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Neuralgia

Neuralgia covers a multitude of disorders in literature as

well as in neurology.
Not only novelists have been confused by the term

tic douloureux and whether it can be simply regarded as
a synonym for trigeminal neuralgia. Early accounts of
trigeminal neuralgia stressed the occurrence of reflex
muscle spasms during the painful paroxysm; hence the
alternative title for the condition. Gowers called these
movements tic convulsif, ignoring the fact that French
neurologists had applied that term to cases of hemifacial
spasm.
Mr Weller's condition sounds in fact, more like

hemifacial spasm than trigeminal neuralgia whereas
the neuralgic pains described by Joyce, Saki, and Edith
Wharton are insufficiently detailed to be confident that
they refer to trigeminal neuralgia. Dostoyevsky places a

paroxysm of pain in the temple, not a particularly
common site for the condition, and Elizabeth Gaskell's
coupling the problem with sickness and fever suggests
that she was dealing with a different disorder. The
resistance of the pain to even potent analgesics was

clearly known to Sheridan Le Fanu, and its severity to
Herman Melville. The last word belongs to Proust.
Charcot, incidentally, receives frequent mention in
Remembrance of things past.

Charles Dickens, 1836-7, The Pickwick papers
Mr Weller communicated this secret with great glee,
and winked so indefatigably after doing so, that Sam
began to think he must have got the tic douloureux in
his right eye-lid.

Herman Melville, 1851, Moby Dick
"It's a kind of tic-dolly-row they say-worse nor a
toothache. Well, well; I don't know what it is, but the
Lord keep me from catching it".

Elizabeth Gaskell, 1857, The life of Charlotte Bronte
Martha has suffered from tic-douloureux, with sick-
ness and fever, just like you.

Sheridan Le Fanu, 1864, Uncle Silas
To this hour I cannot say what was the nature of those

periodical seizures. I have often spoken to medical
men about them, since, but never could learn that
excessive use of opium could altogether account for
them. It was, I believe, certain, however, that he
did use that drug -in startling quantities. It was, indeed,
something of a topic of complaint with him that his
neuralgia imposed this sad necessity upon him.

F Dostoyevsky, 1871, The devils
Mrs Stavrogin raised her head slightly and pressed the
fingers of her right hand gingerly to her right temple,
evidently feeling an acute twinge of pain there.

Edith Wharton, 1912, The reef
"Oh, don't-I hate the lights!' Owen exclaimed,
catching her by the wrist and pushing her back into the
seat. He gave a nervous laugh and added: "I'm half
blind with neuralgia. I suppose it's this beastly rain."

Marcel Proust, 1921-2, Remembrance of things past:
cities of the plain
Then, when Cottard was scarcely known to the public,
if you spoke toM Verdurin of his wife's facial neuralgia,
"There is nothing to be done," he would say, with the
naive complacency of people who assume that anyone
whom they know must be famous, and that everybody
knows the name of their daughter's singing-teacher.
"If she had an ordinary doctor, one might look for a
second opinion, but when that doctor is called
Cottard" (a name which he pronounced as though it
were Bouchard or Charcot) "one simply has to bow to
the inevitable."

J7ames joyce, 1922, Ulysses
An old man widower, unkempt hair, in bed, with head
covered, sighing: an infirm dog, Athos: Aconite,
resorted to by increasing doses of grains and scruples
as a palliative of recrudescent neuralgia ...

Saki, The toys of peace
Miss Louise has been upstairs all the afternoon,
Ma'am, reading to the second kitchenmaid, who has
the neuralgia. G D PERKIN
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