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outlet syndrome and birth injuries. The last
three chapters deal respectively with recon-
structive procedures, pain of nerve origin,
and tumours involving nerve. In the first
Appendix the clinical evidence is sum-
marised; in the second, additional methods
for testing muscle power are described. The
last contains the lecture written by Sydney
Sunderland and read after his death before
the Sunderland Society of Seattle.
The book is illustrated throughout with

numerous photographs, including eight
pages of colour prints, which are both
admirable and clear; equally instructive are
the numerous drawings by Eugene New, the
modem Leonardo of medical illustration.
The writing is clear and decisive, bearing all
the signs of its origin from authors with
immense practical experience, thoroughly
familiar with all aspects of their subject.
Of particular interest to aficionados of

brachial plexus surgery is the use in 18 cases
of the posterolateral approach to the plexus,
facilitating exposure of the most proximal
part of the root and avoiding an approach
through a region scarred by injury or by pre-
vious operation. The particular advantages
of this approach in gunshot wounds of the
plexus, in which Dr Kline has unrivalled
experience, is stressed. As the sub-title
implies, the book is chiefly concerned with
the gross and microscopic pathology of
lesions, clinical features, operative findings,
techniques and results. Some of the ideas
and methods are familiar; some are new; all
are well tried. It is a heroic achievement to
have done all this work and to have analysed
and presented it in a form so well ordered
and readable. All those working in this field
should have this book as a constant compan-
ion; all those working in adjacent fields
should know where to lay hands on a copy.
As a matter of form it is necessary to

make some criticisms. A rather weighty criti-
cism is that both authors are well known as
speculative as well as operative masons and
thus consideration of the mechanisms of
sensibility and of pain, of the role of the
muscle spindles and of the pathology of the
outlet syndrome is perhaps a little thin. It
might have been better to give "iatrogenic"
lesions a separate chapter than to distribute
them in the various sections, but they are all
there anyway. Some may have hoped for a
more vigorous approach to injection injuries,
but the possibility of such an approach is at
any rate adumbrated. None of these trifling
criticisms detracts in any way from the value
of a great piece of work or from the debt of
gratitude owed to the authors and their asso-
ciates by peripheral neurologists and neuro-
surgeons all over the world.

GEORGE BONNEY

Sensory Neuropathies Edited by A K
Asbury, H Budka and E Sluga. (Pp 207).
Published by Springer Verlag, Wien 1995.
ISBN 3-211-86242-4.

At first glance Sensory Neuropathies might
appear a tad arcane, a clinical topic not
commonly troubling the jobbing neurologist.
And a "Book of the Meeting" format, papers
ranging from Morphometry in greater auricular
nerve to Propylene oxide causes central-
peripheral distal axonopathy in rats, costing
US$ 79-00 and taking five years to produce
(the meeting was held in 1990) offer small
comfort to the second glance.

Scratch the surface and find a gem?

Well .., there are good things in the book.
Sensory neuropathies are not so rare-
cisplatin, doxorubicin, paraneoplasia, colla-
gen vascular disorders and hereditary syn-
dromes are the commonest explanations,
and there are excellent reviews of acquired
sensory neuropathies (Mitsumoto and
Wilbourn), ataxic neuropathies (Griffin and
Comblath), drug induced neuropathies
(Sluga et al), and inflammatory sensory neu-
ropathies (Hughes). But the inconsistent
layout-some papers appearing as reviews,
some as conventional scientific papers
(Methods, Patients, Results, etc), makes for
an uncomfortable read. The referencing is
also inconsistent, some listing serially others
alphabetically. Overall it seems to this
reviewer rather hard to justify publication so
long after the meeting. The editors claim
that the "contributions of this volume still
represent a valuable reference", but this is
hard to sustain. Many papers have been
published as useful and definitive papers
elsewhere (for example, Donahay and
Thomas on Autosomal recessive sensory neu-
ropathy with selective reduction of small myeli-
nated fibres and Schindler on Neuraxonal
dystrophy due to deficient alpha N-acetylgalac-
tosaminidase). A few others might also justify
publication in conventional journals, where
they would be more accessible to the small
audience of interest. Conversely, the very
high quality of some review articles does not
justify purchase of a monograph by the gen-
eral neurologist to whom they would be
most useful. Despite these highlights, it is
hard therefore to recommend this book.

