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      The study by Brooks and Sagar,1 along with a number of previous others, demonstrates benefit for the catechol-O-methyltransferase (COMT) inhibitor entacapone when compared with placebo in Parkinson’s disease (PD). However, this is insufficient evidence to justify the authors’ conclusion that “it appears logical to employ levodopa combined with entacapone routinely”. The important issue is not whether entacapone is more efficacious than placebo, but whether it is more or less clinically effective and cost effective than the other available treatments for patients with PD that is no longer adequately controlled by levodopa alone. Other available agents—including dopamine agonists and monoamine oxidase type B (MAOB) inhibitors—have also shown efficacy when compared with placebo. The paper would have … 
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