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Neurological stamp

Marie Francois Xavier Bichat (1771-1802)

Bichat, who lived a short life, helped found the science of
histology. The French Revolution, with its many execu-
tions by the guillotine (invented by the French physician
Joseph Ignance Guillotine), had provided him with a
plentiful supply of bodies for dissection. Without the aid
of a microscope he identified 20 different "membranes"
or tissues and their normal and pathological structure.
Among these were nervous, vascular, mucous, serous,
and connective tissues. The tissues were considered to be
elementary structures which, when weakened, permitted
disease to occur. Bichat produced two highly influential
works, Traite des membranes (1800) and his five volume
Anatomie generale (1801).
The concept of a nervous system in the sympathetic

chain of ganglia, independent of the CNS, was first sug-

gested by Bichat. He also had views on contractility, irri-
tability, and toxicity. He is honoured by a stamp issued
by France in 1959. (Stanley Gibbons 1432, Scott B334).
He died aged 31 from pulmonary tuberculosis.
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