NEIL SCOLDING

Epidemiological Psychiatry. (Bailliere's
Clinical Psychiatry). Guest Editor A
JABLENSKY. (Pp 351; price £30-00).
Published by W B Saunders Company,
London. 1995. ISBN 0-7020-1958-5.

This short volume of 352 pages is the sec-
ond part of volume 1, being preceded by The
Genetics of Mental Disorders. Taken together
these two volumes cover the contribution of
epidemiological method to gene, environ-
ment and gene-environment effects on the
expression of mental disorders throughout
the lifespan, the understanding of which will
increase enormously over the next decade.

This volume sets the current scene with
contributions from the international acade-
mic community and covers adolescence and
adulthood, including late life.

Brian Cooper's review of epidemiology
and of cognitive decline is wide ranging and
excellent. The second chapter provides a
useful introduction to the area of psychiatric
disease and physical illness-the domain of
the increasingly recognised specialism of liai-
son psychiatry. The section on epidemiolog-
ical evidence for the association of physical
disease and psychiatric disorder is short and
would have benefited from a table systemati-
cally reviewing methodology. The discussion
on sample bias and whether association indi-
cates causation is thorough and useful.
Berkson's bias, which is the likelihood of
psychiatric disorder being identified simply
because individuals are already under
scrutiny by the health service is under dis-
cussed. The implications of psychiatric dis-
orders in physical ill health for resource
allocation was interesting but we really need
to see trials prove that such intervention
would improve outcome.

In the chapter on post-traumatic stress
disorder a large number of prevalence stud-
ies are described. Some of the studies
quoted are clearly fascinating, such as those
which, because they are population based,
could examine genuinely unselected veter-
ans and identify early factors which pre-
dicted combat exposure. More discussion of
the biases which might arise when conduct-
ing this kind of study would have been wel-
come.

Primary care is the focus of the fourth
chapter, including all the familiar filters into
health care, whilst indicating that this does
not necessarily apply in all health provision
settings. The emphasis is laid on the impor-
tance of improving care of mental disorders
in primary care and the benign prognosis of
most of these disorders. This seems to be a
paradoxical message, which at a time when
community care of the more severe end of
the spectrum is under scrutiny, is puzzling.
The chapter on affective disorder provides

a thorough overview of the themes in epi-
demiological affective disorders, for those
not familiar with this area, cohort effects
being the particularly interesting one. This
chapter is the only one which mentions
attributable risk-an important epidemio-
logical concept in relation to the size of risk
effects in populations. Schizophrenia is thor-
oughly described with careful consideration
of potential biases in comparative and time
trend studies. Risk factors are reviewed
including a note of whether the studies are
based on prevalence or incidence data. The
authors have attempted to provide a rough
odds ratio from the range of selected studies
whilst not giving a meta-analysis estimate. I
found the resulting number difficult to inter-
pret as it had no numerical validity. The
contribution on eating disorders left me
thinking that a greater understanding of atti-
tudes to eating disorders might come from
an anthropological approach to inform
future epidemiological work. The gender
chapter launches many fascinating areas,
particularly attitudes to female and male
attributes and the changing role of men and
women in many societies. There were no
contributions on personality disorder, sub-
stantial abuse, and childhood disorders, all
of which have a substantial epidemiological
literature.

