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Reoperative Neurosurgery. Edited by J R
LI-rLE AND I A AWAD. (Pp 379; Price:

£103.50). 1992. London, Williams & Wilk-
ins. ISBN 0 683 05080 X.

This beautifully produced little volume has
an instantly exciting title. A distressingly
large proportion of neurosurgical work con-

sists of re-operative interventions, and as
neurosurgery continues to expand to deal
with more difficult problems it doesn't seem

likely that the necessity for re-operation will
diminish. Re-operation is seldom taken as a

subject for discussion and many articles and
chapters tend to neglect the question of re-
operation because of the greater interest in
first operations which eliminate the pathol-
ogy and prevent the need for subsequent
procedures.

This book is however some of a karass, a

collection of things which ought to go well
together but somehow don't. The chief rea-
son is the inevitably increasing sub-special-
isation in neurosurgery. Failure of temporal
lobectomy for residual mesial epileptogenesis
would only be of pressing interest to special-
ist clinics faced with this type of problem.
The need to revise shunts in hydrocephalus is
of course exceedingly common. It differs but
little from the original indications for opera-

tion and hardly deserves a separate descrip-
tion except when complicated by such
features as slit ventricles and subdural collec-
tions. Likewise the recurrence of gliomas is
so prevalent and the decisions to re-operate

so difficult that they too may be considered as

part of the original pathological process.

When it comes to indications for re-operation
on pineal or pituitary tumours, craniophar-
yngiomas or spinal tumours then considera-
tions relating to approach and restructuring
the objectives may be very different between
one tumour and another.
One of the strengths of this book lies in its

section on radiology. Also valuable is the
radiology discussed in the clinical sections
written by surgeons. The section on non

neoplastic cervical and lumbar spinal dis-
orders repay careful reading. Re-operative
treatment for chronic pain is pretty much the
same as operative treatment for chronic pain
and the same applies to treatment of arter-
iovenous malformation. The discussion what
to do with failed aneurysm operations is
however again well worth study.
The section on syringomyelia does not

appeal to this reviewer and is chiefly devoted
to consideration of the initial operation rather
than dealing with recurrent or residual prob-
lem. Only Chiari malformation in association
with syringomyelia is addressed whereas the
most difficult problems concerned with intra-
cord cystic cavitation are those where
repeated operations, particularly repeated
placement of various kinds of spinal shunt,
have contributed to the formation of intra-
thecal adhesions. It is a fortunate patient in
the United States who escapes placement of
shunts into his syrinx and such shunts often
block and almost inevitably contribute to

meningeal fibrosis with results that may

become progressively more d
operations progress.
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Current Neurosurgery. Edited by G M
TEASDALE AND J D MILLER. (Pp 351; Illustrated;
Price: £60.00). 1992. Edinburgh, Churchill
Livingstone. ISBN 0 443 04447 3.

nd percipient This nicely produced multi-author publica-z
patchy cer- tion is principally composed of contributions

library of all made by British neurosurgeons and initially
al practice in contributed to a course on neurosurgery

organised by the British Council. The editors
B WILLIAMS run this course and have achieved a high

standard. This publication has been carefully
written and produced and gives some hope
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ND M F SMITH. neurosurgery brought about through the
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of the book accepted.faoifnteaehoild .The section on glioma biology is almostlevelopmental incomprehensible to a non specialist but the
sonally found section on treatment of malignant cerebralranged from a glioma is well balanced and thoughtful as isd movement the section on the surgical management of
vith the envi- neuroma and meningioma.viththe envi- This book makes no pretence at being
outwhat the comprehensive; to those who attended thetodo rather course in Edinburgh and Glasgow there aretodorathcerI some striking omissions, for example thehis sentence craniofacial work of Hyde, but it is a well
rather irritat- balanced and up to date volume which

I found no deserves a place in every neurosurgeon'stional parent personal library and should be carefullyntact addres- studied by those going for higher surgicalqualifications in these Islands.
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