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chapters are difficult to read (including the
now usual extensive use of abbreviations) and
appear to have been written for a super
specialised readership. A stronger editorial
hand would have been required to avoid
these excesses. As expected, in a multiauthor
book, the contributions vary greatly in qual-
ity. I particularly liked the thoughtful critical
chapter on epidemiological aspects by
Armon et al and the very clear chapter on
neurophysiological aspects by Stalberg and
Sanders. There is a useful and detailed review
on neurotransmitters and second messengers
by BR Brooks.
The prologue by the distinguished theoret-

ical physicist, Stephen Hawking, gives inter-
esting details of his disease. As a small boy he
was not well coordinated and not good at ball
games. By his third year in Oxford, he was
more clumsy, had falls and was eventually
told, at the age of 21, that he had an
incurable disease that would kill him in a few
years. Twenty-nine years later it is clear that
only the first prediction was accurate. It is
regrettable that the general neurologist will
not find enough data to, get in perspective
such histories in the clinical sections.

Overall, the book contains a wealth of
material, but with the rapid pace of research
most books are not up to date when pub-
lished. The book will interest basic and
clinical neuroscientists and will provide a
valuable source of references for the various
topics. At the price it should find a place in
the libraries of Medical Schools and Depart-
ments but is unlikely to be bought by, general
neurologists or neurological junior staff.

ROBERTO J GUILOFF

Behcet's Disease: Basic and Clinical
Aspects (Inflammatory Disease andTherapy
Series/8). Edited by J DESMOND O DUFFY and
EMRE KOKMEN. (Pp 696 Illustrated; Price:
$175.00 (US and Canada); $201.25 (All
Others)). New York, Marcel Dekker Inc.
1991. ISBN 0-8247-8476-6.

There are 314 cases of the disease known to
the Behcet Syndrome Society in this country,
and no one knows how many of them have
neurological involvement. Separate chapters
in this book quote various prevalence rates,
ranging from four out of 127 in Portugal to
eighty out of three hundred in Turkey. Most
of us see such patients rarely, and this
compendium is therefore a valuable reference
work. It is based on papers from the 1989
international conference held in Maryland,
and draws heavily on experience of the
disease in Turkey and Japan, the countries
with the highest prevalence.

It is a substantial volume, of nearly seven
hundred pages, covering Diagnostic Criteria
and Epidemiology, Clinical Manifestations,
which fill nearly three hundred pages; Aetiol-
ogy and Pathogenesis; and Treatment. There
is a familiar ring about many of the chapters
on possible causes and treatment. Neurolo-
gists have read, and written, many similar
chapters about multiple sclerosis, and the
various approaches made to this multisystem
disorder are instructive.

Despite the clustering of topics the general
effect of the book is piecemeal, rather like an
ABN poster session, but this simply reflects
the fact that the disease is still at "state of the
art" stage and seems as far as ever from the
"unifying hypothesis" milepost. The book

can be recommended both as a source of
information and as a stimulus to thinking.

NIGEL J LEGG

Clinical Brain Imaging: Principles and
Applications (Contemporary Neurology
Series). By Jc MAZZIOTTA and s GILMAN. (Pp
480; Price: £92.00.) 1992. Philadelphia, F A
Davis & Co. ISBN 0-80365944X.

This multi-author volume has been kept to a
uniform and high standard by the Editors.
The opening chapters describe the physics of
CT, MRI, PET and SPECT with useful
technical comments on the cause and
appearance of artefacts. The nine chapters
that follow describe the appearances of these
four techniques as they are applied to neuro-
logical problems such as tumours, epilepsy,
dementia,-- cerebellar and paediatric disor-
ders. Helpful flow charts are offered in many
sections of the book but frequently include
somewhat unusual advice: for example MRI
is stated to be the examination of choice for
epilepsy, followed by CT if a mass is found.

Furthermore, there is an assumption that
PET is, and indeed should be, a routine
clinical test but nowhere is there a definite
indication of circumstances in which PET is
the sole discriminating test. The recom-
mendation of angiography in the pre-oper-
ative assessment of cerebral metastases also
would not find support in the UK. The use of
isotope studies in dementia and cerebrovas-
cular disease is well explained and illustrated
and the refreshing use of colour brightens the
text. Each chapter is extensively referenced
but for a publication dated 1992 disappoint-
ingly few references are after 1989. Even the
final chapter: Epilogue: Future Visions,
includes only four references from the
1990's.

