review of the
anatomy of the petrous and peripetrous
regions. The middle third contains a detailed
account of the various surgical approaches to
cerebello-pontine angle lesions used by the
Marseilles team. The final third details their
experience in the surgery of these lesions for
the period 1973 to 1986. The text is translated
from the French by Dr David Le Vais.
Although this is no doubt accurate, the

effect is at times rather turgid. The sentences
are often over-long and contain frequent
archaisms, eg "hebetude", which remind one

regularly that one is reading a work in
translation. The anatomical section is good
but would be much improved by illustrations
in colour rather than black and white. The
section on the surgical approaches is detailed,
and even a newcomer to the field of
otoneurosurgery should be able to follow the
approaches described; but here again, the
illustrations are black and white photographs
or line drawings, and would have benefited by
being in colour, especially the line drawings
which are rather disappointing.
For those surgeons working in the oto-

neurosurgical area the final section is the most
interesting. It details the substantial
experience of the authors in dealing with the
majority of the various lesions which may be
found in the cerebello-pontine angle. They
not only give their results, but describe in
some detail the problems which they have
encountered in accumulating their ex-

perience. The volume is expensive (DM 298)
and at this price is rather disappointing. The
illustrations are not of sufficient quality to
make it useful as a "textbook of surgical
technique" and since the results are those
of the authors it does not provide a com-

prehensive "overview" of this complex
and challenging field. But nevertheless it
should find a place within the Departmental
Libraries ofthose units who have developed a

particular interest in cerebello-pontine angle
lesions.

DAVID G HARDY

Acquired Neurological Speech/
Language Disorders in Childhood. Brain
Damage Behaviour and Cognition Series.
Edited by B E MURDOCH. Pp 347; Price C40.00
(Cloth), £19.00 (Paperback). London,
Taylor & Francis, 1990. ISBN 0-85066-490-
X. ISBN 0-85066-491-8 pbk.

There is a large literature on congenital and
developmental speech and language disorders
in children and voluminous data on acquired
disorders in adults. Dealing with acquired
disorders of speech and language in child-
hood, this book fills an unmet need. It seems
to be aimed at a readership which includes
Speech Therapists and Speech Pathologists
and Clinical Psychologists (particularly those
with research interest) but I think the book
will also be sufficiently valuable to Neuro-
logists Who deal with children for it to be in
the libraries of all children's hospitals and
Neurology Departments. The autars most
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literature and their own work in ten well
referenoed chapters.

Two chapters discuss acquired childhood
aphasia, first dealing with neuropathology
linguistic characteristics and prognosis, and
secondly with assessment and treatment. The
Landau-Kleffner syndrome and its sub-types
are properly discussed but some readers may
be confused by the terni "convulsive dis-
order" which is evidently used in parts of
Australia (as it is in parts ofthe United States)
for either epilepsy or for the situation in
which the EEG contains discharges or spikes.

Therapeutic or educational management of
this syndrome is well discussed, although the
occasional important beneficial effects of cor-
ticosteroids are not emphasised. Other chap-
ter titles are Speech and Language Disorders
following Childhood Closed Head Injury,
Communicative Disorders in Childhood
Infectious Diseases, Linguistic status follow-
ing Acute Cerebral Anoxia in Children, Lin-
guistic Problems Associated with Childhood
Metabolic Disorders, Communicative
Impairments in Neural Tube Disorders,
Speech and Language Disorders in Child-
hood Brain Tumours, Effect of CNS Pro-
phylaxis on Speech and Language Function
in Children, and Acquired Childhood Speech
Disorders: Dysarthria and Dyspraxia. There
is a tendency to begin the discussion of
various disorders with a somewhat basic
description which neurological readers might
want to skim, but this approach will make the
book more useful for those in earlier phases
of education. Chapters discuss both the
neuropathological substrate and the
associated speech and language disorder, but
the connection between the two, that is the
mechanism by which the lesion alters the
child's communicative abilities, is often
unclear, pointing to the needs of further
research. The index is patchy and too short.