Overall this is a book packed with infor-
mation which would be useful to dip into,
use as a quick reference and if time is avail-
able read with pleasure for the ideas it
throws up for the future. It has been written
by clinicians with an interest in epidemiol-
ogy and, as mentioned above, readers
should not look to this volume for an
authoritative account covering all aspects of
epidemiological method for each disorder. I
recommend it to any individual with an
interest in the topics included, not just those
with an interest in epidemiology.

CAROL BRAYNE

Recent Advances in the Treatment of
Neurodegenerative Disorders and
Cognitive Dysfunction. Edited by G
RACAGNI, N BRUNELLO and s Z [ANGER. (Pp
264; price $238 50). Published by Karger,
Basel. 1993. ISBN 3-8055-5838-4.

This is one of a series of books sponsored by
the International Academy for Biomedical
and Drug Research, based on international
scientific meetings. This volume followed a
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workshop in Capri, in May 1993. As treat-
ment of neurodegenerative diseases is still
largely experimental, most of the topics
relate to molecular mechanisms of degenera-
tion; epidemiological background; animal
models; clinical diagnosis; and the theoreti-
cal basis of potential pharmacological treat-
ments. However, there are a small number
of chapters describing clinical trials of phar-
macological intervention, and a small num-
ber relating to other potential interventions,
for example, one on neural transplantation
and one on the potential uses of neu-
rotrophins.
The fly cover summary claims that this

book is a "comprehensive review of both the
experimental and clinical advances in our
understanding of Alzheimer's disease, vascu-
lar dementia, ischaemic brain damage and
neurodegenerative diseases such as
Parkinson's disease". This seems an exag-
gerated claim, as this is in fact the pro-
ceedings of a meeting and is neither
comprehensive nor a review. Indeed, it is a
collection of chapters, each of which could
stand as a separate paper or essay, with little
binding them together and no conclusions
or synthesis. There has been little attempt
by the editors to organise this volume in a
logical way and the presentation of the chap-
ters has not been standardised: some are
written as short scientific papers, others as
reviews, and even abbreviations and style of
referencing vary. All these factors make it
rather difficult to access information. How-
ever, having said this, many of the items are
useful at an individual level, particularly
those relating to the molecular mechanisms
of excitotoxicity, the uses of radical scav-
engers and glutamate receptor antagonists,
and the molecular genetics of Alzheimer's
disease. Overall, this volume provides one
with feel about current thinking on the phar-
macological aspects of this subject, but it is
not a book I would expect to refer to fre-
quently.

ANNE ROSSER

Therapy with Botulinum Toxin. Edited
by JOSEPH JANKOVIC and MARK HALLETTl. (Pp
656; price $195-00). Published by Marcel
Dekker Inc, New York. 1994. ISBN 0-
8247-8824-9.

Handbook of Botulinum Toxin
Treatment. Edited by PETER MOORE. (Pp
289; price £59-50). Published by Blackwell
Science, Oxford. 1995. ISBN 0-6320-3616-
8.

In the past 10 years a large number of neu-
rologists and ophthalmologists have gained a
great deal of practical personal experience of
the use of botulinum toxin in the treatment
of various movement disorders. They have
shared this knowledge at scientific meetings
but until now there has been no comprehen-
sive source for reference or manual for prac-
tice. Both of these books set out to redress
this deficiency and they are both very wel-
come additions to the literature.

Both books give clinical descriptions of

the conditions suitable for injection treat-
ment and brief accounts of other methods of
management. There are detailed accounts of
injection techniques and doses the illustra-
tions of the cervical muscle anatomy being
rather clearer in the English book.
Strabismus, blepharospasm, hemifacial
spasm and cervical and laryngeal dystonia
are covered comprehensively. Upper limb
dystonia and spasticity are also well covered.
More novel indications receive less space
and some-cerebral palsy, therapeutic ptosis
and oscillopsia-are better dealt with in the
English volume while sphincter problems
and facial wrinkles receive more in the
American.
The American book is based on the

