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Doctors' remedies
As the last of these extracts was written over 70 years

ago, it might seem that their message has dimmed; far
from it. Medicine (and surgery) can still be applied
inappropriately, prolong life unreasonably, and create
new disorders to replace those for which it was first
used.

Jonathan Swift, 1726, Gulliver's travels
For nature (as the physicians alledge) having intended
the superior anterior orifice only for the intromission of
solids and liquids, and the inferior posterior for ejec-
tion; these artists ingeniously considering that in all dis-
eases nature is forced out of her seat; therefore to
replace her in it, the body must be treated in a manner

directly contrary, by interchanging the use of each ori-
fice; forcing solids and liquids in at the anus, and mak-
ing evacuations at the mouth.

Laurence Sterne, 1759-67, The life and opinions of
Tristram Shandy, gentleman
The stroke at the Prince of Physicians, with which he
began, was no more than a short insult upon his sor-

rowful complaint of the ars longa,-and vita brevis-
life short, cried my father,-and the art of healing
tedious! And who are we to thank for both, the one and
the other, but the ignorance of quacks themselves,-
and the stage-loads of chymical nostrums, and peri-
patetic lumber, with which in all ages, they have first
flattered the world, and at last deceived it.

Mark Twain, 1894, Pudd'nhead Wilson
The doctor asked for a few sheets of paper and a pen,
and said he would write a prescription; which he did. It
was one of Galen's; in fact, it was Galen's favorite, and
had been slaying people for sixteen thousand years.
Galen used it for everything, applied it to everything,
said it would remove everything, from warts all the way
through to lungs-and it generally did. Galen was still
the only medical authority recognised in Missouri; his
practice was the only practice known to the Missouri
doctors, and his prescriptions were the only ammuni-
tion they carried when they went out for game. By and
by Dr Claypool laid down his pen and read the result of

his labors aloud, carefully and deliberately, for this bat-
ten must be constructed on the premises by the family,
and mistakes could occur; for he wrote a doctor's
hand-the hand which from the beginning of time has
been so disastrous to the apothecary and so profitable
to the undertaker. . "There," he said, "That will fix
the patient; give his brother a dipperful every three-
quarters of an hour-" - "While he survives," mut-
tered Luigi-. . .

During Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday the
twins grew steadily worse; but then the doctor was
summoned south to attend his mother's funeral, and
they got well in forty-eight hours.

H G Wells, 1900, Tono Bungay
Close at hand was the doctor with one of those cruel
and idiotic injection needles modem science puts in the
hands of these half-educated young men, keeping my
uncle flickeringly alive for no reason whatever.

Marcel Proust, 1923, Remembrance of things past
The captive
Nature scarcely seems capable of giving us any but
quite short illnesses. But medicine has developed the
art of prolonging them. Remedies, the respite that they
procure, the relapses that a temporary cessation of
them provokes, produce a simulacrum of illness to
which the patient grows so accustomed that he ends by
making it permanent, just as children have regular fits
of coughing long after they have been cured of the
whooping cough. Then the remedies begin to have less
effect, the doses are increased, they cease to do any
good, but they have begun to do harm thanks to this
lasting indisposition. Nature would not have offered
them so long a tenure. It is a great wonder that medi-
cine can almost rival nature in forcing man to remain in
bed to continue taking some drug on pain of death.
From then on, the artificially grafted illness has taken
root, has become a secondary but a genuine illness,
with this difference only, that natural illnesses are
cured, but never those which medicine creates, for it
does not know the secret of their cure.
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