It is perhaps excusable to deal with Reye's
syndrome in two lines with the conclusion
"the prognosis is poor", but that there is
plenty of scope for speech and language
evaluation of survivors of this and similar
metabolic encephalopathies. There are two
surprising apparent omissions. One is of
Rasmussen's chronic encephalitis (recently
linked to persistent cytomegalovirus infec-
tion) and the other is the opercular syndrome.
Although the opercular syndrome as an
acquired disorder (for example after menin-
gitis or encephalitis) is rare in childhood, it is
a situation where the speech disorder (anarth-
ria) has a sound anatomical basis. The authors
touch on developmental aspects of humour
and joke appreciation and the use of such
knowledge in evaluating children of different
ages with acquired disorders of language.
Humour development in the assessment of
acquired dysphasia is discussed both in the
body of the text and in one of the rather few
but detailed case histories, and is one of the
worthwhile topics for research stimulated by
this book. Do get it for one of your staff.

JBP STEPHENSON

Biological Treatments in Psychiatry. By
M LADER AND R HERRINGTON. (Pp 403; Price
£15.00.) Oxford, Oxford University Press.
990. ISBN 019-261939-X (pbk).

~upb.s -mdianp in clinical psychiatry.
1% lsodyrAc sydiatry held sway-in the
1 g and 50s, social psycijatry was domin-
aft in the 60s and 70s, and now in the 80s and
90s biological aspects attract most interest.

Lader and Herrington, one a psychophar-
macologist, the other a general psychiatrist,
have responded to the need for a clear, up-to-
date exposition of a bewildering array of
biological treatments in psychiatry-and
have done so admirably. I suspect their book
will rapidly become the standard text in the
field and be indispensible to the psychiatrist-
in-training.
The book is in two main sections-prin-

ciples and practice. Chapters on such subjects
as neuropharmacology, behavioural studies,
evaluation and pharmacokinetics (this chap-
ter gives an exceptionally clear account of
what is to the clinician a difficult area) are
followed by chapters devoted to different
groups of drugs (eg antidepressants and
antipsychotics) and other biological treat-
ments such as ECT and psychosurgery.
Indications, effectiveness, and side effects are
outlined with many references to back up
their statements. The authors also include
two chapters, one on the young and the other
on the elderly-I found the former short and
unhelpful.
We can expect many new drugs in psy-

chiatry this decade. Some such as fluoxetine
(an antidepressant) and remoxipride (an
antipsychotic) have already appeared and are
being more fully evaluated. If this book is
successful, and I suspect it will be, the
authors should already be working on the
second edition.

RG McCREADIE

Handbook of Peripheral Nerve Entrap-
ments. By 0 A TURNER, N TASLITZ AND S WARD.
(Pp 227; Price: £59.10) Chichester, John
Wiley & Sons Ltd, 1990. ISBN 0-896031462.

Entrapment Neuropathies, 2nd Edition.
By D M DAWSON, M HALLETT, AND L H MILLEN-
DER. (Pp 434; Price $69.50), 1990. Boston,
Little, Brown & Co. ISBN 0-316-17743-1.

From the titles one might expect these books
to overlap, and of course to some extent they
are bound to, but their presentation, and the
purpose for which they were written, are so
different, that one compliments the other.
The Handbook is just that-a book to have

to hand when faced with a possible nerve
entrapment. Large print and diagrams makes
it quick and easy to read (even perhaps while
actually examining a patient!). Each chapter
has a detailed anatomical description of a
nerve, the aetiology of its possible entrap-
ment, the resulting symptoms and signs, and
the authors' advice on treatment. Perhaps the
anatomy is too detailed, with too little illu-
stration for the average clinician to absorb,
but aetiology and clinical findings are clearly
listed, though when dealing with non-
surgical conditions producing a comparable
picture there is an irritating tendency to
mention a few, and then say "and so forth" or
"etc" in a way unhelpful to a clinician who
thinks his patient might have one of the "and
so forths." The diagrams of sensory loss are
huge and clear, but barely allow for the many
individual variations. Interesting and
unusual entrapments are described under
"min%4laneous"-e.g. occipital, abdominal,
axllary, supraclavicular nerves. The dorsal
primary ranus ofC2 is saidto be "distributed
to the scalp anteriorly to the cranial vertex." I
feel that needs re-phrasing. The book ends
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with useful summaries (though unillustrated)
of examination of individual muscles, and of
the various entrapment syndromes, and each
chapter has two or three references for
advised further reading.