Consensus Development Conference spon-
sored by the National Institutes of Health
and Food and Drug Administration in 1990
but most of the chapters have been updated
with references up to 1993. Like all multi-
author books particularly in rapidly advanc-
ing fields there is some overlap and
repetition and there are analyses of relatively
small series of patients which characterise
the introduction of any new therapeutic
technique. The foreword is by Alan B Scott,
the ophthalmologist who first used the toxin
on a patient with strabismus in 1977 and
contains an interesting personal historical
perspective by Edward J Schantz, the toxi-
cologist who first worked on the toxin in
1944 and was responsible for the early sup-
plies to Scott.
The English volume is considerably

smaller and shows more consistency of style
indicating firmer editorial control. The sec-
tion devoted to basic science and toxicology
is much briefer although coming a year later
it is able to give a clearer account of the sites
of action of the different botulinum toxins.
The appendix contains a useful list of
resources and patient organisations.
One or other of these books is an essential

companion for anyone starting an injection
clinic or expanding his repertoire into the
less common indications for this important
and exciting addition to the neurological
therapeutic armoury. Dr Moore's book will
be in my clinic and probably open but I am
pleased to be able to refer to the American
volume when preparing lectures on the sub-
ject.

JOHN PILLING

Neural Control of Movement. Edited by
WILLIAM R FERRELL and UWE PROSKE. (Pp
311). Published by Plenum Publishing,
London, 1995. ISBN 0-306-45016-X.

I am not a fan of conference proceedings.
Too many are collections of second hand
manuscripts of already published work, or
worse, badly written papers of dubious qual-
ity which would never pass for publication in
a reputable Journal. This volume therefore
came as a delightful surprise and I read it
from cover to cover with fascination.

It is not, in spite of its title, a general
source book on movement control. Only one
article (but that a very good one) mentions

the cerebral cortex, and none address topics
such as modelling of the nervous control of
three dimensional limb movements which is
so popular these days. The main themes are
locomotion, and the behaviour of sensory
receptors. Of the two, the chapters on loco-
motion are probably the most interesting
since they deal not only with vertebrate sys-
tems, but also with the beautiful detailed
studies of neural circuitry in invertebrates.
When seen together, such work provides a
powerful insight into the mechanisms of
locomotion. Studies of human walking are
not included in this compilation. This is
unfortunate, but perhaps only an indication
of the wide gap that separates the purely
descriptive human work from the neuro-
physiological detail studied in animals. The
chapters on sensory receptors are good, but
often tend to focus on minutiae which,
although of interest to experts in the field,
are less attractive to those who wish to use
this collection as an up-to-date source of
general concepts.

Finally, it is interesting to note the very
small number of articles produced from
authors in the United States, despite the fact
that neuroscience there is more vigorous
than in any other country in the world.
Perhaps North American neuroscientists
think that these are quaint backwaters of
research, lacking all the excitement of mod-
ern imaging techniques. If so, then perhaps
the present volume will bring some of the
excitement of the field to their attention as
well as the possible benefits that such
research could bring to the large numbers of
people who have difficulties in posture and
locomotion.

JOHN ROTHWELL

SHORT
NOTICES

Readers may be interested in:
Seminars in Neurology, June 1995. Vol.
15. No. 2. "Funny Spells". Guest Editor
Randolph W Evans. (Pp 225; $35).
Published by Thieme Medical Publishers,
New York. ISBN 0271-8235.

Cambridge Medical Reviews. Neuro-
biology and Psychiatry; Neuroimaging.
Edited by David Dawbam and James
McCulloch. (Pp 178; £50-00). Published by
Oxford University Press, Oxford 1995.
ISBN 0-521-45365-8 (hardback).

Continuous Spikes and Waves During
Slow Sleep. Electrical Status
Epilepticus During Slow Sleep. Edited
by A Beaumanoir et al. (Pp 260; £32-00).
Published by John Libbey and Co Ltd,
London 1995. ISBN 0-86196-488-8.
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