
Incidence and mortality of motor neuron disease

Trace elements and free radicals in motor neurone
disease (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis). In: Rice-Evans C,
ed. Free radicals, cell damage and disease. London:
Richelieu Press, 1986:263-72.

157 Patten BM, Brown S. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis asso-
ciated with aluminium intoxication. In: Rose FC, Norris
FH, eds. Amnvotrophic lateral sclerosis. New advances in
toxicology and epidemiology. London: Smith-Gordon,
1991:205-9.

158 Hugon J, Ludolph AC, Gimenez-Roldan S, Hague A,
Spencer PS. Electrophysiological evaluation of human
lathyrism-results in Bangladesh and Spain. In: Rose FC,
Norris FH, eds. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. New advan-
ces in toxicology and epidemiology. London: Smith-Gor-
don, 1990:49-56.

159 Teitelbaum JS, Zatorre RJ, Carpenter S, et al. Neurological
sequelae of domoic acid intoxication due to the ingestion
of contaminated mussels. N Engl J Med 1990;
322:1781-7.

160 Pall HS, Williams AC, Waring R, Elias E. Motorneurone
disease as manifestation of pesticide toxicity [letter].
Lancet 1987;ii:685.

161 Leys D, Petit H. Clinical signs of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis developing after polyradiculoneuropathy asso-
ciated with amitriptyline. BMJ 1990;300:614.

162 Behan PO, Bakheit AM. Association of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis, Hoigne's syndrome and residence in Guam. Y
Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry 199 1;54:90-1.

163 Ghatak NR, Hirano A, Zimmerman HM. Rheumatoid
arthritis with arteritis and neuropathy masking amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis. Rinsho Shinkeigaku 1972;12:

401-10.
164 Mathe JF, Feve JR, Labat JJ, De-Kersaint Gilly-A, Potagas

C, Dubois C. Ischemie de la corne anterieure de la
moelle [English abst]. Rev Neurol (Paris) 1989;
145:60-4.

165 Shepherd Fleet W, Watson RT. From benign fasiculations
and cramps to motor neuron disease. Neurology 1986;
36:997-8.

166 Rafalowska J, Wasowicz B. Syringomyelia simulating
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Pol MedJ 1968;7:1214-8.

167 Korosue K, Shibasaki H, Kuroiwa Y, et al. Cyst of the
conus medullaris manifesting amyotrophic lateral sclero-
sis syndrome. Folia Psychiat Neurol Jpn 1981;
35:507-10.

168 Rosenberg RN. Amyotrophy in Multisystem Genetic
Diseases. In: Rowland LP, ed. Human motor neuron
diseases. New York: Raven Press, 1982:149-57.

169 Tyler HR. Nonfamilial amyotrophy with dementia or
multisystem degeneration and other neurological dis-
orders. Adv Neurol 1982;36: 173-80.

170 Rosenberg RN, Fowler HL. Autosomal dominant motor
system disease of the Portuguese: A review. Neurology
1981;31:1125-6.

171 Hudson AJ. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and its associa-
tion with dementia, parkinsonism and other neurological
disorders: a review. Brain 1981;104:217-47.

172 Oryema J, Ashby P, Spiegel S. Monomelic atrophy. Can J
Neurol Sci 1990;17:124-30.

173 Olney RK, Aminoff MJ, So YT. Clinical and electro-
diagnostic features of X-linked bulbospinal neurono-
pathy. Neurology 1991;41:823-8.

Neurological stamp

Edmund Halley (1656-1742)

Edmund Halley, best known for his contributions to
astronomy and particularly the calculation of the orbit of a

comet, later named after him, was one of the first medical
statisticians. In 1693, more than a century after the first
modern life insurance policy (1583) was issued in Eng-
land, he created a true actuarial table when he published
the mortality tables for the city of Breslau, "to ascertain
the prices of annuities upon lives." This was one of the first
attempts to relate mortality and age in a population and
influenced the further development of such tables in life
insurance.
He was a friend of Isaac Newton and discussed with him

the law of force under which planets move in elliptical
orbits with the sun in one focus. As a result he persuaded
Newton to prepare and publish his masterpiece Principia,
which Halley himself financed. A man of remarkable
versatility, working to the threshold of extreme old age he
also wrote poetry, propounded a theory to account for
changes in the earth's magnetism, was the first to use the
barometer to measure heights, made important contribu-
tions to gunnery and ballistics, improved the diving bell
and gave a critical discussion of the time and landing of
Julius Caesar in Britain.

This stamp of the British Antarctic Territory was one of
many issued in 1986 commemorating the appearance of
Halley's Comet. (Stanley Gibbons 147, Scott 129).
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