"Entrapment Neuropathies" is amuch more
detailed book, extending well beyond its title,
beautifully produced and written for those
who wish to delve much deeper into the
subject. Profusely illustrated, and with good
clear diagrams of the anatomy, the very
readable text includes excellent summaries of
systemic diseases capable of mimicking
entrapments. Particularly valuable are the
pages differentiating the carpal tunnel syn-
drome from cervical spondylotic disease, and
co-existing with spondylosis-the "double
crush" syndrome which hasn't achieved too
widespread recognition in this country.
Amongst the excellent illustrations of
physical signs they emphasise many import-
ant little details, of great value at the bedside,
such as that cervical spondylosis rarely
produces sensory splitting of the 4th digit.
Photographs taken at operation are not as
clear, and one wonders if their value justifies
the space they take. The authors clearly
prefer epicondylectomy to transposition in
ulnar nerve lesions at the elbow but they,
indeed both books, lay surprisingly little
importance on pre-existing cubitus valgus in
these cases. It is surprising to read that carpal
tunnel syndrome is common in golfers, with-
out any mention of the much more common
"golfers' elbow." Some neurologists might
also be confused to find ulnar nerve compres-
sion at the wrist in occupational trauma
referred to as the Ramsay Hunt syndrome,
but on the other hand cheer-leaders' and
surfers' neuropathy, and video-game palsy,
are new syndromes to most of us. One sym-
pathises with the helplessness they feel in
trying to treat succesfully a compensatable
occupational neuropathy; and in chronic
cases, particularly in low morale occupations,
they recommend giving up and concentrating
on helping to get financial settlement. The
section dealing with dystonias, other than
writer's cramp is very interesting; these are
specific to certain occupations. As many
of these are among musicians they advise
that during examination the appropriate in-
strument be available for demonstration,
adding that it is also, usually, a delightful
"change of pace to hear music in the office."
Extensive references, and an excellent index,
complete a very fine book, which is highly
recommended.

EDWIN R BICKERSTAFF

Radiology of the Eye and Orbit. (Modern
Neuroradiology Vol 4). Edited by
T H NEWTON AND L T BILANIUK. (Pp 320; Price
$138.00.) New York, Raven Press. 1990.
ISBN 0-88167-662-4.

This latest addition to the series of "Modern
Neuroradiology' maintains the high standard
of the preceding volumes. It presents a com-
prehensive lucid text which is well referenced
and easily accessed through a good index.

The book can be divided into three main
sections. The longest of these, dealing with
magnetic resonance imaging constitutes well
over halfofthe book. About a third is devoted
to computed tomography and one sixth to
ultrasound examination. In each section tech-
nology is discussed followed by anatomy and
ocular and orbital pathology. All the sections
are beautifully illustrated with a wealth of
well chosen images of the highest quality
produced on modern equipment.
The chapters on computed tomography as

acknowledged by the editors were previously
published in Vol. 3. This is considered
appropriate in order to bring together in a
single volume all the diagnostic modalities
which should be of interest to ophthalmo-
logists, plastic surgeons and general radio-
logists as well as to neuroscientists and in
particular neuroradiologists to whom the
previous volumes were more relevant. The
republished chapters remain state of the art.
The book is strongly recommended to all

clinicians and radiologists with an interest in
orbital pathology but it will be particularly
valuable in neuroimaging departments.

