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relation to the whole literature on spinal
injury. The one prospective randomised con-
trol led trial that has been shown to improve
outcome following spinal injury (in relation
to high dose methylprednisolone) is not
mentioned. The numerous illustrations dem-
onstrate almost all fractures of the dorsal and
lumbar spine. The photographs and diagrams
of the anterior and posterior immobilisation
techniques are of high quality.

AD MENDELOW

Cerebellar Degenerations: Clinical Neu-
robiology. Edited by: ANDREAS PLAITAKIS (Pp
507; Price: Dfl 430.00, USS 210.00,
UK,( 13.75). 1992. Dordrecht, Kluwer
Academic Publishers Group. ISBN
0-7923-1490-5.

This book is a comprehensive multi-authored
survey of the cerebellum in health and
disease, from molecule to patient. There are
no British contributions! It covers anatomy,
neurochemical pathology, neurophysiology,
the mighty mutant mice, eye movements,
clinical classification, etiopathogenesis
(whatever this horrible word means!). There
is obviously something for everybody, but
how much for anybody?
The intention of the book is to stimulate

cross fertilisation between the clinical and
basic sciences, but it is unlikely to achieve
this. The individual sections are too long with
no guide or overview. As often with multi-
author texts, it reads like a number of
separate independent reviews. The basic sci-
ence and "etiopathogenesis" sections were
too indigestible and intimidating for this
clinician. The section on clinical aspects has
some well reproduced MRI pictures but
otherwise the text is rarely broken up apart
from laborious tables with the familiar stand-
ard error bars.
Neurochemistry and molecular biology

will not interest the clinician until they
become of clinical importance. We all
remember the dopamine deficiency in PD
but who remembers the other neurochemical
deficiencies? This ambitious book has been
written too soon, since there is little direct
clinical relevance of much of the basic sci-
ence. It will not be a best seller and it is
difficult to see who will rush out to buy it,
whether clinician or scientist, and I suspect
that much of the basic science data will be
out of date soon.
Not a book for the busy clinician! Too

detailed with too little or relevance and too
long. (500 pages).
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A few of the chapters describe systems
which are outmoded and appear extremely
primitive when considered side by side with
the very sophisticated systems described else-
where in the book. There are a few muted
warnings of the dangers of surgical sense
being overwhelmed by sophisticated com-
puterage but the breadth and future possibil-
ities of these developments are obvious. The
book is well bound and well printed but the
illustrations are disappointingly drab. This is
an interesting book and, although the sys-
tems it describes will be quickly superseded,
it should certainly be in the library of any unit
engaged in or entering the field.

ER HITCHCOCK

Textbook of Child Neurology. 4th Edition.
By JOHN H MENKES (Pp 832; Price: £55.00).
1990. Pennsylvania USA, Lea & Febiger. UK
Distrib: Williams & Wilkins Ltd. ISBN
0-8121-1266-0.

reasert is wlli Menkes' Textbook of Child Neurology has
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examination of the child and infant and
potted summaries of some of the new inves-
tigative procedures and their potential
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