Overall the book is sound, correct, well laid
out and illustrated, but it lacks the sparkle
and stimulus that could have enlivened this
essentially technically based approach to
brain imaging. The ideal reader for the text
has not been identified but it would form a
good introduction for a trainee in any of the
clinical neurosciences as well as for specialist
radiologists. However, for "state of the art"
information about clinical practise a reader
will need to consult a more recent publica-
tion.

The Diagnosis and Mang
Seizure Disorders. By RONA
M.D. (Pp 158; Price Not Indi
New York, Demos Publicatic
939957 31 0

The editor of this brief and r

paperback aimed to introduce
tologists' to the 'conceptual a
advances' in the diagnosis
management of epilepsies over

decades. I think that the non-(
would be as disappointed as I
such an uninspiring account.

There is a very good, if rat}
overview of the surgery of epi
might expect from its origins
referral centre, but despite the t
of the material seems simply a r

old ground, including the ILAE-based clas-
sification of seizures and epilepsy, the use of
EEG (including that irritatingly meaning-
less and undefined term 'epileptiform'
abnormalities) and the routine anti-epileptic
drugs. Newer drugs such as lamotrigine and
vigabatrin do not get a mention. While
there is the usual textbook summary of
pharmacokinetics, the many practical points
that could have helped to remind the non-
specialist of our improved understanding of
the common management problems are
strangely missing. In addition, some odd
advice is offered, for example, in a very brief
account of status epilepticus it is suggested
that a diazepam infusion be set up 'if
seizures persist following ... the use of an
intravenous bolus of diazepam', a practice
which in my experience is likely to be both
unsuccessful and to delay the institution of
other, more effective treatments. There are
many more helpful and more detailed pro-
tocols for managing status available else-
where. Again, while the authors stress that
epilepsy is a clinical diagnosis less than two
pages of the 158 are devoted to the clinical
aspects of differential diagnosis.

While this book provides a brief, conven-
tional and concise overview of epilepsy
management, I find it difficult to decide
who would find it worthwhile. In the UK it
might perhaps be appropriate as an intro-
duction for junior residents if they worked
in a unit which provided surgery for epi-
lepsy, but their interests would be better
served by delving more deeply into the
literature.

LANCE BLUMHARDT

Surgery of the Spine: A Combined
Orthopaedic and Neurosurgical
Approach (2 Vols.). Edited by G FINDLAY
and R OWEN. (Vol. 1 pp 1-600, Vol. 2 pp
603-1143; Price: £175-00). 1992. Oxford,
Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd. ISBN
0 632 03021 6 (The Set) 0 632 03246 4
(Vol. 1) 0 632 03247 2 (Vol. 2).

Books on spinal surgery fall thickly from the
press. It is not difficult to see reasons. Two
obvious ones are that the conditions dealt
with are common and disabling and they
are the concern of at least two specialities,

E TEASDALE one a large one.

These two volumes cover the whole of
the spine comprehensively. They are not
too weighted down with the operative
detail; indeed, considerable space is given to
investigations, measurements and to med-

agement of ical conditions. There is an excellent chap-
TLD P LESSER, ter on metabolic bone disease.
icated). 1991 A major attraction of spinal surgery, at
)ns. ISBN 0 least for the neurosurgeon, is that amongst

much pathology which is difficult or unre-
warding to treat, operations for radicular

ather strange compression in disc disease, both lumbar
'non-epilep- and cervical, are brilliantly successful and

Lnd technical must be among the most gratifying in
and surgical surgery. It is, therefore, curious that there
the last two should be a challenge to the standard

epileptologist lumbar operation from a new technical
was to read development described here by Brock;

percutaneous discectomy, which is applic-
her uncritical able only to 10% of cases and requires the
ilepsy as one purchase of elaborate and expensive equip-
in a tertiary ment.
title, the bulk It is difficult to fault the range and scope
re-working of of these volumes. The extensive section on
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