B KENDALL

Spinal Tumors in Children and Adoles-
cents. International Review of Child
Neurology Series. Edited by IGNACIO
PASCUAL-CASTROVIEJO. (Pp 296; Price
$130.00.) 1990. New York, Raven Press.
ISBN 0-88167-576-8.

This book is written by a Paediatric
Neurologist under the auspices of the Inter-
national Child Neurology Association, whose
aim is to "improve the quality of care that
child Neurologists provide children and to
promote scientific exchange around the
world . . ." The book is addressed "first and
foremost to Child Neurologists and
Neurosurgeons". The book is a compendium
of the many and usually incredibly rare
pathologies that can affect the spinal cord in
childhood. Most of the chapters are written
by the author, but four chapters, on patho-
logy, neuroradiology, surgery and "non-sur-
gery" (ie radiation and chemotherapy) were
mainly by North American authors. Fred
Epstein's chapter on surgery is refreshing;
his first hand experience comes over in the
didactic manner we have come to expect from
him. Epstein would give the recurrent or
malignant astrocytomas radiotherapy, but
otherwise radiotherapy is given the thumbs
down for spinal cord gliomas. The Radio-
therapists on the other hand, advocate radio-
therapy routinely after glioma surgery and
chemotherapy for "salvage" therapy. I won-
der if they would give their own children
chemotherapy for "salvage". I wouldn't.
Apart from Epstein's chapter, this is not a

book for Neurosurgeons, who anyway will
have read about Epstein's views and tech-
niques elsewhere. What we have, is a com-
pendium of rarities, written for the most part,
it seems, without the sureness of touch of
"hands on" experience. I wonder when
paediatric Neurologists will stop equating

professional skill with an encyclopaedic
knowledge of rarities? I want a paediatric
Neurologist to be interested in, and kind to,
children, to be able to talk to parents and to
show commonsense. Yet in this book, there is
no chapter on the clinical symptoms or signs
of spinal tumours; there is nothing about
caring for children or supporting their
parents; there is nothing about pain relief, nor
rehabilitation and no balanced assessment or
guidance as to the relative advantages and
disadvantages of surgery and radiotherapy
for spinal cord gliomas. A chapter on how to
support bereaved parents would also be
helpful.
This is a book for those paediatric

Neurologists who want to impress by trotting
out 13 different types of soft tissue sarcomas.
For those who aren't impressed by this
approach, give it a miss.

CBT ADAMS

Schizophrenia Genesis, The Origins of
Madness. By I I GOTTESMAN. (Pp 297 Illus-
trated; Price: Board £17.95; Paper £10.95).
Oxford, W H Freeman & Co Ltd, 1990.
ISBN Board 0 7167 2145 7, Paper 0 7167
2147 3.

In the past, authorities working on this side of
the Atlantic have found literature coming
from the New World on Schizophrenia to be
somewhat woolly, non-scientific and diag-
nostically over-inclusive. This criticism
could not apply to Irving Gottesman's
Schizophrenia Genesis, The Origins of Mad-
ness.
The author himself comes from an unusual

background, he is described in the American
Medical Directory as a retired General Prac-
titioner. We are told in his book that he is both
a Professor of Paediatrics and also of Psy-
chology and an elected Honorary Fellow of
the Royal College of Psychiatrists. From this
wide range of experience he sets out to
separate fact from fiction. The book will
appeal to a variety of readers. The history of
the illness, its diagnosis, epidemiology,
demography, inheritance and environmental
stresses would be of general interest. The
anguished voices describing personal
accounts of the symptoms would probably
appeal more to non-professional readers, per-
haps patients and their families. It also holds
much of interest for all members of the caring
professions. To a Psychiatrist, his description
of genetic and environmental research is
comprehensive and more recent neuro-
biological investigations fascinating. His
work would be useful for reference when
attempting to counsel relatives and perhaps
couples with a relevant family history con-
templating marriage.
The book ends on a note of optimism,

whilst still admitting that formidable
problems remain. It strikes a note of
encouragement towards resolving what may
hopefully prove to be a preventable as well as
a treatable illness.

JOYCE L DUNLOP
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